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Hello to all F.P.s. Pleased to have received some more replies this year and welcome to new 
contributors. Thanks also for all donations.  Best wishes to all for 2012. 
Margaret Masson 
  
COMMITTEE 
President ï Mrs Irene Carson 
Honorary President ï Mr Bill Templeton 
Mrs Betty Grant, Mrs Shirley Findlay, Mr Stewart Grant, Mr Sandy McCook, Mr Walter Dempster,  
Mr Ian Masson, Mrs Janet Flannery, Mrs Seonaid Vickerman, Mrs Daphne Ritchie and  
Mrs Margaret Masson 
  
Minutes of AGM held in Grant Arms Hotel on 2 April 2011 
The General Meeting of the Former Pupils' and Old Guard Clubs was held in the Grant Arms 
Hotel prior to the Biennial Dinner on 2 April 2011.  Irene Carson, President, welcomed the 
company and gave a short update on school activities and informed the company that due to the 
increased number of pupils a new teaching block had been erected containing refurbished Maths 
and Science departments.  Students were doing well and had also won musical national acclaim.  
She also thanked the Clubs for continued prize monies and library donations to the school.  She 
then called on Sandy McCook, the new chairman, to conduct the business meeting. 
  
Apologies were received from Mrs Chrissie Grant.  The minutes of the last Biennial Meeting were 
read and approved.  The financial statements were also approved and accepted.  Due to funds 
dropping it was agreed to donate only £500 to school funds this year.  The meeting continued 
with the election of office bearers and the committee was re-elected en-bloc.  School ties were 
available for purchase at £5 for anyone wishing to buy same from Daphne. 
  
Sandy welcomed all and noted with regret the passing of two stalwarts of the Clubs, Miss Jean 
Paterson, who died at age 104 and Ian Smith, aged 84 - both of whom will be greatly missed.  He 
also thanked Bill Templeton, who was chairman for a number of years, for all his input to the 
Clubs.  Bill was delighted to be proposed as Honorary President.  Sandy thanked all Former 
Pupils for donations received and asked for any ideas on fund raising.  The meeting closed and 
dinner was served. 
  
The speaker, Billy Laing, a former pupil, was welcomed and gave a very amusing and informative 
talk, after which the raffle was drawn ï see his letter on page 3. 
 
Front page cover ï courtesy of Scotavia Images (www.scotaviaimages.co.uk) 
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Excerpt from Committee Meeting held in the Staffroom in GGS on 12 December 2011 
There was discussion on future plans for the Club.  Sandy McCook, Chairman, raised a concern that 
in a few yearsô time we will see the demise of the Club as there isnôt enough interest and income to 
sustain it. The whole Committee, including the President, was of the same opinion.  Suggestions were 
made to involve the senior pupils of the school with the magazine, perhaps to have a few pages with 
their input; to start up a form of mentoring support system for pupils leaving the area, for example with 

Former Pupils who are in the university cities; setting up a Facebook page for the Club; a link from the 
school Web site (www.ggschool.com) to a FP Club website containing details of the Club, how to 
join, Club activities, etc; publicity through the School prospectus and so on.  If anyone has any ideas, 
please send them to sandy. 
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LADY PAMELA BAIRSTO (PAMELA GIBSON) 1939 - 1945 

The news I should have given last year is that I remarried in May 2010. My husband is Air 
Marshall Sir Peter Bairsto. Thanks for all the work of the committee, which enables so many F.P.s 
to keep in touch with news of our old school. 
  
CHRISTOBEL BAHZAD (TERRIS) 
Celebrated the 40

th
 reunion of the graduation of my medical class this week. It makes you realise 

how fast time passes when you see the white hair on your contemporaries! George and I 
continue to travel as one of our hobbies. We visit Speyside regularly and are saddened at the 
state of the High Street, though some improvement has been made since the repair of the 
furniture store. Regards to all old friends. 
  
