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We cherish the pious hope \hat 6ur esteemed re<>ders may 
discern in our scribblings this yr,,ar a new maturity .... 3s if 
we had Just come of ag"e, for in· fact, we are n0w taking up 
our (eledronic!l pen to make a start on our 21st attempt ;at 
an Editorial! In our more. _realist:ic moments of self anslysis 
we are more honest, and picture our r�aders saying to 
themselves: Hmm yes, he's d<1finitely getting to be p<1st his 
"sell by11 date! Mais, revenons 6 nos moutons! 

This has been quite a successful year for ocir clubs. Our 
finances are in a healthy state for· a number of reasons: 
many of our "exile" members generously in�hv:ie a d0nation to 
Club funds when ;ordering their magazines, which .is a great 
help in meeting our considerable postage bills, and is much 
appreciated by the Committee; we enjoy extremely favourable 
terms <and a great deal of practical h'i?lp> from th,i School, 
when the magazin,a reaches the production stage, and this 
ensures that it still runs et a profit; and in th'i? p-,st two 
years we have had a most ·welcome boost to our finance�. from 
the Christmas Disco which has .. been organised . on both 
occasions by Mrs Stephen Ritchie .<[l-:iphne Demean> and Mrs 
Gordon McConachie <Alison Grant). The result of this healthy 
situation has been that we have b·een able to contribute £100 
towards the provision of ·school Prizes an,:! a further £100 
for the purchase of books for the School Library in each of 
the past two ye·ars. 
The Christmas Disco has had another boeneficial spin-off for 
us in that nine new members were recruited on that 
occasion this year ... a welcome · transfusion of young blood, 
.Just when the Commit tee· was beginning to be worried about 
the increasing _average age· of otir membership! We trust that 
this momentum can be maintained, for our future existence as 
a clu9 depends upon it. 

Substantial alterations are in progress on the Cromdale Road 
side of the New School. These are in fact the new Entrance 
and Changing Rooms for the Swimming Pool which heve become 
necessary because of the decision to allow a certain amciunt 
of public access to the Pool, when it. is not in use for 

• educational purposes. This has meant an interruption in the 
activities of the FP Swimming Club, which has been so ably 
administered for many years -by its Secretary and Treasurer, 
Mrs Margaret Masson. Guess how ml'lny years?? Yes, it is , 21 
again! And we must say she wears her years of office much 
more winsomely th'c!n yo•.1r editor does! Congritulations 
Margaret, and many thanks on behalf of legions of swimmers! 

We are grateful to o•.1r occasional contributor J.R.A. who has 
produced another article which he describes as a collect ion 
of items caught in a few sweeps of "th<: butterfly net of my 
memory". 

Finally. may we ·enlist· the,_ help of our readers in correcting 
any inaccuracies in our lists. If you spot anything wrong in 
your o':'n entry or in that of ariy <0f y<0ur friend,., please do 
let us know and we will be very pleased to make the 
necessary corrections. Updating of addresses is pl'lrticulerly 
important. 

********** * * 
! BIRTHS ! 
**********·· 

We are delighted to announce the following "Happy Events": 

in Mey, 
a deughter to Mr & Mrs IAIN BEANGE, and also 
e daughter to Mr & Mrs Wil.LlAM ClllSHOLM <JA.NE DUNLOP> 

in July, 
a daughter to Mr & Mrs ALASDAIR CALDER 
e son to Mr & Mrs GRAHAM GRANT 

in September, 
a daughter to Mr & Mrs HEW DALRYMPLE <JANE MORRIS> 

in November, 
a daughter toMr & Mrs DAVID McCUI.J..OCH <SftJNA GRANT> 

in December, 
a daughter to Mr & Mrs STUART ARCHIBAJ..D and also 
a daughter to Flt. Lieut. and Mrs ANDREW UOOAT. 

in February 1993, 
a son to Mr & Mrs DEREK W ALKER. 
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!***************r******·********t 
! ENGAGEMENTS _..,and MARRIAGES ! 
********************�·)H� ******** 

Congratulations and Best Wishes to the followintl on their 
engagement: 

FIONA McCAFFERTY who is engaged to be msrried to . Adie 
Adamson in Shetland in July, 

and to the following on their marriage: 

in July, ALISTAIR MacDONAIJ) and Grace Koch in Adelaide. 
· in August, JOHN SMITH and .Keren I'Anson in St Andrews. 

In September, CLAIRE McCAHN end Tony Alonge in London. 
MIKE ANDERSON snd Gillian Gorman. 

in October, MARX Cl.ARK and Marianne Plenderleith in Lanark. 

Sn.VER AND RUBY WEDDINGS. 

Congratulations also to Mr and Mrs Jim Laing <RATIIERDIE 
TEMPLETON> who celebrated their Silver Wedd:lng in October; 

and to Mr and Mrs Peter Spalding (ISOl!EL OU!ffl> .· who 
celebrated their Ruby Wedding, also in October, ----------------

* NEW RECRUITS * 

----------------
We are very pleased to welcome to the membership the 
foll owing : ---

Mrs W. Atkinson (Wendy Shand) Summerhill: 
38 Springfield Ave Aberdeen. Aberdeen Journals . 

Russell Ferguson Druimuhor Boat of Garten: 
176 Crown St Aberdeen.Hydraulics design engineer 

Donna Fl annery, 17 Castle Road East: P, E. 
and Community Studies at Telford College. 

Alister Laing, 123 High Street, General 
Agricultural Advisor with the El gi n Office of the 
Scottish Agriculture College. <He is· shortly to set 
up house in Lossiemouth.) 

Mr and Mrs Ian Laing <Wendy McBeath), Ian is a butcher 
with Jackie Farquhar, and Wendy teaches P rimary at 
Nethybridge. 

Deane Lawson, Beechend, Mossie Road. 
Buil ding trai nee with W. Lawson 

•Helen M. Loftus (formerly Woodside Cot hge, Carrbridge) 
now 257 Seaside, Eastbourne; E. Sussex BN22 7NT. 
Hel en is doing a working training course in 
Business Admin. and Management with a placement at 
the General Hospital. 

Evan MacDonald Iona, Mossie Rd. Student in 
Maths and Physics at Warwick University. 

Fiona Shaw, Congash: 22 Burnbank Gdns Glasgow 020 6HD. 
Student <Primary Teaching> Jordanhill Col l ege 

Nicola Siaith Carr.brae; Cromdale. Cateri ng Assistant, 
Grandview & Day rel.ease student Elgin College. 

Frank Souter, Glen A'�n. Ballindalloch. 
Gamekeeper. 

We are very gl ad to welcome also, just as we are about t o  
g o  t o  press: 
Mr and Mrs Iain Smith who have ·recently retir�d to 

Lentran <between Inverness and Beauly). Please see 
Main List and Outposts for detail s. 

·Please note:.· .Some of the information contained above 
arrived after the closing date, end after we had printed 
the main l ist. The entries will be updated· in the next 
issue we promise! And please keep us posted about 
changes! 

Date of publication. For the last six years we have been 
publishing arolmd the beginning of April, but some, memberE 
still look for a magazine at Christmastime! rust to explain: 
our timetable is as follows: Desp,.tch of circulars about th'S! 
end of November <to avoid the Christmas rush). Deadline for 
the return of slips: 15th March. Then, last fortnight of 

March: hectic scramble_ to get everything finished off, 
duplicated, assembled, labelled· &nd · posted as close to 1st 
April as we can manage! 



Obituary 
P E TE R  Mc NI C OL 

Pet er McNicol died suddenly at his home in Quebec C i t y  on 
26th March 1 992 .  He was 70 years of age and had been 
ret ired from his  work in t he Merchant Navy f or some 
t.wel ve months.  His sudden passing came as a severe · shock 
to h i s  fami l y  and friends on both sides of the At l ant ic ,  
the more so as he had been in excell ent hea l t h  and had 
paid a visit  to  Grant own onl y  about a mont h  previ ously .  
Pet er l oved travel and had many stories to tell  of t he 
pl aces he had visi t ed. Nevert he less he remained loyal t o  
his  root s i n  Scot l and and t o  t he old  fri ends of his 
schooldays in Grantown, crossing the At l antic  on several 
occasions to be able to be present at our funct ions. We 
wi l l  remember .also . h i s  many ki ndnesses t o  another " exi le" 
Former Pupil ... Mrs Squires (Isa Moyes ) ,  who has been 
unable t o  move far from t he Home. in Laval Wast where she 
has l i ved since being severely inj ured in  a road 
accident .  
To  Peter '  s French-Canadian wi f e  Luc i l le,  t o  his  son I an, 
his  daughter Fiona and his sister Margaret we send t he 
sincerest condolences 6n behalf of our members. We mourn 
t he passi"8 of a good friend and one .· of our most loya1 
members. 

MARGARET < PEGGY> L EGGE 

Peggy Legge died suddenly  on 5th  August 1992 at Woodberry 
Cot t age, Speybridge, where she had for many years made 
her home wi t h  her 11 f el ong friend and f orme.r t eaching 
col l eague, Marie,l Grant .  Peggy and Mariel ret ired 
t ogether 25 years ago t h i s  year, after �Peggy had served 
f or 34 ·years 1n· t he. infant department ,  lat t er l y  also 
holding the post of Deputy  Head of t he. Primary School .  
Peggy was e n  out st anding i nfant t eacher who gave 
unst int ingly of her t alent s to ensure that t he many 
hundreds of pupi l s  who passed t hrough her hands had t he 
best possi ble. start t o  their schooldays and indeed t o  
their l 1  ves. But i t  was not only  i n  t h e  Infant Room that 
her inf luence was fel t ,  for it  was evident to any new 
arrival on the staff t hat the dought y duo from Speybridge 
was at the very cent re of ac t ivi t i es in  t he Grammar 
Schoo l ,  be it in t he cl assroom, at School Concerts ,  
Christmas Part ies,  Morning Assembl ies or even in  t he 
kit chen at Glenmore Camps, they were the wort hy 
l ieut enants  t o  t wo Rec t ors, Mr Hunt er and t hen Dr. Bai n. 
Bot h l adies mai ntained f i rm l inks wi t h  the School and 
wi th  our Clubs in their r et i rement ,  regularly support i ng 
many func t ions and lending t hat not e of cont inui t y  which 
is so basic to the idea of a school .  
To Peggy' s niece Cat herine, and 
struggl ing bravely to overc ome her 
extend t he sincerest sympathy on 
members. 

NI CHOLAS SPENCE: 

t o  Mar iel  
sense of 

beha l f  of  

who 
loss,  
all 

is 
we 

our 

Ni chol as Spence was k i l l ed tragi c a l l y  in a hor r i f i c  mot or 
accident on t he M90 whi le he was driving to work on t he 
morning of 19th October 1 992.  He was st ruck head-on by a 
vehicle  which  had gone out of cont rol and c rossed t he 
cent ral reservat ion.  He .was 50 years of age. 
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Nick was in many ways a model Former Pupi l .  He overcame 
earl y  di sappointment when his original ambit ion t o  join 
t he Navy was t hwar t ed by h i s  failure t o  pass the medical 
examina t i on. Instead he bec.ame aQ apprent ice et t he 
Bristol  evi a t i on works, and it ,  was: t here t hat he began t o  
forge an extremely successful · career in t h e  aircraft and 
defence industries. During his ent ire career he kept 
faithful l y  in t ouch wi t h  hi s ol d school and c ontributed 
regularly to our maga2ii ne .  We remember an . ar.t ic l e  
descri bing h i s  activit ies( at t he . Bristol fact ory, Another 
describing the t est f i r  in� of .e · mi ssi l e, yet anot her wit h  
det a i l s  of hi6 work .in Munich  where he· was i nvolved not 
onl y  wi t h  an int erna t i onal consor.t1um cooperat ing i n  
aircreft . produc t i on, but a l so in  educet i on as president 
of t he Parent /Teacher Association of .the ·· Int ernat ional 
School t here. Fol l owing this he moved to Ankara, where he . 
represented a l arge . number of companies in the 
GEC/Marconi group, and it was f rom . . h i s  base i n  Turkey 
t hat he ret urned to contribut e, as one of t he speakers, 
to the success of our 199 1 Bi.ennial Dinner. 
Nick had since t hen been appointed to a post as Heed of 
European . Market ing for GEC/f'errant i and had only recent l y  
ret urned t o  Scotland. t·o set up· house i n  Abernethy <near 
Pert h)  wit h  his . . . wife Margaret <n�e Maclennan > whom· he 
married soma t hree years ago, 
To Margaret , who has had to face t his appa l l i ng t ragedy 
which  has come upon her so soon after her marriage t o  
Nick, t o  Shona and Jemie, Nick ' s chi l dren from his  
previ r,us marriage, and t o  his st epdaughter Cat herine we 
send t he sincerest sympathy on behalf of our .members. 

Nick was. · buried in Carrbridge Cemet ery in 
t .. o that of Me,r2.i,rS1t.�. s fat her-.. t he late 

who ..i. u . have been· known to ·many of our 
former policemen at Carrbridge. 

the gr ave next 
Hu5h Maclennan 
members es; the 

We extend condolences on behalf  . of t he Cl ubs to t he 
fol l owing member.s who have suf fered berei,vement in t he 
course of the past yeer: 

DONALD Mc:GILLIVRAY who lost his wi fe J anet in July .  

MRS CHAPMAN< ELIZABETH MacDONALD> whose mot her died in 
October 

SANDY McLURE and the other members of the f ami l y  on t he 
l oss of t heir grandmother, Mrs Margeret Ross. She died i n . 
t he l ocal hospit al . in her 108th year 

MRS BRAID <PAMELA. GIBSON> . who lost her husband i n  
January. · 

GILLIES CAMPBELL who l ost his  mother in January a l so. 

t he McMURRAY flllllily, RAYJ«>ND, MAUREEN and EVELYN who · l ost 
t heir  fat her i n  t he same mont h. 

GORDON McGREGOR whose mother died in  February. 
Gordon played a Scot t Skinner eir sens i t i ve l y  on his 
violin at the funeral of his mother in  I nvera llan Church. 
The air, ent i t led "Cradle Song" , was wri t t.en to celebrat e  
t he birth o f  Gordon' a mother, who herse l f  became e n.o,t.ed 
musician. 

