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Editorial. 

In this, our second war-time 
Grammar School Magazine, we hope 
many a former Grammarian on active 
service will find something to 'divert 
his mind from ever-present events. 
To all for whom this publication con­
stitutes the only link with school days 
we convey our best wishes for a true 
pre-war Christmas and New Year. 

Since the appearance of that last 
innovation, a war-time magazine, a 
Great Power has fallen, gallant smaller 
countries have been overwhelmed, a 
Nationa I Government has been 
formed, _and the most important 
capital in·the world wantonly attacked, 
but, as ever befrore, Britain stands 
determined. 

Turn your attention from worldly 
incidents to the distinguished efforts 
of your successors in the Alma Mater. 

Poet'ry, prose, and doggerel rhyme arE 
here for your pleasure. Set the verses 
to music if you wilJ, but better still, 
send another copy to-a friend' 

Quite a few new 'names or mono­
grams are to be found at the end of 
literary efforts. Don't be al9rmed­
we have no secret agents among us I 
These are the names of migrants from 
various parts of the �ritish Isles. 

A debt of, g�atitude is again due to 
the advertisers for their y2arly patron­
age. They are the props supporting a 
publication, which, despite. its merit, 
would never succeed without their aid. 

In conclusion, we would wish ail our 
re aders II Bon voyage 1 11 ynti I next 
Christmas, when we hope to be able to 
offer a magazine in which falling 
bombs and burning homes are a thing 
of the past. 
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SCHOOL NOTES. 

Throughout the past ye.ar, the school's aim 
has been to maintain its efficiency as an 
educational ·centre and at the same time, to 
identify itself with a maximum range of war­
work. 

In practice, the two-fold aim has led to 
harmony of effort and to increasing loyalty and 
keenness. 

The year's education.;! record can compare 
with any in the past, and close co-operation 
between pupils and st-eff hc:s ensured the 
success of war-aid schem2s. 

The results of Senior Leaving Certificate, 
·Junior Secondary Certificate, and Secondary 
Entrance <examinations are detailed in another 
column. 

Mi,s Niven, headmistress of Cranley School, 
presented the prizes at this year's ceremony 
and, in a neatly phrased speech, addressed 
words· of encouragement and advice to the 
young people of her audience. 

Dr Maclaren, Director of Education, neve,r 
fails lo be with us on . prize day. On this 
occasion, he favoured us with a memorable 
address on patriot'sm. 

The Harvey Dux Me::lallist of the year was 
Herbert J. Wright who was also winner of the 
Campbell Mathematics medal and of Dr 
Fawcett's Science medal. 

Mr Wi!son organised the annual sports day 
in June, and good weather favoured the 
occasion. The Pasi·-Primes' House Cup for 
boys went to Revoan and Bailie Milne's Cup 
for girls to Revack. 

Constance. G. M'Kerron and John M. 
Cameron were sports championship medallists. 

Cairngorm Badges were awarded to two 
pupds last session-Netta R. Hunter an:l 
Herbert J. Cumming--bringing the -total num­
ber of awards alto9ether to eight, equa!!y 
divined between gi1 Is and boys. 

The June concert scored its usual success, 
and the school funds were replenished for 
another year. 

Sphagnum mo,s, silver paper, and tin foil 
have been systematical!y colle-cted by pupils. 
for Red Cross purposes. 

Towards the en:l of session 1939-40 the 
school began penny-a-week collections fo'r the 
Red Cross. These have continued regularly, 
ensuring an average contribution of fhirty 
shillings per week. 

The school's effort during the past year to 
share in vegetable production met with greater 
success than had been anticipated, for the 
ground cultivated did 'not offer very good 
prospects. 

About 800 square yards were ploughed and 
harrowed. Potatoes were planted by the senior 
boys, and the crop was an excel lent one of 24 
hundredweights. The work was heavy but 
there were many willing nands. 

Encouraged by their first effort, the boys 
intend to double the area under cu! tivation 
next season. 

At the end of session 1939-40 we lost the 
services of Miss Sinclair, who went to Elgin 
Academy. About the middle of October, Mr 
M'Kenzie left to join the Army. 

This is a big loss, for both were regarded as 
indispen,.able members of the staff. We wish 
them success in their new surroundings and 
acknowledge the splendid work they did for the 
Grammar School while they were with us. 

We fervently hope Mr M'Kenzie will return 
to us when the war is ·won. Meani"ime, Miss 
F. Masson, Elgin, is proving an excellent sub­
stitute, and the same can be said of Mrs 
Raaray, from Kin 1 oss, who has taken over Miss 
Sinclair's duties. 

The scho�I branch of the National Savings 
Association, under the capable guidance of Miss 
Alanach, has responded nobly to the Govern­
ment's appeal for more saving. 