LORNA M BANKS (STEPHEN) 1947/48 ï 1959 
Our elder daughter Caroline spent 3 months at the end of 2010 in Borneo working with Raleigh 
International on a conservation project to save the Bornean Sun Bears. Then she spent 
Christmas and New Year with my sister and her family in Sydney, after which she had a 6-week 
touring holiday in New Zealand. 
  
MARGARET CARSTAIRS (McWILLIAM) 1943 ï 1953 
Just been up north this March 2011 for a sad funeral (we are really all in a bad age group). The 
Cairngorms were lovely covered in snow with the strong sun shining on them, like a picture 
postcard. Hope you all enjoyed the Reunion Dinner in the Grant Arms Hotel on 2

nd
 April. My sister 

Marlene attended and had a really good time. My latest two great grandsons are now 2 years old 
(just one week between them), Terry and Mason. They keep you fit and on the move.  My oldest 
great grandson is now 12 years old and starts at Buckhaven High School this year. Will try and 
visit up north this summer. Keep up the good work on the magazine. 
  
MRS R JOHN CHAPMAN (ELIZABETH McDONALD) 1947 ï 1959 
My husband has been diagnosed with Parkinsonôs Disease. Over and above our GP we have a 
doctor who specialises in ñelder careò (Donôt you love it!) and has a huge interest in P.D., so we 
are very lucky. Our daughter lives in New Plymouth. A second grandchild is due in London in 
December (2011).  
  
ROSEMARY M CHARLISH (MASSON) 
Wonderful visit to Australia in March to see Kyle, Catti and my beautiful twin granddaughters. 
Very much looking forward to seeing them in December, when they come over for a month. Also 
especially looking forward to seeing Kayleigh, who is coming home from Vietnam for Christmas, 
as is Ellen who visited her big sister in July along with Granny. Not sure who looked after who!! 
  
GEORGE COUTTS 1951 ï 1957 
This is an echo from the past, indeed from the dim and distant past. It is more than half a century 
since I left Grantown Grammar School but I still look back with nostalgia to my school days and 
indeed with gratitude for the quality of the education I received from the teachers at that time 
under the no-nonsense headship of Dr Bain.  Was there ever a better English and History teacher 
than George Donaldson or a better Modern Languages teacher than Alex (Slim) MacKenzie. I 
can still hear him encouraging his charges to improve their French accents. ñYou must learn to 
roll your Rôs. RRRrrr,RRRrrr,RRRrrrò said he, clutching and manipulating his larynx as he expertly 
demonstrated how to do it. And his other favourite expression ñCome on, you can do this, thereôs 
nothing patent about itò! I shall always be indebted to him and all the other fine teachers who 
provided me with my basic education in the arts and sciences in Grantown School. 
Yes, those were the days but time marches relentlessly on, so fast forward to the present. After 
many years in the veterinary profession I am now retired and living quietly in Norfolk, or at least 
as quietly as five grandchildren, aged from 12 to 2, will allow. Otherwise my aged fox terrier dog 
takes me for walkies every day, which helps to keep me fit. He is named Dorback after the 
Dorback burn which flows through the Dava Moor. Sadly he is now 13 years old and approaching 
the end of his time on earth. I cannot imagine life without him. He has been my constant friend 
and companion through all these years. 
My other big interest in life is owning, maintaining and driving my Armstrong Siddeley car. It was 
made in 1958, the year after I left school and is still going strong (at least some of the time!) I 
have owned it for 42 years so itôs a bit like a member of the family. It is one of about twelve known 
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roadworthy examples of its model (234 Sapphire) left in the UK. It has been a source of pleasure 
at times and exasperation at other times. And expense all the time! 
Then there is my collection of gramophone records. I started collecting 78 rpm records soon after 
I went to Grantown School, mainly Scottish fiddle and accordion music and Scottish and Irish 
songs.  I used to buy 78s in Donaldsonôs the ironmongers in the High Street (is that shop still 
there I wonder?). As time passed of course I moved on to LP and CD formats but I still treasure 
my 78s, cracks, chips, scratches and all! I have at least one recording of most well known 
Scottish songs, but two which have eluded me are ñI loôe Nae a Lassie but Aneò and ñWithin a 
Mile oô Edinburgh Toonò so if anyone up there has a recording of either of these beautiful old 
songs, perhaps in a box of old records in their loft I would be very pleased to hear from them 
although I think the chances are very small. I might just add that I still have two old wind up 
gramophones on which I occasionally play my 78s although modern equipment plays them much 
better and without damaging the playing surfaces. 
On so to holidays. Well we didnôt have one this year but last year we had a very pleasant week in 
a rented cottage in Nethybridge. From there I was able to visit some of my old haunts around the 
area including the Dava Moor and the Dorback burn. I also stopped briefly outside the old and 
new schools although I didnôt go in. The weather was perfect during the entire week which added 
to the enjoyment. 
And now I think I have rambled on long enough. I doubt if many of todayôs pupils will be much 
interested in these reminiscences from an old timer like me but perhaps some of their 
grandparents will. Anyway I would like to send best wishes to all pupils and teachers in the 
school. Success to the pupils in their chosen fields and success to the teachers in preparing them 
for the wide world that awaits them. 
  