We noted. wit h  regret ihe death in May of REV. DAVID HOGG · 
<f ormerl y  of the Bapt ist Church and a l so bri e f l y  of t he 
Music  Department in School > 
and also in July  t hat of REV. · JAMES BOYD, <f ormerly of 
Abernet hy Church) both of whom wi l l  have been wel l  known 
to many of our members.  

Al l of his  former pupi l s  wi l l  have been saddened t o  l earn:  
of  the early deat h in December of  FRANK SANDERS, formerl y  
Principal Science Teacher. Prank died in · t h e  Highland 
Hospi ce  afte\ a i ong and c ouregeous struggle against 
f a i l i ng hea l t h. 
We send our sympathy t o  his  son Mark, a f ormer Dux of t he 
School , 

I an Macpherson drew our attent ion to the death of PAT 
GARROW MB£, a former pupi l who had a dist inguished career 
i n  t he Fo�est ry Commission which culminated i n  his t enure 
of t he o f f ice of Chi er Fores t er of t he Rennoch esht e 
which  covers 14, 000 hectares. 



L O C A L  NEWS 
I f  one is seeking confirmation o f  the theory that global 
warming is occurring, the evidence from Grantown's weather 
over the past year is quite difficult to interpret, The 
feirly frost free spring cmd early summer of '92 
1ubeequently brought great results from the tetties and 
bidding plants, but then the summer seemed fairly 
11ver11ge ... Grantown Show got II dreich day, and Nethy Games 
enjoyed II good one· <which leeted Juet long enough!> October 
and November seemed to have swopped roles . . .  then, the week 
before Christmas,. came the biggest overnight snowfell since 
the big atorm of 1 978. There was e level fall of about 18 
inches which broke branches off trees, blocked roods and 
cloeed echoole. The snow didn't last long however, but it was 
followed by a continuous spell of hard frost which geve 
ideel conditions for one of the biggest bonepiels ever, .. There 
were some 200 participants, .. of course nearly everyone was on 
hol:l.day, and there waa excellent ice ond beoutiful sunshine! 
We hear that tha curlers ara now m11king plane to host the 
Grand Metch et Morlich next winter. A big undertaking with 
isbout ten tines 1111 many teking pert! 
We were berely into the New Yeer when the etorms that 
played auch a feteful part in the Shetland oil tanker 
shipwreck brought even worse conditions on roads all over 
Scotlend 1111 hundreds of motorists became trapped in the 
drifting snow. Shortly afterwerds the Perth area was swamped 
by huge flood,, Whan Februory ceme, it pretended to be Morch 
right till the end when we had more snow and frost. The only 
conatent over the past twelve months seems to us to be more 
end stronger winde than wa used to el!pect .• Qlobal warming.? 
We reaerve our judgnentt 

Still on an environmentel teck, we heva been pleesed to see 
the aucca88 of the local bott111 be.nkli <the Grantown one is 
1n the Burnfield cer park> end we hope thet the provision of 
collection points for drinks cane do 59 well. Locel builders 
McLeod& are building a centrel compound for them at the 
Grainiah tip. 
The walk by the Kylintr11 Burn downetreem from the Silver 
Brids• ha, been . conaiderebly isnproved by drainage work, the 
construction of two bridge1 over the burn and the planting 
of o large nU111bar of trees on the mershy meedow adjoining 
the Cemetery Wood. Grant Park promises to become a very 
intertsting end ettractive 11111enity 11re11 once the affect of 
the new planting can be fully seen. 
The herd U.mea for ferming and business ehow littl� sign of 
coming to en end end, just after New Yeer, c11ma the news of 
the impending closure of B11lmen11ch distillery and the 
Pittyvoich plent ee wall. Thesa ere bound to have 
considerable repercussions over quite a wide area. 
Other telking points locelly heve been the hot · water the 
RSPB got it•alf into for changing the colour scheme of 
ForHt Lodge from the familiar old black and white to 

· ,  something more muted but lees striking; the eviction order 
served on the preaent owner of Castle Grant ... enothar twist 

.":·. in a tortuous telel And on II much more con•tructive note, 
. the various steps teken to commemorete the contribution to 
.. the life of the eree by Karl Fuchs, the late ski-ing pioneer. 

. A conaidereble sum hae 11lre11dy been gethered towards the 
'. conatrucUon of II dry ski slope in the Glenmore erea. 

·. · In_�e sphere ---� locel footbell Grentown hes enjoyed 11 
· vintege yeer, collecting McLean, Capaldi and Cruickshenk Cups 
· in the process, and breaking United's run of four in II row as 

far 11s the McLean Cup ia concerned. 
· · "Old-timers" 1111ong .our members will no doubt have been 
. struck by two recent developments in the school activities: 

rugby has re11ppe11red on the PE curriculum, and in each of 
the p.est three yeers there hee been II theatricel production. 
Plue �11 chenge, plus c•est 111 m6me chose! 

· Ae we near our publication date, School and Community have 
, been gr&11tly elsrmad by cost cutting proposels from Highlend 
.. Region which, if· implemented ss proposed, would heve hed 11 

devastating effect on staffing levels in the Region's smaller 
. secondery schools, leeding perheps to the closure of some 

depsrtments. The generel concern was expressed from many 
querters, by the Rector end the School Board, by means of ,. 
public petition, by our Regionel Councillor, by letters in the 

·. Preas from pupils snd staff end by representations to the 
' Educcition Committee. We ere hopeful thcit these efforts are 

beginning to becir fruit and that the situation of the 
smeller schools like for example Kingussie, Plockton and 
ourselves will receive special consideration. 
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On now to the doings of local members: 
Bot h the F. P. Swimming Club and the Pensioner .Swimmers 
t ook part in the nat i onal Swimfit campaign t o  raise f unds 

·for the Mul t iple Sclerosis Society. "fhe F. P. • s re1'1ed 
£432 end the Pensioners £328. 
VERA CAMPBELL hee been having qui t e  a bit of press 
coverage this year. Together with her insep11r11bla friend 
and former colleague Margaret Jack, they made the 
nat ionel press in Norwey this summer beceuse of t he 
regular visits they have paid ennually to Norwegien 
friends over the past 35 yeers, The story was of course 
duly reported in the " St rathie" , complete with picture, 
but this wae outdone by enother "Strathie" picture of 
Vere, Margaret Cruickahenk and Sheila Wil son, all in 
bathing c�timas, · f l anked by II bevy of h11ndso11e, youngish 
l ooking man which included JOHM DUNCAN and the editor of 
this publ icetionl The occasion Wl!IS t he charit y  swill by 
pensioner ewi111ners in the School Pool mentioned ebove. 

. And goseip in the Genta• Changing Room hee it that t he 
ladies were hoping t he pict ure would 11ppe11r on PAGE 3 I 
MARGARET CRUICISHAHl ia eho one of II group of ladies 
who have teken enthueiast icel ly to long distance welking 
over the pa1t y11r. Thei r  moat notable exploit 10 tar w111 

· the conqua.t of the 46 miles of the Speyeide Way over 11 
three dey period. Other members with FP connect ions ere 
Mrs May Stuart and Mre Chria Low. 
ANGUS GORDOHh11s teken over 11s convener of Badenoch and 
Strethspey District Counci l  on t he ret irement of Alieteir 
McCook after 26 year11 in local government .  Angus was 
ret urned unopposed at le.at year• s elect ion. One of hia 
recant dut ies wee to eccept II congr11tul11tory cert i ficete 
for the euceee of t he District ' s  efforts in glees 
recycling. Do we hove on above 11ver11ge number of empt ies 
t o  dispose of we wonder? 
MARTIN end CHRISSIE GRMIT wi l l  be missed at t he Dinner 
this ye11r aa t hey are to be off to Australia to visit 
their aon Robert who now rune two Spor t s  Equipment shops 
in Sydney. We wish then "Bon voyeget " 
For e l ong whil e  l est yeer in the window of the Poat 
Office were displayed two photographs, one emaU end one 
great iy enlarged, of STEWART GRAHT in the act o f  
demol ishing a b11nan11. We always int ended t o  111k Stewart 
whether t heee were en advertisement for the enlerging 
ski l l s  of Aviemore Photographic or propagando for t he 
reducing effect of the banana diet ! 
We noted in the Strathie in December the announcement of 
t he engegement of Margeret, the deug_hter of Mrs Geor:ge 
Hlllllilton <EVELYJI MACKINTOSH) end we send our best wishes, 
MRS HOGG (1£AN CRUICKSHAHK> is active ae president of the 
local Senior Citizens' Associat ion. 
GORDON JACK had a long spell in hospi t el last year wi th 
c i rculat ion troubles in his foot, but has mede a very 
good recovery. 
CRAIG _ LAMRIE is part of a reel fem.Uy busineee at t he 
Skye of Curr Heather Centre which hie fether--end -mother 
began to bui ld up eome 20 yeers ego. They are . assisted 
also by Creig' s younger brother hn and by his 
grandG10ther. They ere kept busy by some 30, OOO viaitore 
per yeer mainly brought t o  them by the coech tour 
operetors. 
GORDON Mc:CONACHIE hes l ef t  ferming to teke up a post 11s a 
civi l  servant with the Agricul t ure end Fisheriee Dept . of 
the Scot t ish Office based i n  Aberdeen, We have cont inued 
to treet him aa a local member meent ime, os hie wi fe cn,e 
ALISON GRAH'I') end he are , t i l l  in the proces• of houee
hunt ing in ' Aiberdeen an' twel mile roonl ' This involves 
Grenny and Granda Grant in a bit of extra beby-sitt ingt 
JIM J.k:KENZIE celebrated hi s 87th birthday le.at yeer with 
a family gathering. lt fol lowed II holiday undertaken by 
thi s enterprising octogenarian on a l ongboat on t he 
English c11n11l system. Ha ia elso in h�s 70th year 11s a 
church choir member end regulerly t urns out for precticee 
and eervicee. 
STUART MACIENZIE cont inues to enjoy hie work wit h  
j!adenoc.11 Land Management .  
,After lying 11l111oet derelict for ,. good number o f  yeers, 
Lynemore <Spay Avenue> hee undergone II complete and 
_t asteful. refurbishment to become the home and place of 
business of MR a, MRS HOOH McLEMAN <DIANNE DUNCAN> .  
Fol lowing some years spent ebroad i n  the Solomon Islends 
and later in the Turke and Ceicos, where Hugh was Crown 
Counsel , t hey have now ret urned to Grant own, and Hugh hes 
rejoined hie former " �oas" Gordon Mccul l och to set up the 
new l egal firm of t;,::Cleman and McCulloch, We wish them 
every succeaa. 
ALISTAIR McLEOD hod ll wedding in the family in November 
�hen his son Norman was married in Cheshire. 



News from . the Outposts 
MRS ALI.Ali (l«>NA McLEAN> " determined not to be late with  
the  elip  this year" wae in  fact one of  the earliest 
returners. She is  "happy to  be st i l l  fit and well" ,  and 
assures her friends that she is st i l l  in Biggar, in case 
they thought she had gone elsewhere ! 
MRS 'CONY ALOlfGE <CLAIRE McCANN> who was married last 
August , writes that she and her husbemd are considering a 
move elsewhere in the UK as they " have to fol low the 
j obs. " They have now been 5 years in  London. Claire is 
also .brushing up her French end I talien " for use in the 
job market . "  
IIRS ANDERSON <SHONA MACDOUGALi..) has moved to the Black 
Isle and i s  enjoying her new home there. Her husband and 
she are also looking forward to a trip " down under" in  
March during which they are due to  become grandparents. 
We send all good wishes. 
MRS AJIGUS <ELLA WOOi)) replied prompt ly  to  our November 
mai l ing with • eve1·y good wish for a successful evening" 
at our reunion in April  and apologies for her inabi l i ty  
t o  attend. 
An immaculately hemd-printed envelope brought the r.eply 
from MRS/DR BAHZAD <CHRISTOBEL TERRIS>. Christobel easily 
outstrips all  competi t ion as the neatest writer we 
encountered in  over thirty years of marking exercise 
books, end it  seems that the passage of the years end the 
pressures of medical pract ice have not impaired that 
ski l l !  We remember feeling some pangs of conscience if we 
did on the odd occasion have to wri t e  something in our 
rather slovenly hand on one of Christ obel' s exercises I 
Al though she complains about i t s  cold winds, she 
cont inues t o  live in Aberdeen, but visits old friends in 
the U. S. twice a year. 
BRUCE' BAIN is recovering from the disc troubles which 
have plagued him for some time end i s  hoping to  resume 
work in  Central Europe. He hai; also decided to  keep on 

• the family  home in  Elgin. Like most of the rest of the 
continent, only more so because of their personal 
involvement, Bruce and family are hoping for an 
acceptable solut ion to the t roubles which beset the 
former Yugoslavia. 
Mrs ADRIAN BANKS <LORNA STEPHEN> was in  Grantown over 
Christmas and New Year for her mother' s  move f"rom The 
Larches to Woodside Court . Lorna' s Mum, MRS STEPHEN 
<NELLIE BYERS> had an unfortunate fall at home in October 
which landed her in  hospital for a spell,  but she has 
recovered sufficient ly  to enable her in her new 
surroundings to regain the independence which she values 
so much, We send her every good wish. Lorna' s daughto<'" 
continue with their univers!�r courses: Caroli ne 
<Maritime Studies et Cardiff )  i s  having a year' s 
pract ical eKperience with Canada Maritime, while 
Madeleine is  doing Business Studies et  Bristol Poly, now 
renamed the Universi t y  of the West of England. 
WPC FRANCES BEAHGE has t ransferred from the Lewisham 
Station of the "Met" to the North Yorkshire Pol ice f'orce. 
Big brother IAIN B£ANGE is "current ly  operating on the MV 
Exemolar between Taiwan <Newcastle) Australi a  and 
Rott�rdam. " His company is Newcastl e-based. He also has a 
new address in Blyth.  Please see l ist .  
Our sympathy goes out t o  MRS BRAID (PAMELA GIBSON> wnose 
husband died in January after a long and very trying 
i llness. She hopes to be in Grantown for Easter, at 
Glenwhern with her family. 
MRS BROCKLEHURST <MARGARET/MABEL !4cWILLIAM> spent a 4 

. week holiday on the island of Sentosa Ca 10 min. ferry 
r ide from Singapore> " and enjoyed it t remendously . . .  the 
constant heat did wonders fer the old arthritic  bones ! "  
IA!H BROWN is r..ow " leaving foot ball and rugby to  the 
younger fry and concentrat ing seriously on his guitar. He 
claims to be highly thought of by his  t eacher and leader 
and is somet imes even allowed to sing! How' s that for the 
musical dunce of Primary 5? Eat your heart out , Chay 
Ross! 11 

JOHN CALDER is  now working in  Glasgow where his thermal 
insulat ion firm has opened a branch office. He came up to  
Granto•m at  Christmast ime, and then headed even further 
North to Thurso to visit his sister Alison and her 
pol iceman husband Keri .  