* 
The total contributions for the year ending 

June 1940 were £ 190 4s 9d; for the first 
three m::,nths of the present session the sum of 
£259 6s 1 Od has already been contributed. 

During National Savings Week in June, an 
essay competition, on subjects relating to sav­
ing, was held throughout the area comprising 
Aberdeen, Abe.rdeenshire, and the counties of 
Banff, Moray and Kincardine. 
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Isabel Fraser was first for Moray in the 
Senror Secondary section and won a special £5 
Defence Bond prize as best candidate in her 
section for the wh9le area. 

Allison Ronaldson Senior Primary; Mary 
Tulloch, Junior Secondary, and Ruth Mathreson 
a_nd John Cameron, Senior Secondary, also 
frgured rn the prize lists. 

The school is proud of the long list of former 
pupils now on war service. and this opportunity 
rs taken of paying tribute to their loyalty. 
They may be assured that the inspiration of 
their splendid example is not lost on present 
pupils. 

The school also remembers those former 
pupils who are now prisor.ers of war, and trusts 
they will be sustained to await with patience 
and courage the day of their return to home 
and kindred. 

Of Mr Cruickshank, our much este.emed 
janitor in pre-war days, there is still no official 
news. His wife and family have the heart-felt 
sympathy of staff and pupils, who share with 
them their grave and pro!onged anxiety. 

THE LATE JOHN LAING, 

An Appreciation 

(By the Rector.) 
After the long and nerve-racking suspen,·e 

of Dunkirk days, the anxieties of many home 
circles were allayed and their worst fears un­
realised. This. was not to. be, unfortunately, 
in the case of John Laing's anxious family. To 
them eventually came official intimation that 
John had made the supreme sacrifice, and a 
whole community was stirred with grief. One 
had gone- f.rom us whose sterling qualities made 
for him a ·special niche in our affection. 

At school, John won the admiration anj 
respect of every teacher and fellow-pupil, for 
in him were epitomised the qualities which, in 
bur inspired moments, we all long to possess. 
At university, he persevered towards success in 
that una,suming, conscientious manner which 
characterised his every action. At work, he 
showed ar, unswerving devotion to duty. 
Through all, he served not himself but his 
fellows. 

In a world where true values are often 
obscured. we may easily misjudge our fellow 
mortals. but even his modest and sensitive 
nature could not hide John Laing's genuine 
character · and strong sense of duty. He has 
left with us the lashng memory of a good and 
valiant life, and we may truly record of him 
that " he has fought a good fight, he has· 

finished his course, he has kept the faith." To 
his parents, sister and brother we extend our 
sincer,e sympathy, and we mourn with them in 
their great lo,s. 

LEAVING CERTIFICATE AND 

OTHER RESULTS 

FOR SESSION 1939-40. 

. Of ten candidates, the following nine were 
awarded Senior Leaving Certificates:-John E. 
A. Baikie, Dorothea M. Barrett-Ayres, Herbert 
F. Cumming, George I. Fraser, Isabella J. Grant, 
Marie J. Grant, Netta R. Hunter, Norman C. 
Low, Herbert J. Wright. 

Of eight candidates, the following seven 
were awarded Junior Secondary Certificates:---,. 
Jessie A. Calder, Jean E. Flockhart. Betty K. 
M'Gregor, Constance M'Kerron, Jessie Ronald­
son, Elizabeth A. Webster, Constance Bellsham.. 

The followin.g nine pupils were awarded the 
Day School Certificate (Lower) :-James -Hay, 
Marjory G. M'Gregor, Peter M'Queen, Cuthbert 
J. Smith, Dorothy M. Cameron, Ethel M. B. 
Douglas, Edwin R. Fraser, George Illingworth, 
Jean C. Telfer. 

Of fourteen pupils who sat the Secondary 
Entrance examination, the following thirteen 
were successful:-Elizabeth H. Campbell, Mar­
jory C. Cattanach, Charles Clark, Em.ilo Dim­
ascio, Frances Johnston, David Livingston; 
Moira M. Mackay, Fergus Mackenzie, John 
M'Pherson, Hilda J. M'Kerron, Murdo M. 
M'Leod, Jean G. Mortimer, Allison Ronaldson. 
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REGENERAnON. 

I n  ancient Greece, when Greeks were men, 
· Such tales of skil l  were told; 

Of Spartans and Thermopy!ae 
, Who made their stand so bold; 

Ulysses did with Ajax fight 
To gain Achil les' a rms. 

Thus force with force is met to-day 
For he who Grecian harms. 

From modern Greece come still more tales 
, Of making one more stand, 

And as be.fore the foe has fled 
, In face of courage grand. 