WILMA COWAN (IRVING) 1942 ï 1954 
Am now feeling more or less back to normal, following a major operation last year. Came as a bit 
of a shock, as I have always been quite fit and never needed the doctors much. We are now 
trying to catch up on the trips we missed last year. Have had long weekends to Cumbria, N 
Wales, Nottingham, flying visit to Dublin to catch up with the American granddaughters, who were 
on a tour of S Ireland, now off to mid Wales and at the end of August a long planned week to 
Inverness and Grantown for our Golden Wedding. Where have the years gone?? 
  
WALTER DEMPSTER 1949 ï 1955 
ñTempus fugitò I was reminded recently when Gary, our youngest son, was clearing out some 
things in the old shed here and came across a small suitcase. This contained several jotters from 
my time in the Grammar School, including English, History, Geography, French and German 
notes and what struck me was how my handwriting varied considerably over the years. However 
what intrigued me most was a timetable for my third year in 1951-2, copy of which I have sent on 
to Margaret ï see over. First period on Monday morning was Latin with Mr Thornton of course, 
hence the opening. He was also a great help with my Cairngorm badge. Thank goodness we did 
not have to swim in the Spey in our day. On a couple of occasions we were in the old school for a 
Farmersô Market and I had a wander along the corridors. Apart from the somewhat garish colour 
scheme there did not seem to be much difference. The parquet floor and the wall bars were still 
there and in my mindôs eye I could see us all standing there for morning assembly with Mr Hunter 
or Doc Bain. The treat of the day was to go up the town to get a hot pie from Duncanôs Bakery on 
the High Street and of course we had to walk up to the Church hall for lunch. The curse of ñHealth 
and Safetyò had not arrived. Those were the days.  Enough of the past. We still enjoy our visits to 
the town and attend the U3A and the Grantown Society on a regular basis. I look forward to 
seeing Seonaid, Sheena and George, whose encyclopaedic knowledge of the area never ceases 
to amaze me. It is also a joy to visit the garage just to see Margaretôs smile. We still do a lot of 
walking in Rothiemurchus and it helps to keep us young. Walter and the family come up from 
Larbert. Granddaughter is now in her second year at the West of Scotland University and 
grandson is in fourth year in the secondary. Last year he was diagnosed with diabetes but seems 
to have coped well with the daily injections. Gary spends most of his time in Ayrshire and the 
website I mentioned last year is finally up and running. All you keen golfers have a look at 
www.scottishgolfmuseum.co.uk and be amazed at his huge collection of golfing memorabilia. 
Some day he is hoping to put it on display. 

https://webmail.glowscotland.org.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=glowscotland.org.uk&u=gw09ritchiedaphne&url=http://www.scottishgolfmuseum.co.uk/&urlHash=1.7536297158367735E-224


 6 

 
 
SHIRLEY FINDLAY (MASSON) 
Where has another year gone? Our little grandson Bradley is now running around keeping 
everyone on their toes. Claire enjoys visiting Dundee to see Sian who is now in her second year 
at Dundee University. 
  