SANDY CALDER ret ired from ·scott i sh Telecom in -·Inverness 
lest year and, according to daughter Eileen, " i s  enjoying 
ret i rement very much" . He wi ll be kept busy as a Grandad 
too with  the arri val  of another grandchild last July. 
Please see ijirths for detai ls, 
GILLIES CAMPBELL describes 1992 as "en unremarkable year" 
arid goes on' to elaborate by adding, " Reports !  report s !  
and more report;; ! "  Yes, we knew Munn & Dunning meant a 
decade' s work, and we felt the schools would need 
reasonable peace for about as long again to digest it 
properly,  but instead. , .  reports to  the power "n" ! We look 
forward to  seeing Gillies at the Reunion. 
On a :snowy morning in early  March there arrived from 

MRS CHAPMAII <ELIZABETH McDOffALD> "Greet ings from a very 
warm New 'i>iymouth! " <NZ> E l izabeth was home last August 
and enjoyed her visit "despit e  the rain" ! She reckons she 
doesn' t do anything eKcit ing, but keeps busy with "house 
and <optional ! >  garden, Riding for the Disabled and 
Scott ish Country Dancing. Nice stamps again. Thank you ! .  

MRS CHISHOLM <JA!iE DUNLOP> counts 1992 a s  " an eventful 
year" and the reason is  duly reported in  our "hoppy 
events" column! She feels sure that the " pract ical 
experience" of chi ldbirth wil l  have improved her 
�idwifery skills  and looks forward to  returning to part
t ime

.
nursing when l i t t le Rachel is old enough. 

Mrs ALISON CLARK Please see " Ronaldson. Fami ly" . 
"Yet again a busy year, • writes DAVID CLARK, " although we 
have , had time to become expectant parents !  Our baby i s  
due ' in Apri l  and this should provide a n  addit i onal 
incent ive for our Scott i Gh relati ves to  t ravel sout h ! "  
A l l  good wishes . . .  we look forward t o  report ing the birth! 
David' s brother MARK CLARK also sent us a cheerful slip  
expressing satisfact ion on  several counts: his move to  
Kirriemuir a year ago, the completion of  five enjoyable 
years with  CSC Crop Protect ion, and above all " t aking the 
plunge" last October end get t ing married to Marianne, an 
excise officer in Dundee. Our best wishes to you both! 
MRS COWA!i <VILMA IRVING> nearly forgot to  return her slip  
this year till  she had a t i mely reminder from brother 
John, Wilma is still  in Darlington. 
MRS CRAIG (D0RO'Jl1Y CALDER> sent us an order for two 
magazines ·fron her home by Glsnesk Dist i l lery, Montrose. 
Our thanks for your support .  
We were pleased to  hear from MRS CRICHTON <LORNA FORBES> 
as we knew she was moving away from Aberdeen, and 
wond�red if our slip had reached her. The move was 
init iat ed by her husband' s promot ion t o  a Superint endent 
Radi�grapher' s post in the Cardiology Dept . et Glasgow 
Royal .  So they are now in Lennoxtown at the foot of the 
Camp�ies with an address which makes us think Lorna must 
someti mes feel she is back at Balmenach in the shadow of 
the Cromdalesl They have a son and a daughter, one 
st'art ing school, and one going to nursery, so Lorna hopes 
to be able to find a part-t ime j ob.  
MKS lmW l1ALK1'tll't.E (J"IIHB MORlltIS> moYod to her new home in  
East Lothian last May, but her b ig  event of the year was 
the ·birth of her third child, Theophania in September. 
MRS , DAVIDSON <MARGARET McBEATII> was shat tered at the 
changes she found in Grantown on her last visit . . .  " 50 
year;s away, and I don' t know anyone in Grantown now, " she 
rem!irke, " and not even a slate left of the Stat ion 
Cot t ages ! But I did enjoy a visit to the Museum! " 
GEORGE DIXON checked in (j ust in time ! ) from the Central 
Regional Archives in  St irl ing. He expresses . . a real 
historian/archivist ' s  fury at the Edinburgh solicitors 
who , have destroyed the only surviving estate papers 
rel6ting to the founding of Newtonmore. One of the 
sal ient lessons of the Antiques Road Show seems to us 
that one man' s treasure i s  another man' s rubbish! And 
George was seeking these papers to complete his 
interrupted series of " Strathie" art icles . 
(MARGARET DONALD " mi ssed visit ing Grantown this 
year ( ' 92 ) "  but hopes to  remedy this in  ' 93 .  Unfortunately 
she ' can' t manage the Dinner, having been bidden to  a 
wedding that day. Good luck to that celebration as well !  
We are grateful t o  his sist er Sheina for en update on the 
doit'igs of the family of KEITH DONALDSON. His three girls 
are at the st udent stage, doing Lew, Optometry and 
Business Studies respectively. 
EDDIE DUNCAN is st i l l  supervising buses in l'ife Region 
but has moved from Dunfermline to a new address in East 
Whit burn, West Lothian. 
i4R5 PETER EDMUNDS-JONES <JANET DIXON> is a tutor in Avon 
College of Health, Bristol, with their Paediatric Team. 
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L O C A L  NEWS <CONTINUED> 

MRS DONALD MAIN <ELIZABETII McGILLIVRAY> defeated both SNP 
and Labour opposit i on t o  ret ain her seat in the District 
Council  elec t ion last May wit h  a h�a l t hy maj ority. 
ERNIE OAKES is st i l l  employed at Balmenach · meant ime 
overseeing the business· of closing t he di s t i llery down, 
after which he is to t ake early retirement t his summer. 
It is good to learn that t he company

.
has been responsible 

in its t reat ment of the workforc·e, offering early 
retirement to  older employees throughout the area and 
j obs in other plants t o  t he younger ones. 
JOCK PATERSON has had more than his share of health 
probl ems in the past year and nearly missed the big Moy 
Hall Trophy bonspiel altogether, having · only been 
discharged from hospi tal t hat morning with  his leg in 
plast er. However he did pay a visit, albeit in a 
wheelc:hair, and had t he pleasure of knowing that the 
fami l y  reput ation for curl ing ski l l  _w11s in safe 
hands. , .  son Ian was in· . t he winning t eam, and 1 4  year old · 
grandson D1'1Vid MacArt hur <son of 10AH PATERSON> was the 
youngest c\lrler on t he ice!  
SHEILA SMITH tells us t hat  she had a trip to London and 

t o  the Frankfurt area lest year . In Germany ·she . was 
visit ing the widow of a German prisoner of war who worked 
for them on the farm at Aucherneck during his capt ivity. 
JOHN S'11.lART sent us e nice PC from· Cyprus where .May and 
he went for e winter break. ·The weather had been a bit 
mixed, but they found plenty of int erest ing th.ings to 
visi t ,  
BILLY TEMPLETON wi ll  be having a busy year as secretary 
of Abernethy Gol f  Ch,b in this its  Centenary year. In 
preparation for this i mportant event , £25, OOO has been 
splashed out C! l on a computer operated watering · syst em! 

H. M. Se rvices , News 
CRAIG BEVERJ.:00£ writes that he is enjoying service life both 
ashore and aboard the H,M,A.V. Ardennes. Ports of call in the 
past year have included Faslane, Uist and St.Kilda."The "bird" 
life at the letter was not quite the same as down south!" he 
comments. We had not realised he was such a keen 
ornithologist !  His ship has also ·m11de two tripe to Norway, 
and there may be a trip to the "Med" in the .off:lng. . · 
MAJOR JOHN Cl..4Rt reports tliat . his Engineer Regiment <uhich 
deals with the dangerous business of Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal> is moving its HQ to Wimbish <Camba. >  this year and 
at the same time <unlike the \'"est of the Army) is doubling 
in size under the "Options for Change" scheme. ''The work load 
will now vastly increase, and golf will tak«' e back seat for 
a while!" he reflects r·uefully. · 
ARC!llE LIGGAT, now promoted to Squadron Leeder, had a busy 
year as dis_play pilot for the Phantc,,. in ito last year of 
service. We hear that he wee greeted with. champpgne when he 
landed at Leuchars after the last public appearance of the 
Phantom. Subsequently however, as he watched his aircraft 
being taken off to the breakers, he says he . feit more than a 
little like a cowboy who had been forced to shoot his horse !  
Follow:lng his promotion, h e  i s  now in charge of a training 
squadron flyi,ng Hawks (the aircraft used by the Red Arrows 
aerobetic team) and he is occasionally seen over Grantown, 
weggling his wings as he flies down Massie Ro11d. · · 
We enjoyed watching his wee daughter Catrione taking a keen 
interest in the proceedings at the Christmas D11y ·service for 
children in Inver11llan, · 
Flt. Lieut.ANDREW LIGGAT who serves in the RAF Regiment ,  
seems bent ori avoiding · the joys 11nd duties of parenthood 11s, 
since the bi_rth of. his daughter_1 he seems to be ·spending all 
his time marching his men up to the top of hills 11nd 
persuading them to slide down egain, . or visiting exotic <?> 
isl11nds like the Outer Hebrides or the. Falklands . However we 
hear he does hope to present Beth Amelia Irene to the 
assembled family be for" "" 150 to print ! 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

dance, then set of f  for home , Chad and Margeret in t he 
f ront . wi t h me , and , I t hi nk , Bobby in t he back . I 
prompt l y  fell  asleep, t o be wakened and tol d  we were 
approaching GrailtoWI1 . . .  but it t ctrned . out t o be Du.f f t own ! 
and t hi s at 4am on t he Sunday morning ! 
Shakespeare t el l s us t hat " old  men forget " ,  but who could 
forget t hose event ful days? 

J . R. A. 

SCHOOL DA YS 

I N  THE I NTER- WAR YEARS 

MEK>RIES GRAVE AND GAY. 

HY FIRST DAY AT GRANTOWN GRANMAR SCHOOL. I was aged eight 
when : I t ransferred f r.� Dulnain, rt o Gr1mt own - School, end 
only t h e  day before school opened , a bicyt l e  was bought 
for me at • Shaw' s" < lat er "Boyd' s" ) et the top end of t he 
High St reet. I t  was ridden home t o Dul .na_in by my el der 
sist�r, and I had t hen . to l earn to . ride it  by the 
following day. Al l went ·" well  on my _first t'rip  · unt i l  I 
reached the st eep brae et the bot t om of the High St reet . 
I had almost reeched t he t op when , distracted'

.
by a crowd 

of boys at t he end of a cl ose, I fel l · .off ! .  .tt\e ' 'j eers of 
t he . onlookers were qui ckly  st i l l ed by t he 'arrival of 11 
" knight errent• , t he biggest boy in t he· g'roup - Wi l l i e  
Laing , who came t o  my · rescue, picked· up · m y  bike, and 
walked wi t h  me up t he hill ,  Dear Wi l l i e· - many years 
l at er, when he was t he farmer of Gaich, he woul d  oft en 
chat t.o the nannie who t ook my yot.mger sister out in he� 
pr�.m. They married . . . .  1md Jean and he l i ved happi l y  · ever 
a f t er . 
A : TRAGIC ACCIDENT. The spot where I fell off my bicycl e  
was t he scene only t wo o r  three years l at er of a fat al 
accident , when the l it t l e girl Ledingham was knocked down 
and k i l l ed by a car. Was this, I wonder, Grantown' s first 
road eccident fatality? 
THE DANGEROUS SPEY, Anot her t regedy involved the Si l ver 
boys, t hree brothers · who l ived wi th their parents at 
Broom CoH age, opposite  · Creggan Mi l l .  · _One very warm 
summer day t he three boys went·  down t o the Spey to bat he, 
and only one ret urn ed. Nowhere ,on the Spey is s11 f e for 
bat hing . 
ANOTHER KNIGHT ERRANT. In my early  days at Dulnain Bridge 
School I was fortunat e to find another rescuer when , i n  
the playground, I became entangled in some barbed wire . 
This brought about II lerge and embarrassing t eer in  
t he seat of my  trousers! I remember standing in confusi on 
wi t h  my back to t he wal l ,  suf fering th.e guffaws of my 
classmates, t i l l Chad Ross appeared and t ook me in t o  
Mi ss Cameron, who did a running repair wit h  safety pins!  
OP TEACHERS AND SPORTS ACTIVITIES. I n  Grent own we were 
blessed wl. t.h sympathet ic t eachers, under the Rec t or Mr . 
MacLennan - Mi ss Lawson, dear old Miss MacGregor and Miss 
Campbell - then on t o  the Higher Grade. Here, for most 
boys, t he centre of t he universe w11s a newcomer , Bob 
Wi l son. Arriving about 1 928, he transf ormed t'he spo d i ng 
l i fe of t he school . We suddenly found t o  our del ight , not 
only foot bal l  being orgenized, but al so new games - rugby 
and cricket and t he necessary equipment provi ded. 
At hlet ics t oo blossomed for the first .t ime , and t o 
encourage compet i t ion , the House ·system was init i et ed and 
lhe Old Guard Clue S><>t · up. Ioobol Grant nf Bal l i nlut g was 
th_: ___ ou�st anding athl et e  of my t ime . . .  t hank . goodness . I . 
never had t o race against her ! . .  , 
CONTEMPORARIES. Gri :zel Dean of Advi e, Ella  Wood enc{ Jah 
Cooke of · Cromdsle, Ian Forbes of Connage - end two who 
sadly  were early casual t i es of t he war . . . . quiet , modest 
and industrious Harry Fraser of Nethybridge and John 
Laing.  Edwin Munro figures on t he Dux Board, and t hough 
John Mi lne, J immie McLeod and Jock Paterson do not , al l 
t hree have done· thei r  teachers proud in lat er l i f e . I 
remember how Jimmie was unl ucky enough to l ose e f inger 
in a crash while sledging on the 1 4t h  fai rway , and it was 
about t hat t ime t het his fat her (or was it Jock ' s  father? 
The memory plays t r icks ! ) became "world f amous" as far as 
we boys were concerned by ski pping t h e  Royal Carsebreck 
Bonspi el Team. 
PERSEVERANCE in ADVERSE WEATHER - A GGS TRADITION! No 
mat t er how severe t he weather , we could never l eave 
school bef ore 4pm. Wi t h very heavy snowfalls we were 
vccasi onally f orced t o  l eave .- ou_r bicyc l es at the ol d  LMS 
st at ion and ,  walk home t o Dul nein along the rai lway l'ine . : 
The bus service d i d  not appear t i l l  I was about 12 .  Yet 
on the only two occesions .when I f igured on the prhe 
l i st ,  i t  was f or . . .  " per fect at t endance" !  
PLAYING FOR DULNAJN TEAMS. I confess I found f oot ball 
much ·more int erest ing t han ·Science or La t i n !  At one t ime 
t he GGS t eem had six  boys from Dul nain: two Mack i nt osh 
cousins, two Ross broi her� Donni e Fraser and rnys-lf ,  so 
i t  fol l ows t hat at t hat t ime Dul nain had t he best boys 
t eam in t he Strat h . A l at er memory is of a MacNiven Cup 
f inal at Tomintoul aft er which we attended the ·vU lage 