Of old the Romans d'id invade 
, This land so glorious; 

But now the Roman spirit's dead, 
: So G'eece-victorious ! 

N .  L ,  V I .  

ACCOMPLISHME NTS. 

A girl should learn to make a bed, 
To ·b·ake good biscuit, cake and br�ad, 
To h2 ndle deftly brush and broom, 

- And neatly tidy up a morn. 
A girl should learn to darn and mend, 
Care for the s ick, the baby 'tend; 
To have enough of style and taste 
To cut a f r ock with little wast·e. 
A girl should le,arn to value time, 
A picture hang, a ladder climb, 
And not a!most to raise the house 
At s ight of any harmless mouse. 
A girl should learn to dress with speed, 
Hold all cosmetics 'gainst her creed; 
To buy her shoes to fit her feet, 
In fact, above all vai n  deceit. 
A girl should learn to keep her word, 
To spread no further g.ossip heard. 
Home or abroad to be at ease, 
P,nd try her best to cheer and please. 
A girl should learn to sympathise, 
To be reliant, strong and wise; 
To every patient gentle be 
And al ways truly womanly. 

B. M. ,  I V .  

There was an o l d  woman called Anna 
Got caught in ·a 'flood in Montana, 
- And as she did choke, 

She sighed for a smoke, 
So steered straight ahead for Havana. 

I .  F. 

. THE  BLACK-OOT. 

Snib a'  the windies safe and sure, 
Draw on the bolt and lock the door, 
I t 's just as weel tae fee! secu re 

In the black-oot. 
Pu' doon the blinds baith front and back, 
An' if ye show the mere.st crack, 
Ye'II hae the wardens on yer track 

In the black-oat. 
An' if ye maun gae doon the street, 
Ye' II tak' a torch-l ight in yer hand, 
An' hud it doon, ye understand, 

In the black-oat. 
Oh war, it is an awfy sin, 
Sae mony things must no' be din, 
Thank gu idness we can listen in, 

In the black-oat. 
Noo laddies o' the ·bul l-dog breed, 
Flee ower the way wi' muckle speed, 
An' drap a bomb on Hitler's heid, 

I n  the black-oot. 
A R.,  I .  

THE BOAT B U I LDERS. 

To commence my story I must explain  that 
my friend was an enthusiastic amateur water­
man, and it was upon his urging that we started 
to buii!d a canoe. When this duly made its 
appearance, it was the beginning of an 
epidemic of canoes. Canoeing thus having lost 
at least a part of its attractions for us, our 
minds turned to more ambitious projects, and 
we decided to build a proper boat. After much 
discussion we persuaded ou r parents we were in 
earnest, and they gave us permission as wel l  as 
financial aid. As a safeguard to the boat being 
completed, we were promised an outboard 
motor to drive the boat when it was ready. 

During the spring months we laboured, and 
just before the summer holidays we finishe.d 
the boat. It was of the dinghy type, about 
twelve feet long and four feet in beam, and 
though it may not have had the graceful l ines 
of the " Cutty Sark," it  was of sturdy con­
struction. The f i nal test, however, was yet to 
come, for, if the boat did not do all we had 
claimed it wou ld do, we should feel ourselves 
the laughing stock of the town. We trans­
ported it to Findhorn on a lorry, and, with the 
arrival of the promised engine we started on 
our trials. The boat exceeded our wildest ex­
pectations; in fact, so delighted were we with 
the resu lts that we decided to come and spend 
a camping holiday with the boat. Of the ad­
ver,tures that ensued I have not space to tell, 
but it certain ly was the most exciting hol iday 
I have ever spent. I should like to tell you of 
just one incident. We had two passengers on 
board as we set out to cross Findhorn Bay, 
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which at the poi nt of crossing is about three­
quarters of a mi!e wide at l east. After in­
du lg ing i n, a few naval acrobatics, my friend, 
who was at the t i  I l er, set a course- for a sma l l  
p i.er o n  the far side of the bay. W e  had some 
trouble with the spa'rk ing p lugs on the· way, so 
on a,rriva l at the p ier we moored' the boat a nd 
proce,eded to examine the offend i ng p lugs.  
Unfortunately the p lugs were rather hot, one 
of them burned my friend'·s hand, and forget­
ting where he was, he dropped the, p lug.  With 
a s l ight splash it struck the surface· of the 
water, and four pa i rs of anxious eyes watched 
its d isappearance. We dived overboard in  an 
attempt to get it, but i t  was useless. After a 
counci ! of war -we decided to try to get back 
on one cyl inder ( lucki ly it was a twin  cyl inder  
eang i ne ) .  The t ide had a l ready changed, so we 
h,ad not long to make a safe cross ing; this was 
one of the most exc it ing I had ever experi­
ence::/. A wind had risen, mak ing the sea 
somewhat choppy, and we butted our way across 
the bay, the one cyl in_der re�ponding gamely to 
our ca l l  upon it .  We arr ived .at our a nchorage 
at last, $Omewhat shaken but a l ive and k icking, 
and as we t ied up we looked back across the 
bay we saw that a strip of sand was a l ready 
showing through the water. We, had crossed 
just in t ime: 

H.  W., V I .  

GHOSTS. 