ELSPETH M FRASER (MITCHELL) 1935 ï 1947 
Lucky to have two sons and one daughter and their families living beside me. Eldest son and 
family live in Aberfeldy. Had a lovely holiday with them in Portugal in July. 
  
MARLENE A FRASER (McWILLIAM) 
Had a lovely time at the F.P. meal and thoroughly enjoyed Billy Laingôs talk. Took me back many 
years. Thanks so much to the committee for their work arranging it ï much appreciated. Hope to 
spend more time at the cottage next year (2012). 
  
ROBIN U FRASER 1951 ï 1954 
Life goes on as usual, apart from becoming a year older. Nothing of note happened during 2011. 
All the best to everyone for 2012. 
  
ALLAN GRANT 
As I write this I am 5 days away from flying back to visit Scotland again, so hope the weather is 
kind! I am still working in the same school in Sydney (although many would question working!) 
and will see my working days out here. Luckily, I am still really enjoying the job and the students, 
although pretty streetwise, are good to work with. They love their sport and PE although Iôm not 
teaching as much PE now as I also teach junior music. Diane broke her ankle in three places 
prior to Christmas last year and is just back to walking close to properly now after the usual 
physio etc. She is retired and thoroughly enjoys working in the garden and using the computer.  
Still see David Scott from Nethy very often as we are Godparents to both his sons and caught up 
with his brother Drew when he was over last Christmas.  Thanks for keeping the magazine going. 
It is always good to read peopleôs news. Until next time - Gôday! 
  
DR ALISTAIR (ALEC) GRANT 1957 ï 1968 
Working as a principal lecturer at the University of Brighton; teacher, writer, social researcher. 
One wife, two lovely grown-up daughters and a granddaughter and son-in-law. Brother Jimmy 
now lives in Hampshire. Nearly 60 and life is good! 
  
BETTY GRANT (TEMPLETON) 
Had a lovely holiday with the family in Majorca during the last 2 weeks in September.  Came back 
home to enjoy exceptionally fine October and November.  All gardening up-to-date and had a fair 
number of walks in the surrounding district in which we are fortunate to live.  It was good to meet 
in with Jane Marshall recently.  She was happy hearing about the whereabouts of her former 
school friends.  She is very well and now lives in Gloucestershire.  I have frequent telephone 
conversations with Mrs Isobel Spalding (Poppy Gunn) ï she is always happy to hear news of her 
old home town and what is happening in the area.  Her memory is pretty good.  She looks 
forward to receiving the GGS FP magazine and to read news of FPs.  She would love to see her 
old shop (M&Côs) in which she was hairdresser, in business once more.  She sends good wishes 
to all. 
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FIONA GRANT 1961 ï 1974 
Still working in Ophthalmic Eye Unit of Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. Still finding it a fascinating part 
of medicine after almost 30 years. No two days are the same. However, drawback now of too 
much paper work and not enough time in my clinic to see patients. Off to Majorca with Mum and 
Dad again in September. They love the pool and the heat. 
  
SHELAGH M GRANT 
Still working with British Midland Airways at Edinburgh Airport and enjoying the challenges it bring 
every day. Frequent holidays are an added plus. 
  
PATRICK GRANT 1961 ï 1967  
Now 5 years into my (early) retirement I managed to drag the creaking body round the 
Lumphanan ñde-toxò 10k on 2

nd
 January 2011 ï and have barely tried jogging since! However I 

am grateful to continue to be fit enough to climb hills; in July I accompanied my wife, Linda on her 
final Munro in the Fannaichs, aptly names AôChailleach. Our little motorhome, which served us 
well earlier in the year in the Pyrenees and other parts of Spain and France proved just as adept 
at the top end of some Scottish glens ï aye itôs a tough life being retired! 
  