<Concluded at foot of left hand column. ) 
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CLIVE ELRICK bas moved out of Elgin to "the st icks" as he 
terms Orton, "hopefull y  t o  prevent a nervous breakdown 
due to the stresses of being a driving instructor ! "  He 
has also t aken to coming to Grantown to play golf .  
Probably not a s  therapy we think, a s  h e  apologises in  
advance for  any stray bal ls  which may hi t the  School ! 
MRS EWEN <BETTY ROBERTSON> . admits  to having arthritis  
problems. which she describes as " the sore back syndrome 
of older nurses" . She misses seeing her grandchi ldren who 
l ive in London, a situat i on we are also familiar with 
but it  is  something of a consolat ion to think that so�� 
of our members have t o  cross hal f the world to see the!r 
nearest and dearest . Betty  st 111  maintains her interest 
in  the work of S. S. A. F, A. 
MRS FARQUHAR <AMANDA MUNRO) is st i l l  working as Pract i�e 
Nurse at the Oldmeldrum Medical Centre and is  " grateful 
to have a job that is  both rewarding and enj oyable, " bµt 
her big news item is that she wil l  be going on maternity  
leave at  the  end of  May. Daughter Siobhan who starts 
school in August is  looking forward to  being a big sist�r 
around that t ime.  We send all  good wishes to you all .  
MRS FEA.R.NLEY <MAUREEM MACAULAY> reports that " o�e 
nest ling has flown the nest . . .  but there are still  two t o  
go ! "  For her own part, she i s  st i l l  supply t eaching, 
doing a six mohth maternity  l eave vacancy in Nursery, " ahd 
really enjoying i t . " She is lcoking forward part icularly 
to  the Reunion and seeing " old classmate Nei l and 
' l i t t le' bridesmaid Janet t e. " 
Mr & Mrs TOk FERGUSON (PAMELA MACDONALD> are st i l l  living 
in Currie, Midlothian. Tom is Operation Services Manager 
with Lothian Health  Board end Pamela an Administrat i�e 
Assistant at the Esms Fairburn Research Centre at Heribt 
Watt Universi ty. 
GEORGE FINDLAY in  Sydney had a visit from his parents 
during the fest ive  season, and we understand, on very 
good authority, <his Mum! ) that he intends to ba home for 
next Christmas. 
MRS W. FORSYTH <NANCY GRAY> writes as an enthusiast ic 
Granny with  printer ' s ink in her veins!  She has j ust had 
her first short st ory published, and has now completed 
the manuscript of the story of her first 2 1  years 
(including her Grantown days > ,  AND her grandson Malcolm 
came 4th in Scotl and in e poetry contest with  a poem niiw .. 
publ ished in a nat ional anthology! We await with - interest 
the story of her next 40 years which she says is even 
more exci t ing than the first 2 1 !  
MRS FRASER <ELSPE'l'H MITCHELL> called on us one day 
towards the end of February when she had been down t o  
Grantown again t o  hel p  with her mother ' s return to  her 
own place. Mrs Mit chel l senior had be11n seriously  i l l  and 
in hospital both locall y  and in Raigmore but has made · a 
good recovery and is determl.ned t o  retain her 
independence <with  support from the family ! ) 
ROBIN FRASERdescribes 1 992 as " event ful "  with the arrival 
of grandchild No. 3, and an operation for a hiatus hernia 
on himself  in  Sept ember . . .  " almost ful ly rscovered, " he 
reports .  Just before his op he spent a holiday in 
Rothiemurchus and " enj oyed visit ing old haunts in  t he 
area. n 

SHONA FRASER continues her nursing career at Ninewells  in 
Dundee. 
MRS GLASSE <PANELA MAIN> is enjoying l i fe in Suffolk, 
bringing up her two youngsters, Jamie and Hannah. In  
keeping with family  tradit ion, she has t aken up 
upholstery whi ch she has been doing at night school. 
MRS GORDON (AID! PATON) has still  kept si lent about why 
the street she l ives in is cal led Glamourhaugh Ave. We 
doubt we may yet have to enlist the aid of Hunt ly 

Councillor Jimmie Cullen <Yes indeed, he of the Airborne 
beret, who left GGS to become head of PE at the Gordon 
Schools in Huntly) to solve this problem! 

Congrat ulat ions to indust rial chemist JAMES GORDON who 
has had his post upgraded together with a move t o  Lever 
Development. This meens that hi s stay in Hol l'and wi l l  
last another 2-3 years. 
James' s sister MAIRI GORDON is still  working as a medical 
secretary at Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. 
DENISE GRANT tel ls  us she has almost completed her sixth 
year as a WPC with Tayside Police in Dundee. Doesn' t t ime 
ily when you are enjoying yourself'? Judging from t'he 
chirpiness of our WPC members, a policeWOMAN' S lot seems 
to be qui te  a happy one! 

'FIONA_ and SHELAGH GRANT ere bot h st i l l  in Edinburgh, but 
recent ly enj oyed a weekend t rip to Paris . . . we quote: 
"hopefully  the first of many this year. " We gather that 
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Mum has been dropping hints that it would be nice to be 
included! 
GRAHAM GRANT is on cloud nine about the birth of 
Christ opher Graham l ast July . . .  mind you a boy weighing in 
at 91b 2oz i s  certainly worth celebrat ing, even �hough 
G:-aham admits  he doesn' t inherit his stature from his 
dapper little Dad!  (Editor' s choice of adjecti ves ! ) .  
Graham says the recession · i s  st i l l  bi t ing in  Invergordon, 
but there are 18 cruise l iners booked in to call this 
year, so ·that should certainly help. 
MRS LEWIS GRANT <SARAH MACDONALD) had a wedding in  the 
family  last May when her son was married in Alvie Church 
to Sara Jane Trumper from Ontario. 
MRS GREENWOOD <MARY WINCHESTER> is  st i l l  in  Todmorden, 
Lanes but had no news of note. 
MRS W. J .  GREIG <MARGARET GRANT) reports from St Andrews , 
that her husband had a successful year at l ocal flower 
shows, winning several cups, after which they set off for 
a coast to coast American t r ip  due to be followed by 
winter visits to Malta  end Cyprus. · Who looks after the 
plants we wonder? I t ' s  always a problem in our house! 
Our thanks to DONALD GUN'H who, from D ingwall ,  sends 
greetings to all and good wishes for the auccese of the 
Dinner. 

ALBERT HASTINGS is st i l l  running " The Gift Shop" in 
Nairn. 
IAll HERD has a new address in  Auckland, New Zealand, in  a 
district cal led Balmoral ! P lease see l ist for details. 
Anxious MumMRS HIGGINS <PAM MACPHERSON> writes: " I  am 
writ ing this in bright sunshine <dated 27th Feb) , but r· 
see from the forecast that bl izzards are sweeping across 
t he Grampian area, and yet agdn I am at t empting to  
dissuade my climbing-mad student son from renewing his 
affinity  with the Cairngorms unt i l  early  summer .  No doubt 
Grandad <Peter MacPherson> wi l l  be on the phone to echo 
my sentiment s . . .  his words carry much more weight .than 
mine, as much of his youth was spent get t ing to know 
these mountains. " And no doubt his nearest and dearest 
were equally anxious! 
MRS HOBBS (GILLIAM HENDERSON> has returned to  her 
physiotherapy work (p&rt-t ime) after the birth of her son 
Hamish in  January 1992. His birth coincided with  the 
heaviest rainfal l  ever recorded in 24 hours in  the Perth 
<Australia) area! We are not quite  sure what that might 
be an omen for . . .  maybe a career in duck farming! 
ANDREW and DUNCAN ·HOWLETI checked in from their usual 
addresses but had no news of note to report . .. 
Mrs JOHN HUNTER <FIONA HENDERSON) wri t es that she gave up 
her social  work pos\ in February 1992 t o  be able to spend 
more time with the chi ldren, but she now finds that she 
is working j ust as hard <on a voluntary basis) t rying to 
set up _ a .. Children' s Hospice in Scotland. More power to  
your elbow! <Ed. ) 
We were delighted t o  find among the earliest sl ips to be 
ret urned one f rom TOM HUNTER as we knew from his sister 
Netta  <Mrs Guthrie Booth>  that he had been seriously i l l  
and was making a slow recovery. We were  even more pleased 
to learn that .he hopes to be able to attend the Reunion. 
You can be assured of an enthusiastic welcome from al l  
your Grantown friends, Tom, so  do  take care! 
EDWARD ILLitro'ioiQRTII writes that. he ha.s j ust ret urned from 
a visit to his brother Marr in America. He found Marr 
extremely fit  and wel l  after t he serious operation he 
underwent l ast year, and looking forward to a visit· home 
next summer. 
GEORGE ILLINGWORTH ret urned his slip  on the eve of his 
departure for a four week sojourn in California with  his 
wife Elaine and David and I sobel Roes . . .  so they wi l l  be 
back just in t ime to be ready for the Dinner ! George 
wri t es "Thought my winning days at golf were over, but 
managed to win the R. Ill A. Monthly Medal Finals at St.  
Andrews last year. " Congrat ulations! George also reports 
having seen a very rare bit  tern at  Leighton Moss RSPB 
reserve. Did it boom for you we wonder? Our Moral Phil .  
prof. a t  Aberdeen, talking about theories of perception, 
was wont to ask: " But how do we know it  was a bittern?" 
then the tri umphant response, " Because it booms ! "  
Aforement ioned MARR ILLIMGiiORTif has had a new house bui lt 

in  North Carolina t o  which he moved j ust before Edward ' s 
visit in October . Both enjoyed the " breathtaking views of 
the Smoky Mountains with all the t rees changing colour. " 
Marr keeps in touch with Alice King and her husband Bil l 
and passes on good wishes to all from them. 
ARTHUR INNES has a new address, having moved from 
Edinburgh to Torrance, Glasgow. Please see l ist .  

\ 



fOHN IRVING reports from Bolton that he found many 
:hanges in· Grantown, especielly on t he High Street., 
luring a brief visit last June. He !!njoyed meeting Jean 
1nd Grant Ross and also Miss Cattanach at Kirkt on. 
lur t hanks to  MRS 1AMIE <EILEEN CALDER) f or a 
:omprehensive updating on the family. Her own news tel ls  
>f a new .house bui l t  in Muir of Ord t o  which they moved 
m Christmos Eve 1 99 1 .  Her elder girl Heather goes to  
;chool this  year, and her wee sister Kirsty is 2�. Other 
1ews under "Calder" . 
'Had a · marvel lous breath of Nethybridge air on a brief 
ieptember 'visit , " wrote GRACE KIRK approvingly, "it does 
1eem to have that. vital  ingredient to pep one up end to 
·estore t he "get-up-and-go" ! "  

IRS LAING <KATIIERINE TEMPLETON> i s  a Community Midwifery 
iister at t he Eastern General Hospital in  Edinburgh. She 
:ongrat ulates her sister Janett e  <Mrs Sellers > who helped 
·aise over £1000 for the Somalia appeal by organising a 
•ariety of events in Orantown. Wel l  done! 
IILL LEDINGHAM who is now retired and resident in  
lanchory paid us  a surprise visit  on  a glorious day lest 
une. He was anxious to renew contacts with his former 
1choolmates and he has obviously been successful in this 
,s on his slip  he l isted a dozen . with  whom he had enj oyed 
'a blather, a cup of t ea/coffee or e wee dram! " We 
mcou.raged him to try to attend the next reunion and we 
1ere phased to learn t hat he hopes to make i t ,  
'ILL LENNON has a new address in Lought on " one stop up 
.he Central Line" , the fruit of much house hunt ing! " So 
: • m a surrogate Essex girl ! "  she claims. She i s  s t i l l  
Icing her stuff as  a lady copper at the  Albany/Kent ish 
'own nick and " driving like e med thing across Camden! "  
'.Hmm. Probably leerned that from t he opening t i t les of 
'The B i l l " ! >  She "keeps t hinking about doing my Sgt . • s 
,xems• and keeps putting it of f !  Come on . . .  we look 
·orward to having to alter your cerd next year! Brothers 
iobin and Greig ere doing well in accountancy and · biology 
·espectivelv. 
IRS. LILLEY, <JANE MACAULAY> is  st i l l  doing part-time 
, eaching at Aberdeen F. E. College. Her 9 year old son 
,ndrew now swims competit ively with t he Aberdeen Dolphin 
: lub "at gelas all over t he place, bringing home the 
,ccasionel medal ! "  Jene also ment ions frequent meetings 
11th  Roderick Matheson end wtth Pauline Bruce who now has 
l f!!!mily  of three oirle. 
KAREN LOW was home for two weeks in October t hen went 