SALLY N GREENLEES (GRANT) 1964 ï1976 
Enjoyed the FP dinner in April at the Grant Arms. Many thanks to all those involved in running the 
FP Club and producing the magazine each year. 
  
MRS KATHLEEN HARRIS (DUNN) 1956 ï 1968  
I hope all ex-classmates have enjoyed their ñspecialò birthdays throughout this year! I retired from 
my teaching post this summer and, so far, am managing to fill my days (and evenings, with no 
preparation for the following day at school) quite successfully! My already retired friends are keen 
to advise me of all the ñperksò on offer at various stores/garden centres etc with their special rates 
cards for those of a certain age!! We can even use our bus passes to get there!! Thanks for all 
the hard work producing the ñmagò every year ï lots of work but much appreciated and a great 
way of contacting other FPs. 
  
MRS P.A.M. HIGGINS (PAM MacPHERSON) 1949 ï 1956 
All activities greatly curtailed this year, as I have been ill for several months with a bad bout of 
pneumonia. My husband Malcolm has done a fantastic job throughout, looking after me, the dogs 
and the household. My recovery has been very slow, but am now returning to good health. 
  
GEORGE G ILLINGWORTH 1935 ï 1939 
George and Elaine now 54 years living at Delmore, Cupar, Fife. Three of a family ï in Norway, 
Glasgow and Edinburgh and ten grandchildren. 
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JOHN IRVINE 1936 ï 1948 
Had cataracts removed from both eyes and find that colours have improved.  Still getting about 
on my mobility scooter. Enclosed photograph is of boys in 1948 ï left to right ï James Hair, 
Michael Purdy, Jim Johnson, George Hamilton, self, John McDonald and John Duncan. 
 

 
 
KATHRYN LINDSAY LAING 1952 ï 1964  
My family and I have just enjoyed another week in August at Carrbridge. Nicholas, my older son, 
has a time-share at Lochanhully and his family look forward to their yearly visit, from Somerset, 
with great enthusiasm. We were joined this year by Julian, my younger son, and two of his boys 
(twins) and a friend from his Dyce school days and young son, travelling in a very grand mobile 
home. They camped at Loch Morlich and had great fun boating and enjoying the facilities. We all 
met up at the Cairngorm Hotel for Sunday lunch (highly recommended) and then on to the steam 
train, belonging to Strathspey Steam Railways, for a very nostalgic trip to Broomhill and back to 
Aviemore. (Many a Saturday we travelled on the train, at the age of 8/9 years from Grantown to 
Aviemore to Miss Henschelôs horses and ponies at Alltnacriche, accompanied by June Anderson, 
her sister Heather (Bumps) my sister Jaclynn and possibly, for a short time, Gill Ross. Louise 
Collyer and her sisters also frequented Altnachriche) Sorry Louise we missed our reunion, this 
year! My family also had a great day out at ñLandmarkò. The children adored the water slides, and 
I am pleased to report that I and youngest members succeeded in jumping off the 50 foot pole! 
We all had a great time in Strathspey, and the twins, when back in Old Windsor were sobbing to 
their mother saying ñwhen are we going back to Scotlandò? I met a few well kent faces and 
caught up with the news. Grantown is looking well and prosperous. Hereôs to the next Highland 
Holiday! 
  
ELIZABETH MAIN (MacGILIVRAY) 
Most of us believe that disaster etc. only happen to other people but never to us but I and my 
family found out differently. On Friday 5

th
 March 2010 our shop premises, Beale & Pyper, was 

totally destroyed by a horrendous fire. It was frightening to stand and watch 50 years of our living 
going up in flames. I personally thought it was the end of our business. However one year later it 
ñarose from the ashesò rebuilt and although the interior is changed, outwardly it remains the same 
as before. We have learned so much from this disaster, for example never to take life for granted 
and also the kindness and support from our customers, friends and the public has been very 
humbling. I, and the family, feel very blessed to be able to carry on our business in Grantown and 
friendship of all around. 
  