>ff to Nepel for a month where she ',,lndertook e 14 day 
, rek. " ! '  vs never had to walk 14 deys solidly in my 
. i fe, " she confesses, " but I coped OK ! And i t  was 
lefinitely worth it t "  Now she is back worki'ng in 
iwitzerland at ' First ' , a mountain restaurant 2200 metres 
1p tha , !chwarzhorn ln tne Bernase ooeri�na. we enjoyed 
,ooking at the brochure Karen sent, having youth-
1ostel l ed at nearby Meiringen 43 years ago! 
;usAH LOW has been promoted to  Acting Detective Sergeant 
,nd has an important job with t he Woman and Child Unit at 
it Leonarda Police Stat ion, Edinburgh. She works in plain 
: lothes and has been specially trained to  l isten and to 
:oax frightened rape and child abuse vict ims t o  talk 
,bout their ordeal and thus come to  t erms with it. She 
,ells  us that she is also renovating a bungalow in 
lewtonmore with a view to a possible return to this airt .  
IRS LUGG (JEAN BURGESS) tells us that old ege has ceught 
•p with  her and she now leads a quiet l i fe. This includes 
, lasses, Ant iquarians and Embroidery Guild  and completing 
he Telegraph crossword, not to ment i on keeping in touch 
ri th  the Grant own news via "Jean Pet end a few others". 
iome of us " couch pot atoes" would reckon you were having 
a busy t imet Jean sends best wishes to everyone. 
Reciprocated, we are sure! 
COLIN Mc:BAIN cont inues his "UPSTAIRS DOWNSTAI RS" j ob as 
head but ler at Burghley House near Stamford. 
Last SeptemberDONNIE McBEAnt "met in with  a l ady from t he 
wi lds of Canada" on board a bus t o  the Braemar Gathering. 
It emerged t hat her name was Patsy and that her ' Granny' 
was "Tot t ie" . We wer:e not . much enlightened by t his, so we 
asked the PCW to  look at the l i st end f ind our Canadian 
members. It searched i t s  iufallible memory and came up 
with Mrs Patricia MacDoneld <nee Ross> .  Now we knew t hat 
Patricia was planning a trip to  Scot l and, so the mystery 
was solved! By the way, Donnie adds as a piece of useful 
advice to visitors to Braemar that there is much more 
room in the Fife Arms when the massed Pipe Bands are on 
panide! 

FIONA McCAFFERTY t el l s  us she is  to be married i n  
Shet l and in  July this year. We offer our congratulat ions 
end all good wishes. 
MRS McCLELLMID · <BETII LAWRENCE> tells  us her daughter 
Karen is heading for e career in Primary Teaching as she 
is  at present on t he 1 year �ost-graduate course at 
Jordanhil l  Col lege. We send al l  good wishes. 
MRS McCURDY <ALICE KING> is  frequent ly  in  touch wit h  
fel low " ex-pat" Marr I l l ingworth, but had unfortunately 
to t urn d.own en invitation from him recently  to shttre his 
rented "condo" in Flori�a for e break. " I  had t o  have yet 
anoth�r basal cell excised, " Alice .explains, " so t he 
Florida sun wes completely ruled out . " We trust there 
wil l  be no further recurrence. 
ALISTAIR MACDONALD <who took the p lunge last July, 
approprietely enough on ' Int erdependence Day' ! Please see 
our matrimonial column for det ails )  is busy with his wife 
doing ; a crash course on the Malay language as t hey are to 
be off for a two yeer t our in Brunei where Alistair is to  
be  a field . supervisor for Shel l .  
JAMES . MACDONALD had us fooled into thinking h e  had had a 
riot ous Hogmanay by confessing that for the first t ime 
ever he got "plastered" , but it transpires that the word 
is to be taken l i teral ly  . . .  out walking in the Leke 
District he fell and broke a leg, and needed a full  
length plaster ! "That was t he most memorable event of  
' 92, " ' he writes, " apart from wiitching my grandson open 
the bowli ng for Surrey under 16' s and seeing him play at 
the Oval . " We wish a speedy recovery end all  success t o  
the young lad. 
Recently  retired IAN MacGILLIVRAY is "st i l l  enjoying 
being ,e  gentleman of 1 eisur!!11 in Leven, Fife. 
GORDON MACGREGOR admits  that " apart f rom educat ion, I am 
st i l l  , on the f iddle . . .  and happy to try to continue to be 
a good ambassador for GGS! More power to your elbow sir!  
MRS IAN McGREGOR <ANNETI'E HOGG> is  " st i l l  working for t he 
Bank of Scot land, and sti l l  swimming . . .  even moved closer 
to t he Kinross pool last November! " <New address in 
List i )  Husbend I en has been promoted to Senior Officer in 
the Prison Service and daughters Eil idh and Kim wi l l  both 
be in . school after t he start of the new term. 
DOUGLAS MclNNES esks i f  anyone knows a TV mogul as his  
son JQhn graduated from Glasgow last June with Honours in 
F i lm & Television/Theatre and i s  l ooking for a j ob. These 
c.art�i�.ly ertl d!ff!s�lt �aye even f�r the ���l!fie9i We 
wish speedy success. Douglas' s daughter is meantime on an 
art degree course at rarnham. Douglas himsel f  is st i l l  at 
Mi l lburn Academy and " st il l  manages two or three ski 
trips per year ! "  
Rstir�d Group Captain ANGUS McINTOSH checked i n  from 
Barnton <Edinburgh> but had no news to report . 
�a h�ur tt.ut D'Cr".ALD .�I� ana h16 wlte rat &r-; 

end we plenning to et tend the Dinner again this year, 
look forward to welcoming them there, 
MRS HARRY McINTOSH <IRIS FORBES> reports " a  wonderful 
dey" last April  when her daughter Fiona was married. 
Fiona _ is now sett led in Peterborough. Son Stuart is doing 
Bio-chemistry at Edinburgh, husband Harry is dispensing 
prescript ions in New Elgin, and Ids herseH is ;;sHii 
teaching in Mosstodloch. " See you at  t he Dinner! · 
Computer buff RANALD McINTYRE reports t hat he i s  working 
with his fellow enthusiast , brother Donald, on " computer 
commuliicat ionsK , Ranald is also " st i l l  assessing damaged 
motor vehicl es" . 
MRS MACKAY (RACHEL MACROBERT> tel l s  us there are some 
good fishing lochs around Sirathnaver and she has a house 
which . she lets in Bettyhi l l ,  so we might be tempted to  
come to  an arrangement one of these days! 
We have e new address for GRAHAME MACKENZIE who is  still  
with  the Registers of  Scot land in Edinburgh. 
Grahame' s brother JOHN is to sit his professional exems 
later this year. He i s  with Chartered Syrveyors, Bell 
Ingram, and has been dealing with compensation c laims for 
farmers affected by cross country pipelines, pylons etc.  
We wish you every success. 
MRS JESSIE MACKENZIE mislaid her slip  but sent us a nice 
card to  order her mag. A former Homecraft teacher, she i s  
now ret ired in Aberlour. 
DR SANDY MACKE.NZ!£ has many social commitments t o  cope 
with besides his work for the Department of Health . He is 
current l y  serving as president of t he Aberdeen Universi t y  
Al umnus Association and has also been elect ed to  the 
Business Committee of · t he Universi ty' s General Counci l  . . .  
and he has dut ies wit h  t he Rot ary Club as wel l !  
Obviously a busy men! Unfort unately for us i t  me11ns he 
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iOHN IRVING reports from Bolton that he found many 
:hanges in

. 
Grantown, especially on the High Street, 

luring a brief visi t last June. He 9njoyed meet ing Jean 
1nd Grant Ross and also Miss Cattanach at Kirkton. 
)ur t hanks to  MRS 1AJIIE <EILEEN CALDER> for a 
:omprehensive updating on the family.  Her own news tells 
,f a new house buil t  in Muir of Ord to  which they moved 
,n Christmas Eve 199 1 . Her elder girl Heather goes t o  
;chool this year, and her wee eister Kirety is  216. Other 
,ews under "Calder" . 
' Had a ··marvellous breath of Nethybridge air  on a brief 
iaptember 'visi t , " wrote GRACE KIRK approvingly, " it does 
;eem to have that. vital ingredient to pep one up and to  
·estore the " get-up-and-go" ! "  

IRS LAING <KATIIERINE TEMPLETON> i s  a Community Midwi fery 
aster at the Eastern General Hospital in  Edinburgh. She 
:ongratulates her sister Janette <Mrs Sellars> who helped 
·aise over £1000 for the Somalia  appeal by organising a 
•ariety  of events in Grantown. Well  done! 
IILL LEDINGHAM who is now ret i red and resident in 
lanchory paid us a surprise visit on a glorious day last 
une. He was anxious to renew contacts with his former 
:choolmates and he has obviously been successful in this 
,s on his slip he l isted a dozen . with whom he had enjoyed 
a blather, a cup of t ea/coffee or a wee dram! " We 
,ncou.raged him to  try to  attend the next reunion and we 
,ere pleased to  leern that he hopes to make 1 t .  
'ILL LEHNON has a new eddress in Lought on "one atop up 
he Cantrel Line" , the fruit of much house hunt ing! "So 
' m e surrogate Essex girl ! "  she claims. She is s t i l l  
Icing her stuff as  a lady copper at  the Albeny/Kent ish 
'own nick and "driving like a mad thing across Camden ! "  
:Hmm. Probably leerned that from the opening t it les of 
The Bill"  I >  She "keeps thinking about doing my Sgt . • s 
,xame• and keeps put t i ng i t  off !  Come on . . .  we look 
·orward to having to alter your card next year ! Brothers 
lobin and Greig are doing well in accountancy and · biology 
·espectivelv. 
IRS. LILLEY• <1AHE MACAULAY> is  st i l l  doing part-time 
eaching at Aberdeen F. E. College. Her 9 year old son 
mdrew now swims competitively with the Aberdeen Dolphin 
:lub "at galas all over the place, bringing home the 
,ccasional medal ! "  Jans also mentions frequent meet ings 
11 th Roderick Matheson and wl.th Pauline Bruce who now hes 
! f�m! ly  of �hrec girle. 
KAREN LOW was home for t wo weeks in  October then went 

•ff to Nepal for a month where she ',lndertook a 14 day 
. rek. "I ' ve never h8d to walk 14 days solidly in my 
. i fe, " she confesses, " but I coped OK !  And i.; was 
lefini tely worth it I "  Now she is back working in 
iwitzerland at ' First • , a mountain restaurant 2200 metres 
ip the . 3chwarzhorn 1n tne Bernese ooer1ano. we enjoyed 
. coking at the brochure Karen sent, having youth
aostelled at nearby Meiringen 43 years ago! 
,USAlf LOW has been promoted to Act ing Detective Sergeant 
and has an important j ob with  the Woman and Child Unit at 
it Leonarda Police Stat ion, Edinburgh. She works in plain 
: l othes and has been specially trained to listen and to 
:oax frightened rape and child abuse vict ims to  talk 
,bout their ordeal and thus come to  t erms with i t .  She 
ells us that she is also renovat ing a bungalow in 
lewtonmore wi th a view to a possible  return to this airt . 
IRS LUGG (JEAN BURGESS) t el l .s us that old age has caught 
1p with her and she now l eads a quiet l i fe. This includes 
·lasses, Ant i quarians and Embroidery Guild and complet ing 
he Telegraph crossword, not to mention keeping in touch 
11 th the Grimtown news via "Jean Pat and a few others". 
iome of us " couch potatoes• would reckon you were having 
a busy t i me!  Jean sends best wishes to everyone , 
Reciprocated, we are sure! 
COLIN McBAIN continues his "UPSTAI RS DOWNSTAI RS" job as 
head but ler at Burghley House near Stamford . 
Last Septemberl>ONNIF. McBEAnt •met in with a lady from the 
wi lds of Canada" on board a bus t o  the Braemar Gathering. 
I t emerged that her name was Patsy and that her ' Grenny' 
was " Tot t ie" . We wer:e not · much enlightened by thie, so we 
asked the PCW to look at the l ist and f ind our Canadian 
members. I t  searched i ts  i11fal lible memory and came up 
with Mrs Patricia MacDonald <nee Rose) .  Now we knew that 
Patricia was planning a trip to  Scot land, so the mystery 
was solved ! By the way, Donnie adds as a piece of useful 
advice to visitors to Braemar that there is much more 
room in the Fife Arms when the massed Pipe Bands are on 
parade ! 

FIONA McCAFFERTY telle  us she is to be married in  
Shetland in July this  year. We  offer our ·congratulat ions 
and all good wl:shes . 
MRS McCLELLAllD <BETH LAWRENCE> t ells  us her daughter 
Karen is heading for a career in Primary Teaching as she 
is  at present on the 1 year post-graduate course at 
Jordanhi l l  Col lege. We send all good wishes, 
MRS McCURDY <ALICE KING> is frequent ly in  t ouch with 
fellow " ex-pat" Marr I l l ingworth, but had . unforttinat .ely 
t o  turn down an invitation from him recent ly t o  sh&re his 
rented "condo" in Flori�e for a break. "I  had t o  have yet 
another basal cell excised, " Alice .explains, " so the 
Florida sun was completely ruled out . " We trust there 
will be no further recurrence. 
ALISTAIR MACJ)()NALD <who t ook the plunge last July, 
appro�riately enough on ' Interdependence Day' ! Please see 
our matrimonial  column for det ails>  is busy with  his wife 
doing : a  crash course on the Malay language as they are t o  
b e  off for a two year tour in  Brunei where Alistair is to  
be  a f ield .  supervisor for Shell .  
1AM£S . MACD0NALD had us fooled int o  thinking he had had a 
riotous Hogmanay by confessing that for the f irst t ime 
ever he got "plastered" , but it transpires that the word 
i s to be taken l i terally . • .  out walking in the Lake 
District he fel l and broke a leg, and needed a full 
length plaster! "That was the most memorable event of 
' 92 ,  11  : he writes, " apart from watching my grendson open 
the bowling for Surrey under !6' s  and seeing him play at 
the Oval. " We wish a speedy recovery and all success to  
the young lad. 
Recently  retired I.AH MacGILLIVRAY is "st i l l  enj oying 
being .a  gentleman of leisure" in Leven, Fiie. 
GORDON MACGREGOR admits  that " apart from education, I am 
st i l l , on the f iddle . • . and happy to try t o  cont inue to be 
a good ambassador for GGS! More power t o  your elbow sir !  
MRS IAN McGREGOR <ANHETl'E HOGG> is  " st i l l  working for the 
Bank of Scot lsnd, and st i l l  swimming . . .  even moved closer 
to  t he Kinross pool last November! "  <New address in  
List I )  Husband I an has been promoted to  Senior Officer in  
the Prison Service and daughters Eilidh and Kim will both 
be i n . school after the start of the new term. 
DOUGLAs MclNNES asks if anyone knows a TV mogul as his 
son JQhn graduated from Glasgow last June with Honours in  
Fi lm & Television/Theatre and is  looking for a j ob. These 
cg,rt�in!y ere �!ff!�\\! t ';!eye even fsr the £1��l!fietL We 
wish speedy success. Douglas' s daughter is meant ime on an 
art degree course at Farnham. Douglas himself i s  st ill  at 
Mi l lburn Academy and " st il l  maneges two or t hree ski 
trips per year! " 
Ret ired Group Captain ANGUS McINTOSH checked in from 
Barnton <Edinburgh> but had no news to report . 
�Q h$ur that D"Ct"�D _::t:I::T'v"!� ana h16 Wlt'6 I Q I,  cu·� 
planning to  att end the Dinner again this year, and we 
l ook forward to  welcoming them there. 
MRS HARRY McINTOSH <IRIS FORBES> reports "a wonderful 
day" last April  when her daughter Fiona was married. 
Fiona . is now set t led in Peterborough. Son Stuart is  doing 
Bio-chemistry at Edinburgh, husband Harry i e dispensing 
prescript ions in New Elgin, and I ris hersei f  is "sHi i  
teaching in Mosstodloch. " See you at the Dinner ! · 
Computer buff RANALD Mcitn'YRE reports that he i s  working 
with hie fel low enthusiast , brothsr Donald, on "computer 
communicat ions•. Ranald is also " st i l l  assessing damaged 
motor vehi cles" . 
MRS MACKAY <RACHEL MACROBERT> tells us there are some 
good fishing lochs around sfrathnaver end she has a house 
which : she lets in Bet tyhill ,  so we might be t empted to  
come to an arrangement one of these days! 
We have a new address for GRA.IIM>£ MACKENZIE who is  still  
wi th the  Registers of Scot land in Edinburgh. 
Grahams' s brother JOHN is to sit  his professional exams 
later this  year. He is wi th Chartered Syrveyors, Bell 
Ingram, and has been dealing with compensation claims for 
farmers affected by cross country pipelines, pylons etc.  
We wish you every success. 
MRS JESSIE MACKENZIE mislaid her slip but sent us a nice 
card to  order her msg. A former Homecraft teacher, she is 
now ret i red in  Aberlour. 
DR SANDY MACKENZIE has many social commitments to cope 
with besides his work for the Department of Health , He is  
current ly  serving as president of  the Aberdeen Universi t y  
Alumnus Association and has also been elected to  the 
Business Committee of the Universit y' s General Council . . .  
and he hes dut ies · with  the Rot11ry Club 11s wel l !  
Obviously a busy man! Unfortunately for us i t  means he 
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has to send his apologies for the Dinner. Bett er l uck 
next t i me, we hope! We l ook forward t o  hearing the 
hilar ious (Sandy' s adj ect ive> isle of how he escorted 
Michael Bentine to t he loo at a Rot ary funct ion ! 
Kli:ITH McKERRON paid a visit to his sist er Connie (now 
resident in Florida> in J anuary. "We reminisced happily 
about our days at GGS ( 1 936-40 ) , " he writ es, " and Connie 
sends her regards to all her old friends. " We hear from 
another source t hat Keith' s fami l y  arranged a marvellous 
celebrat ion in Duffus Vi llage Hal l  for his 70th birthday. 
It  was on t he l ines of " This is  your li fe" wi th an 
unsuspect ing Kei t h  walking into a darkened Hal l !  
BERT MACKINTOSH was i nterested t o  receive from Moira 
Hughes, the sister of Edward Reid, <late of Heat nfieldl a 
1930 pict ure of a school choir . . .  " t here I was with  John 
Mi lne and Mr Hunter beside me, and onl y  three other boys, 
but 21 girls ! " . Bert used to see I an Reid (now sadly no 
l onger wit h  usl frequently even af t er the famil y  mov�d 
south. Bert sends hl. s apologies t hat he is unable to 
attend the Dinner . 
Former Sci ence Teacher MRS EDITH MACKINTOSH replied t o  
our mailing o n  her own behalf and t hat of her daughter 
Marj ory wit h  whom she makes her home in Helensburgh. " Mrs  
Mac" was saddened by  the loss  last  year of her eist er 
Beth wit h  whom she often went on t ri ps. I ndeed they 
enj oyed a visit. to Grantowt1 t ogether last May. We offer 
our condolences. 
EVAN J/IACKINTOSII has now retired from his surveying 
partnersh i p  and appears to be concentrat ing on gardening 
and paint ing, the art i st ic variety . . .  in oils t oo !  He has 
clso been """'9P>p·fl " "1; e rec9rd <2-f �h� wgrk don.Q in 
Strathspey by his builder father Donald Mackinto<ih. 
" Golden wedding looms in June " is  his f±'nal remark . . .  we 
wonder i f  he checked t hat choice of verb with  the other 
member of that partnership !  Our congrat ulations to both'. 
ISOBEL MACLEAN is st i l l  kept busy at t he Stakis Grosvenor 
in Glasgow which is being completely refurbisheed in t.he 
off-season. Sha also has a new p�1vate address. Please sss 
list .  
MRS JOHN McLURE <HELEN GORDON> had no change t o  report 
from Bewdley Worcs. 
IAN MACPl!ERSONCinrl reports t hat he is " cont inuing as a 
st ruggling ar tist" .  Recent reports about Rosyth would 
seem to confi rm that he was wise nevertheless to se'l/er 
his connect i on with t he iii. O. D. We wisi\ you a l l  poBBllJle 
success. 
PETER MACPHERSON says " Thank goodness for North Sea gas" 
as he has j ust suffered in Burrelton "a real Grantowt1 
snowstorm" of the kind eY.-Provost McOregor used to say 
" c am' oot o' Achosnich! " No schools, no buses, no 
elect r i c i ty, no post ! Roads to Perth, Dundee and the ski 
centres blocked, and a snowman ten feet taii  i.n t he 
schoolhouse garden ! I f it is any consolat ion , Peter, i t  
was nearly as bad as that in  Grant own end GGS had two 
days off and one 3 o• clock closing during t he two storms 
of December and January ! 
ALAN M!:TAGGART paid us a call  in the course of his 1 992 
" perambul&t ions" round tha world. Por-tg of cal l includgd 
Ohio, Hampshire, Edinburgh, the Isle  of Mull and of 
course Grent o1,n. " Now a double grandfather and enjoying 
every minute of i t , " he reports .  
We owe t o  t he · sharp eyes of our edi t orial aide Jean 
Pat erson our at t ention being drawn to a photo of 
Lossi emouth based FLORA MARSHALL which appeared in the 
Northern Scot . flora had baan 1 uck.y in winning a pri:z:�· in 
a draw connected wHh the Grampian " Healthwatch" scheme. 
MRS MEEHAN <LESLEY CRAIB> says she is enjoying immensely 
dealing wi th  the beginners in l ast year' s p 1 at 
Rose bank Primary in Nairn whom she has now t aken on into 
P 2,  She has else developed an int erest in  rugby, . finding 
hersel f to be t he wi fe of the capt ain of the 1st t eam of 
t he Kinloss club. Onr wonders whet her dealing wi th scrums 
in t he infant room has eny useful l essons for t hose 
invol ved on the rugby field?? Incident al ly rugby has 
taken root again at GGS after a gap of meny years. 
JOHN MILME' s epology for absence from the Dinner is 
neat ly  couched in verse thus: 

" Apri l ' s Dinner' s a no-go for me, 
Though old friends I ' d be happy t o  see . 
I t ' s the weight of each year 
On the eyeli ds, I fear. 
I ' m  asleep hal f an hour a f ter tea ! "  

The eyelids may be heavy, but we are sure our readers 
wi l l  agree the t ouch is st i l l  del ight ful ly  l ight ! 
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MRS MITCHELL <JAM TEMPLETON> reports having spent a 
Christmas "en fami l le" at nearby Muchrach Cast l e. I t  
brought back, she says, happy memories of former fami ly  
Christmas part ies at Cast le Grant wit h  her t hree brothers 
and t wo sisters. 
MIIE l«>IR sounds a welcome opt imist i c  note from Hong Kong 
where he says •we continue t o  enjoy l i fe and .are 
confident of the future desp i t e  t he most recent 
turbul ence which h11s followed our new Governor , Chris 
Patten. Mike' s fami ly are growing up,  daught er Nicky i s  
1 3  and at ' Fett es, where she is  t o  b e  joined b y  brother 
St ewart ( 1 1 )  in  Sept.ember. Mike has had "several 
fascinat ing j ourneys int o  China" including one t o  
Shanghai . He enj oyed also meeting Derek McCulloch and 
David Grant at the Rugby Sevens last Apri l .  He hopes t:o 
visit Grant own this summer. 
SHAW l«>RTIJ!ER had no news from Lockerbie. 
Congratulat ions to ANNE MUNRO who has added an M. B . A. t o  
her other business quali f icat i ons and. graduat ed from 
Edinburgh Universit y aft er compl et ing the course at 
evening classes over two and a half years. She works as a 
business analyst with Scot t ish Provident i n Edinburgh. 
EDWIN MUNRO has given up his car and has t he j ust i f i ed 
complaint that the b'us he needs from Elgin t o Grant own t o· 
cal l on his pals goes t o  Tomint oul f i rst i Than ona has t o  
hope for a connect i on t o Grant own! Ed says h e  spends moat 
of his t ime playing bowls, " so I keep young 11nd heal thy! " 
JF.Alffl£1"TE MUNRO report ed on a "mini-reunion" wit h  Grace 
and Elise Kirk <Mrs Selmanl last September . " Splendid t o 
see Elise looking so wel l  after her heart by-pass surgery 
!�et Af}'r!J. j " she �44�4. ·· 

MRS ANDREW MURRAY <MAUREEN McMURRAY> still manages to 'do . 
some locum pharmacy in the Dundee area as well as looking 
after her two boys Scott (7) 11nd Fraser (2). Congratulations 
to swimmer Scott who won a bronze medal for backstroke at 
Dundee Swimming Club in November. 
MRS BRIAN MURRAY CANN STEWART> reports that she is having 
"a year in the Nursery in lnverkeithing" and goes on • . . " a  
rest from t he Primary School?" W e  f e�l t hat that quest i on 
mark is perhaps more than j ust punct uat i on ! Ann is  
l ooking forward t o a famil y  gathering in Laggan in  July 
when her nephew Robert i s  t o  be married. 
MRS NAPIER <LINDSEY 5'\'BPHEN> paid us a very welcome visit 
i��t l�n� when 9p9 ��� homo from NQu Sauth WaleR in t he 
course of a sabbat ical year. Her slip  t hi s  year arrived 
on a fairly mild day at the end of J anuary . . .  Grantown 
temperat ure about 5 dt1g. C. and in NSW Lindsey had been 
complet ing her sl i p  at 35 deg. "Viva la diff6rence ! " 
added Lindsey approvingly in spit e of t he humidity !  
MRS NEWBOULD <RACHEL SMITH) reckons she ie " st art ing to 
intiEgrute into the COiii.i1lUni t y11 in 9ur-tori 1 <'!'t  �'""601 "'!"!· . .  ��'!"� 

she has been since a year past Christmas. She is already 
secret ary of t he l ocal playgroup end a member of the t he 
v i l l age hall commit t ee and i n  t his hall she i s  running· s 
keep fit c lass ! "Start ing to int egra te" . . . we think you 
are in  up to your oxters, lassie ! 
MRS OLLASON <MARGARET GRANT) sent us her new address . in 
ttushaen, Nortnan�s. :>ne ret 1reu t rom ,,..urttiug .Ln i900. &nU 
has an extensi ve family: 3 sons 2 daughters 12  
grandchildren and one great-grandson. What a l ot of 
bi rthdays t o remember! She would love t o hear from any pf 
her cl assmat es . . . so please don ' t let her down! 
BEATRICE OLIPHANT is st i l l  act i ve as a dist rict nurse ·in  
Sutherland. Her parents are now comfort ably  establ ished 
in Moasie Rd. j ust beside Inverallan Kirk. 
MRS ORANDER CMARY CRUIKSHANK> sent us quit e a bul let in of 
fami ly news this year, t he highlight �eing the arrival of 
a grandson. The Dad i s  Peter , Mary' s younger son who is a 
lawyer like his fat her before him. Mary' s elder son I an 
is a j ournalist and l i ves on t he South island wit h  his 
wi fe and two youngst ers, so Mary has t o  drive · vi a  
St ockholm t o visit t hem. It  seea1s that this year winter 
came ear l y  in  Sweden as wel l ,  as Mary was already 
thinking in  November t hat they might be able  to ski 
wi t hout going to t he hi lls .  
MRS ORFORD <ISOBEL CALDER) is feeling quit e  at home since 
moving t o  Fergus, Ontario which she describes as •a 
1 1  t t le piece of Scot land, sett led many years ago, where 
old Scot t ish t radit i ons are st i l l upheld. " I t wil l  have 
come as no surpri se t o  her that she was soaked t o the 
skin during their Highland Games, and that she has had to 
keep up a Grantowt1 standard of proficiency with  the snow 
shovel ! 
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IRS-· PETER PERK <AHN STUART> had a visit from·· her Mum 
MARION .PATERSON> early this year. Marion ptsid us a ctsll 
ust befo.re she set -off t o  fly  out (Glasgow t o  Toronto> 
or a stay of a · month. 
1R RON PHILIP must have had a whale of a t ime celebrating 
he Quincent'enniel <of the arrival of  Cblumbus l ast year) 
,s he.:. gives that as an excuse fo·r having no other news 
his y_ear f  
IIIRS RAE <t«>NA GRANT> is back a t  college in Inverness. 
�aving �ompleted t he HNC in Informat ion and Office 
�anagement ,  she is  now t ackling the corresponding HND, 
' so• she reports, " l i fe is s t i l l  pret t y  busy ! " 
�evertheless she mantsges t o  keep an eye on Mum' s do.ings 
it Ball intua most weekends. Mum is hoping for a hip 
replacement op before too long so that she can begin 
' racing about" again! 
'Two months of wonderful nostalgia" is how MRS MYLES 
!!ITSON <KiNA KEtTIO describes the t ri p  to the UK she made· · 
�ith  her . husband last autumn. They visited friends 11nd 
relations in various cit ies between Inverness and 
Portsmouth and experienced "a hurr i.ed evacuat ion from 
.ondon' s Oxford street, courtesy of t he I. R . A:. ! The final 
two weeks were spent' in  Grant own with Mina' a sister Elsie 
�nd it  was during this t ime we met t hem for the first' 
c ime when we were invi ted down to Jean Pat ' s for a moat 
�njoyable "bit crack" . Mina was struck. _by many things: 
low many old acquaintances were showing _the t ypical signs 
Jf being " senior c i t izens" <whit er , on top and broader · 
round the middle! ) ,  t he convenience of the new bridges 
aeen on "a wonderful j aunt to Dornoch with Jessie 
Ronaldson" , the Chinese geese . Margaret Barry (Gordon) 
showed t hem at Upper Del l iefure, and. . . finding her own 
picture in the Grantown Museum, t aken ( i . e .  t he picture ! ) 
!t the old police s t at i on. 
MRS BRIAN ROBERTSON <NICOLA BANS> confesses that she is  
at i l l  smi ling at her dentist <who has a special interest 
ln preserving her smile> .  She married him in October 
1991 ! 
�notherMRS ROBERTSON <DAVIS THOMSON> reports t hat she is  
" st i l l  working away with bi lingual learners from all  over 
the globe" . Her son I ain, having survived the trials of 
SCE exams, has j oined t he Bank of Scot l and " and is  now 
supportin_g his old mother and father. " That ' s  the best 
teacher' s hard-luck story we have heard for a while ! 
1,/e missed ·- receiving our usual comprehensive resume of the 
doings of the RONAI.OSON FAMILY from Alison <Mrs,  Fred 
Clark) last· year, but to make up, this t ime she sent us 
tl)·e 92 ana 93 slips together < ! > plus ·a most interesting 
letter _ full of items which we can use. Many 'Ghanl<s ! So 
here goes: Al ison and Fred enjoyed a weekend at Hopeman 
last year on the occasion of Keith M�Ksi-ron' s 70th 
birthday celebrat ion, although Fred has  to  t ake things 
easy after a heart attack last May. Tbus · they are as yet 
unsure about the Dinner. We wi l l  be delighted if you can 
make i t .  Alison was amused at the confusion wreaked among 
the Invernesians on their housing est ate  by t hat 15 inch 
level fall of enow in January. Wit h  a scorn born of years 
of Grantown training she exclaims: " People ei ther didn' t 
have a shovel or didn' t know how t o  use one . They j ust 
drove into t he snow and st uck ! Son G�aeme is nearing his 
22nd birthday and has· an int eresting and varied job 
installin_� _ . and maintaining boi lers and electrical work 
a11 over t he north. And we remember t ickl ing him under 
the chin in the vestry after his  christ ening ! Alison has 
• j oined the family  ret irement brigade" by giving up her 
volunt ary _  j ob as WRVS Project s  Organiser at Raigmore, but 
is st ill  wil ling t o  vi sit  any Grantown folk in the 
hospital .  JESSIE keeps busy with  Church work, WRVS, WRI 
and Indoor Bowls. She recentl y  met lots of old friends at 
a match at Dulnain. Both Jessie and Alison greatly 
enjoyed their meet ing with Mina and Myl,es Ri t sori and 
recall ing days of ledgers and pen and ink in  the Savings 
Bank and the Town Clerk' s office ! MICHAEL is of course 
also heavily engaged with  Church work as Session Clerk of 
Inverness Trini ty . 
Very glad to learn t hat  his granddaughter who had to have 
a heart operat ion at t en months is now fit  and at school , 
and that he now has a grandson born last  December. 
ALEX ROSS writes: " Wi th  Kenneth Clarke about to reoganise 
t h  Pol ice AGAIN, I ' m count ing the months unt il Sept 1994! 
Meanwhile I ' m  st i l l  investigat ing complaints against the 
Police . . .  and retirement with a ful l t ime working wife  
looks very appealing! Might be  a good i dea t o  enrol him 
for a course in cookery and hot1sework Dorothy ! 
We are reliably informed that an addit ion i s  expected in  

the family of CHARLES ROSS and his  wi fe Jackie, hut 
please don' t hasten to our Births column . . .  t he acldition 
is a Welsh Mountnin pony for daughter ZolH We note that 
Jackie  hes recent l y  successfully comple.ted her nursing 
course and we _of fer our c.ongratulat ions . .  
We had a nice nostalgic chat with DAVID ROSS about our 
early  days in Grantown when he called one day in February 
to pick up Dinner t i ckets. David and I sobel . Ross were our 
next door neighbours during our f irst year in Grantown 
when we l ived in 47 High St . , and of course David and 
Isobel were hotel keeping in the . Ben Mhor. They . are still  
" in  the trade" in Forres, but nowadays restrict their 
act i vit ies t o  B & R 
David and Isobel '  s son DONALD ROSS i s  carrying on the 
fami l y  tradit ion of hotel keeping in · . . the Sunningh,.1 1 1  
Hotel in Elgin where h e  has been busy recentl y  -extending 
and refurbishing his premises. 
MARGARET ROSS end her sister have been reliving childhood 
days, et Broomhill Station in the 30' s and wartime 40' s fo 
order t o  produce en art icle for t he "St ,.-athspey News" ,  
the :J ournal of the local steam rai lway. Doesn' t the age 
of steam have an unfading romantic  fascinat i on? Most 
people seem to henker for those engines which hed so much 
char�ct er and in which power seemed to be purposefully, 
peecefully  end yet safely under the cont rol of man. 

WALTER ROSS expresses sat isfact ion wit h  his "retirement" 
j ob �s Chief Officer of the Royal Perks Constebulary. 
From. BanffMRS JAi£S SCO'n' <ALISON STUART> reported wi t h  
extreme brevit y  on t h e  arrival . o r  impending arrival of 
grandchildren nos. 4 ,  5 & 6. "Cen'  t stop now, •  she 
apologises, "Must keep on kni t t ing ! " 
OR. .BILL SELLAR announced his retirement from the N. H. S . .  
w. e .  f .  January this year. ·we send all  good wi shes. May i t  
b e  1ong and happy! His daughter Sonje has j oined the 
working world as a psychologist ,  and twins Barry and 
Peter are still  studying, respect ively, Business in 
Aberdeen, and German -Law et Regensburg Universi ty. P lease 
make sure Peter learns to sing "Als wi r  j Ungst . in . · · 
Regensburg waren . . . " with appropriate movement s !  
MRS SELMAN <ELISE KIRK> sent us a lovely  cheerful slip  
which we are glad to quote verbatim: " Recovery from 
Coronary By-pass surgery was greatly  assisted by a 
holiday in Nethybridge last September with  husband 
Geoffrey and s_i st er Grace. It was a delight to revisit 
Loch-an-Eilan, Loch Morlich and Loch Garten. . .  and Glen 
Beg (scene of many happy Guide hikes in t he 1 930' s where 
we always did some country dancing on the bridge ! > 
Reunions with Betty  and John Grant and Jeannette  Munro 
were much enjoyed, and i t  was fun to be neighbours for a 
short while with Bi l ly and Ri t a  Templeton. " 
Mrs JORGE SEQUIRA <RITA STIJART> i s still  in S1.1ngkok 
working for UNESCO. Ree.ant visi t ors to Ri t a  have been 
John . Smith <Auchernack ) who was en route to Australia, 
and Ri ta ' s  sist er Elizabeth  and her husband, who fl ew out 
for a fort night . 
MRS . D. SMITH <SUSAN McGILLIVRAY> formerly of East 
Croftmore, now l ives in Milltimber, just  outside 
Aberdeen. 
MR · &: MRS IAIN SMITH (JOAN FRASER> are our most recent 
recrui t s  and we look forward to meet ing. t hem at t he 
Dinner in Apri l .  Iain served for some 30 years with  the 
Metro.poli tan Police, and Joan describes hersel f as a 
" refugee from Educat ion Reforms" h11ving been a head 
t eacher in Enfield Middx. They have bought a croft near 
Beauly end have set t l ed in with  a few sheep,. a pony and· a 
dog. "Life, " they say, " i s  bliss! " One of the pleasures 
of this more leisurely l Hestyle is  meet ing old  friends 
tit t hat Mecca for shoppers, t he "CO-OPi.e" at Inshss ! 
MRS IAN SMITH <JANE'ITE MACDONALD> has been doing a l i t t l e  
supply t eaching i n  the Northampton area since her move 
there last year. As regards her own family, she is  
finding t hat there are educat ional problems with zones 
and catchment areas and so-called t wo- and three-tiered 

• schools. We t rust that a satisfact ory solution wi l l  
emerge. We l ook forward t o  seeing and hearing her a t  the 
Dinner . . , and YES, she has promised t o  sing for us too ! 
JOHN SMITH <ex-Burnfield) whose marriage is already 
reported in  the matrimonial column , tells  us that he 
played golf with  his future  father-in-law on the St .. 
Andrews Old  Course on the eve of his wedC:ing, and then, 
on the wedding morning, he played on t he New Course with 
his best man and fut ure brothers-in-law. He doesn' t 
ment ion however what effect the unusual circumstances had 
on his game ! He does however forecast a ret urn t o  
Scot land i n  May when he wi l l  be joining Concept Systems, 
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a small software company in Edinburgh as Business 
Development Manager. The company deals  with computer 
systems for seismic vessels .  
We missed seeing MRS SPALDING <ISOBEL GUNN> when she 
cal led on us in February and left payment ·for her Dinner 
t ickets, but fort unately  Shei la Archibald was eble t o  
supply !  Isobel and Pet er hed the wedding o f  their son 
Nei l last June plus an important occasion of their own. 
Please see edi torial page !  
We  were del ighted to hear again from our veteran 
supporter in Leval West , Canada MRS SQUIRES <ISA K>YES> . 
Now over 9 1 and elmost unable to see, she st i l l  manages 
to fil l  in her sl ip and to wri te en interest ing let ter, 
al though she is unable to  read because of Glaucoma. she 
tells us that Ian Macpherson got over this diff iculty .by 
sending a taped message . Wel l  done Ian ! What a good ides !  
Isa also ment ions hearing from Luci l le  McNicol and frbm 
John Stuart . 
MRS STEVENS (!£TA KING)sends best wishes to the Mag ,as 
she basks (in Cul len) in the glow of a Moray Firth sunset 
feel ing that "at our stage we should be pleased to have 
nothing ·t o  report ! "  But that is sedi t ious talk to an 
editor who much prefers t o choose the t i tbits from a wel l 
-fi l led sl ip rather than to have t o t ry t o make something 
out of nothing! 
MRS STOREY <BARBARA SMITII> wri tes : "My j ob with Booker 
Tate  was changed sl ight l y  last yeer making me more 
involved with admin for our overseas staff ,  and in orqer 
to give me first hand experience of expat riat e  l ife , the 
firm kindly despatched me on a fami l iarisat ion trip to  
our sugar estates in Kenya and Uganda . . .  certainl y  the 
highlight of my year , and much envied by the rest of the 
fllmi ly ! " All right ,  we do confess t o  a fair t inge of 
greenness ! (Ed, ) 
In East Grinstead ANGUS STUART is " ser iously  thinki.ng 
about the reunion in Apr i l " ,  but is deterred by the 
thought that i t is " a  long, long journey" . Courage, mon 
brave ! We' d love t o  see you ! 
JOHN STUART has a new address in Cupar and a new job as 
wel l . He is now wi th OTC Gas Turbines in Dundee as 
Technical Admini strator deal ing with the repair of 
Tornado engines. We look forward to  seeing him at the 
reunion when he comes t o  support his "wee brother" who is 
to  be one of the speakers . 
From his home in Portgordon LACHLAN STUART sent 
"greet ings and good wishes t o  all who may remember me" . . 
That was what Lachlan wrote on his sl ip, but not long 
before we went to press he paid us a visit .in person 
accompanied by a cousin of ours wno had known him 
professional l y  in Banffshire , when their respect:i  ve 
police and social w.ork peths somet imes crossed. We alw!l.ys 
enjoy meet ing members with whom we heve corresponded for 
years and the more so when they are as charming �nd 
gent lemanl y  as Lachlan . Unfortunately he is troubled wi th 

fai l ing eyesight ,  but his memory and love for the old 
days in Grantown are undiminished. Haste  ye back !  
I n John Stuart • s entry · the "wee brother" referred to  is 
of course Examinat ion Officer HEIL STUART who warns al l  
members to  be wary of al l owing their relat ives to serve 
on FP Committees as it may lead to their being asked · to 
play a leading role in Club· funct ions. Honest . . . .  Judy and 
Bi l l  had nothing to do wi th it !  We bel ieve the secretary 
is generously pardoned for occasional mistakes . . . .  and 
even whi te  li es !  
ALISTAIR SURTEES made use of his Grantown agent <Margaret 
Ross ! )  to order his magazine this  year, but did also 
promise to  pay a visi t t o Grentown in summer . We look 
forward to seeing you. 
MRS SUTHERLAND <ELSPIT McINTOSH>announces the birth of a 
granddaughter: and thinks " being e grandparent combined 
with ret irement is the best thing since sl iced breed! " 
She goes on: "Fort unat ely  they l ive not too far away, . so 
we can indulge ourselves ! "  Elspi t  i s  planning a .break at 
Nethy at Easter . 
We send a friendl y  greet ing to JAMES TEMPLETON who 
"doesn ' t go fer af ield no� but st i l l enjoys visit s  from 
his fami ly and friends" . 
MRS VICKERMAN (SEONAID GRAHT > says she ·0 can ' t wai t" · t o  
take u p  residence in her new Grantown home <Braehead, 
Woodside Ave. ) She tel ls  us too that her daughter J :i. 1 1  
"has chosen to be married in Grant own in June. " We trust 
the sun wi l l shine that day . 
WPC FIONA WALKER wri tes: " Just when I thought my t ime ,  in 

Orkney was up, Ian <Fiona' s . fianc{!) gets promot ed t o  
Sergeant in Kirkwal l !  Guess I ' 1 1  be staying put for a 
" peedie bl ink" <= wee whi le) longer ! Gled to · see you are 
making good use of , Y.our t ime l!lllstering the local 
language !  An extra tour may make you into a na.tive 
speaker !  
Brother DEREI: WALKER is st i l l  Deputy Manager e t  Ardoe 
House Hotel just outside Aberdeen on the south side, but 
he l ives at El lon which is about 18 mi les to the north. 
His big news of the year is in the "Births" column. We 
were quite rel ieved t o  be sole t o  announce the arrival of 
Lewis Frederick Watt and Graham Grant's son Christopher 
Graham coming as they do to interrupt a run of six girls ! 
Another member with a long standing connect ion wi th  
Norway is Mrs GEYVE WALKER <SHERIE S\TITON) . Sherie first 
went to Norway with the school ski-ing part y led by Dr 
Bain in 1962, and there she struck up a friendship with a 
Norwegian girl with whom she exchanged letters for some 
t ime. The correspondence lapsed however t i l l , last year,  
when Inger, the Norwegian girl ,  managed to track Sherie 
down to her present home in the Lake District and they 
exchanged visit s . Sher ie had another exci t ing t ime this 
spring, when her sol ic itor husband stood as a Liberal 
Democrat for Parl iament . Although he was not successful 
in gaining elect ion, he acqui tted himsl f ver y  well ,  
Our thanks t o  MRS WALMSLEY <ELLA SLATER> for her support 
and her kind remarks. She st il l l ives in Northwood . 
We are grateful t o  JAY WARD for a comprehensive up-date 
on the doings of the fami ly .  Jay himself covers an almost 
incredible 60, OOO mi les annual l y  as a divisional sales 
manager for Premier Beverage Products . His two elder 
children are both at universi ty, Elaine (20) doing 
pharmacy at Strat hcl yde and Mark < 1 8 >  accountancy at 
St irl ing. " One more to go, "  wri tes Jay , " and then perhaps 
I ' l l  h&v& some discret ionary income ! "  
Jay' s brother GRANT WARD who has been working · in Saudi . 
Arabia for a number of years, has returned t o  GB and 
taken over as mine host of the Pack Horse Inn at 
Southowram near Hal i fax, where, according to Jay ,  he 
"dispenses beers , wines and spirits  at ridiculous prices 
and bonhomie (free ! )  t o  anyone wi l ling t o  l isten ! "  
Jay also ment ions his sister Mary who is in Melbourne, 
where she is "boss lady" of the meals on wheels service . 
Unfortunately, Jay, she does not figure in our membership· 
l ist , but maybe you can " faire jouer le charme" and 
persuade her, or even better,  use some of that 
forthcoming discret ionary income and make her a present 
of membership ! 
WILMA WA'li' has reverted to her maiden name fol lowing her 
divorce some years back . She was in Scot land at the end 
of November and says i t is a wonderful country st i l l ,  but 
she nevertheless prefers the sunshine of South Africa. 
"The pol it ical si tuat ion there, •  she goes on, " is 
cer tainly a worry, but we can onl y  hope that it wi l l  
resolve i tself with as l i t t le violence a s  possibl� " 
MRS WEBB <MARGARET TEMPLETON) duly t ook part in the big 
reunion and parade of ATS veterans at Gui ldford in March 
1 992. 2000 took part , and Margaret "had the pleasure of 
meet ing and shaking hands with the Queen Mum" who took 
the salute along with the Duchess of Kent . We look 
forward to seeing Margaret at our reunion this year. 
We look forward also t o meet ing MR II, MRS ROY WESTON 
<SHEINA DONALDSON> at the Dinner . This wi l l be their 
first visi t back to Grantown since the death of 
Mr . Donaldson in December 199 1 .  Sheina' s  fami l y  seem to be 
bent on forging as many French connect ions as possible: 
I an recent l y  gained an M. B . A. at Font ainebleau, Pet er,  
who graduated last year , now has a j ob in Orthez near the 
Pyrenees , Roy is doi ng French at · • A' Level , and Brian 
entertains by singing French songs! Vive la R�publique ! 
I t sounds as if cont inental hol idays may be on the menu 
before too long ! 
MRS WILSON <ADA IMRAY> was off to Poland late last year 
to  teach Engl ish in a high school , "A marvel lous 
experience" , she soys ,  " standard of Engl ish surprisingl y  
good, students genuinel y  interested and a pleasure to  
teach . I ' d  recommend it to  any ret ired teachers!  n We 
wonder i f any of our readers are tempted? 
DAVID WILSON is a member of the banking group of City 
sol ic i tors Theodore Goddard, and as such was involved in 
" the biggest corporate rescue ever undertaken in the 
U. K. "·, that of the Brent Walker leisure group. Gripping 
st uf f ! 

- 1 1  -

\ 



WALSH Mrs R ,  ( Rhona CAMERON )  M , A ,  Weste r i ng Lane: 1 322 Go lden Bea r  Forest Cove K ing�aod Texas 77339, 
WARD G rant G, 7 Church Dr B , of Garten : Pack Horse Inn Southo�ram nr H a l i f ax Yorks .  Pub l i c an .  
WARD John J ,  B , A ,  7 Churc h  D r  B . of Garten : 3 Forest Grove K i lmarnock KA3 l UP ,  O i v , Sa les M anage r ·  Premier Beverage Produc ts ,  
WATT W i lraa J ,  F .  1 09 H igh St , : c /o  Box 1 4096 B rede l l  1 623 T ransvaal RSA , · 
WEBB Mrs M ,  ( Margaret J. TEMPLETON ) 2 1  The Square : South Ct A l lanton Duns Ber� i c k shire T01 1 3LA .  
WESTON Mrs Roy ( She ina M ,  DONALDSON) M . A .  Norven: 79 P inewood Or Lancaster Pk Morpeth Northumbe r land NE61 3ST, 
WHITE Mrs N i cho las J' ,  rnarjory E. MACK INTOSH ) B , D , S ,  Bmk l i nn :  6 \J . Montrose St He lensburgh 684 9NB, Denta l Prac t i tioner ,  
W ILL IAMSON Margaret E ,  N , 8 , Ch , B ,  M , R , C , P , 13 K y l intra Cresc ; I ngrebourne Centre Hornchurch Essex. Consu l tant Psychotherapist .  
W ILSON Mrs A , J ,  ( He l en A , K ,  SCOTT ) Mount lea Balienac h :  The Bunga low Oenhead of Orrock B almedie Aberdeen A84 OYN , Teacher 

A l byn School ( Retd , ) 
W ILSON David LL, 8 ,  ( Hons) Orumrunie B , o f  Garten : 30 B a l f ern G r ,  Ch i sw i c k  W4, 
W I LSON Mrs  David L .  < Ada R .  IMRAY I M . A .  Dip , Soc . Sc , A ,  M . I . A ,  Somerv i l l e  H igh St : Oakbank l'lontrose Rd Auchterarde r  PH3 1 B2 ,  
W ILSON Nrs J.Jhn ( Audrey MURRAY> Wester Ga l l ov ie :  65 Rose  St Aberdeen. Teacher Cuiter Pr imary Schoo l. 
WOOD Barry � Du l a i g  et :  Journa l i st  Sunday Express G l asgow , . 
WOOD M ic ha e l  A ,  D i p ,  Tech . Ed ,  9 Ou l a i g  et : 2 Ke l tyh i l l  Cresc Ke l ty F i f e  KY4 OLD, Teacher St Coluraba ' s  H . S ,  Ounferra l ine ,  · 
WOOD Patr ick  G .  C ,  Sea f i e ld  lodge : 6 Moray Pk Ave Cu l loden IV !  21.S ,  H i gh land Reg i on Emp l oyee. 

. . ·. 

WR IGHT A l i son B , Sc ,  ( Hons ) V a l leyf i e l d  Tormore; 21 C la remont G r , Aberd�en AB 1  6RF, l'l i c rob i o l ,  lab , Manager 
Gramp ian Food Tech . Centre. 

WR I GHT A lan M . A . ( Hons ) C , A ,  Va l l eyf i e ld Tormore : l 2A Oevanha Terr Ferryh i l l  A6�rdeen, Accountant BP Petroleum Dyce . · · · 
WR IGHT Herbert John B , Sc , ( Eng , ) C , Eng .  M, l , M ec h . E ,  M , A , S , M , E . H i g h  St : 79 Esther Ave Cambr idge Ont , N I S  4L6 Canad a ,  
UR tGHT M r s  H , J ,  ( Shona CALOER I  3 Mac gregor Ave: Address a s  above. 
WR I GHT  Stan ley 33 The Square : N i l l head R i vers ide V i ew Spr i ng Gardens F rorie Somerse t ,  Fuse Deve l opment Manager Besw i c k  Ltd. 
YOUNG Nrs Stuart ( E l i zabeth WALLACE ) R , G , N , Spey V i ew B . o f  Gar ten: s. Arne Wa l k . Blackh eath London SE3, 

S e rv i ces 

BEVER I DG E  Cra ig  B roomf i e l d  South St: Royal Corps o f  Transport ( M a r i t ime Navi gator Sect ion )  
CLARK John S .  8 . E . N . 30  H iqh St; 9 Raiqrnore Ave lnverne;s: Ma jor QM 33  Enainaar Raot. (Exe l .  O r d .  O i ;o .  )Leda� H i l l  c �mo Ch�ttendQn 

Kent NE3 SNZ , 
" . . . - . " .. .. -.. . . · - · · ,· · ·  - ·  . ,  .· · · r • · -- - � - . . • . •  · ···• . . .. . . . . . . .  . .  

DOBSON W i l l i am B . Sc ;  ( Agr i )  M i l tvn Nethybr , :  Chape l  Corner Garsdon SN l 6  9NW. Squadron Leader Hercules P i lot RAF Lyneha11, 
L I GGAT Andrew Br ier l ea Noss i e  Rd: F l t . L ieut ,  RA� R�gt: Box 273 O f f ,  Mess R . A . F ,  L aarbruch BFPO 43 Germany , 
L IGGAT A r c h i e  N ,  S .  B ,  Sc , ( Hons Ae ,  Eng , ) B r i e r  l ea  fttoss i e  Rd: RAF Va l l.ey ,  · North Wales , Squadron . Leader i/c Hawk Tra in ing Squadron . 
MtM!LLAN -Peter. K ,  · ! 3  E l l an�Ood Rd Cerrbr l ; 1 2  A rguit. P l  B i ;hopm i l l  E l g i n !. �. A , C ,  RAF to;siemouth, 
RCSS David A . F . M, 4 Rai l way Houses Oava: 3 Gorsedown Cl Wh i teh i l l  Sord,Jn Hants GU3S 9QH. W, 0 ,  Parachute instructor .  
STUART Thomas B ,  C , Eng , M ,  I; Mec h , E .  N .  l , Prod , E ,  e G ramp ian Cresc e .'o (  Girten; 4 1  Ne� Rd Sands H igh �ycombe HP 1 2 . 4LH. 

Squadron Leader Enginee r i ng O f f i cer ,  

·. -S11Illk1N6 CLUB KEKBERS-
Fraser Cueron: Susan Seorge: Laurie Nay Hogg: c·arol Kc6uchn: Darren KcL11n: Dawn llcll i l l i11: A11nda Nuirdan: S111y Neal :  
Lyn Si11: Nei 1 Varner. Secretary and Treasurer: Nrs Kargaret Kasson:, 

·LATE NEWS EXTRA� 
Accountant IIIKE ANDERSON starts i ne11 job with HSBC Bank in Luxaabo�rg in Apri l .  He 1110 recantly <Sept ' 92) l\1rt11d 
1arr ied l ife with fel low accountant G i l l ian 6or11n who ·hai ls f ,01 A�trdaen, Best wishes to both ventures! 
Our thanks to IAN RITCHIE for his return fro• Saffron Walden, He had no news of nott, 
New address for JOHN G,F , SHITH w, e, f .  llay wi l l  be: · 1 6  8reat Stuart St, Edinburgh EH3 7TM, 
Our thanks also to GORDON TEIIPLETON and IIRS FRASER (VALERIE GRANT > for their returns f ro1 Abtrdttn and Edinburgh r11pec,tively, 
Wt enjoyed a chat with !IRS CHAPIIAN . < IRENE EDWARDS > who telephoned her apology for 1is1lng the diadlini · f ro1 hoae in Nottingha1, 
She is now one of the square-eyed with a new j ob in a 1edical practice where 1ht ha1 to copt with a p1ti1nt inforaaion co1puttr, 
DENA KELIIAN got caught up in a a i l itary coup in Venezuela in Novem�er and fortunitely 11ergid unscathed a lthough she. ad1it1 
1stre11 levels were quite high' ! Now she is safely hoae in ll i1bledon, ·· 
ftrs David Davidson < BETTY KIRKWOOD> ha1 two sons with their eyes set on B ; Sc ,  (Honi, > ·degr11i one in Charttrtd Survtying · and the 
other in Indu1tr ial • BusineH Syste11. Betty herself is Welfare Off icer for the Charity "Old Ben' .  
As "R l IIRS GORDON NcCOMACHlE (ALISON &RANT) are , so to speak , in l i1bo, C i , e . neither exi les nor loca ls )  whi le they are· house 
hunting in the· Aberdeenl area, (and as we were running out of space on the loca l  l ist ! ) we have ruoved thea teaporarily and 
pro1ise the11 a place in the ffain L.ist j ust as soon �,s we receive their  new address, 
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