Ghosts, if they rea l ly do exist, or i f  you 
could communicate with them, cou ld doubtless 
te l l  many a strange ta !,e of the places they 
inhabit .  The strange tn, i ng,  howeve,r, is that 
ghosts are ve,ry rarely or never seen in most 
loca l i ties unt i l  �omeone sees one, or i magi nes 
he se,es one, and then ghosts in that particular 
d istrict become as common as peas in a pod. 
The ba l l  is  usua l ly  set rol l i ng by some i ntox i ­
cated loca l resident who sees some housewives' 
wash i ng and takes i t  to be a fami ly, herd, fl9ck 
or  gaggle of gnosts out for a midnight stro! I .  

A very strange pecul iar ity of the ghost fami ly 
is that its members are hard ly ever seen during 
the day and only occasiona l ly  out of doo,rs. 
When y�u knowingly enter a haunted house i t  
is w ith  a ha l f  hope,, ha lf  foar of meet i ng a 
ghost. Lon,e l iness and .a nervous d isposit ion 
make a person a lmost certa in  to encounter a 
ghost on. a dark n.i'ght or in. an unoccupied 
house. 

Some ghosts: assuming they do exist to som<, 
people, are quite frie,ndly, but others a,re 
decidedly host i le  to intruders on the i r  domam 
and privacy. The· friend ly ones just pass the 
t ime of day and . d i sappear, Those of ferncious 
or murdemus tempe-rament, however, e i ther 

" chase the intrud.e·r with a battle-axe or swo,rd, 

strang!e h i m  or else hur l  a - l a rge  boulder at 
h im .  

To report having met a gl,ost, . . friendly or  
otherwis,e, is not  to  be advised. I f  you escape 
with your l i fe or meet one of the meeker 
species and publ ish the fact, you w i l l  at once 
be· ca l led a l ia r  or anything but an absta ine.r .  

A G , 1 1 1 . 

T H E  POTATO- L IFT I NG. 

The journey to the farm was a number of 
mi les, which meant that  the Grammar School 
party had to be. conveyed to that place by 'bus, 
and had to get up very early. Everyone rushed 
to the 'bus every morni ng to obta in a seat, so 
that no one was ever late. Al though. the boys 
we,re a lways in the 'bus first, however, they 
very pol itely rose if a g ir l  had to stand. 

Reaching our destination, we took up 
pos it ions on the fie!d marked out for us by the 
grieve. The tractor went - round the f ie ld d ig­
g ing up one dr i l l  .at ·a t ime, and the· potatoes 
i n  that d r i l l  had to be l i fted by the t ime the 
tractor came round aga in .  When i t_ was a poor 
crop, the work of l i ft ing ·was ve,ry easy, and we 
a lways had t ime for a l i ttle rest before the next 
dri l l  was dug up. But when the crop was heavy 
as were the Gol de n  Wonder"s, our backs < were 
continua l l y  benr, a n d  our greatest joy was to 
see the tractor stick for .a short t ime. 

At l O o'clock we had a short break for tea, 
which we g reatly appreciated. Then a l !  too 
soon came the voice of the gr ieve, ' '.  Tak' up 
the Siam,' poset ions as afoor." Ris ing-, we re­
s.umed. work looking forward to d inn er-t ime 
which came· at 1 2  o'clock. 

Ou-r d inner,. wh-ich consisted of eithe,r I rish 
stew or Scotch . mince, was. hurrie.dly f in.ished 
every day,,. , so that we cou ld enj_oy ourselves in 
the loft of the fa rm. 

There we jumped a nd d ived i nto the str.aw 
unti l one day one boy dived a . l i ttle too far and 
went thrnugh th,e floor i n.to a place which could 
be  entered from passages unknown to us 
before. 

This was the source of our expl_orat ions by 
which we eventua l ly knew eve,y corner in  the 
farm. 

" O'er ahin a h i nt the stunt," came the order 
of the gr ieve which, translated by one o,f our 
party was su�posed to mean, " get over behind 
the dri ! I . "  

Back to work w e  went w i t h  renewed e nergy 
and worked steadi ly a l l  afternoon. Wheri, how­
ever, the fortnight was up, we_ were glad to be 
f in ished a l though we had spent many happy 
hours with our backs bent. 

A J . , IV. 
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I I  T H E  EVACU E E." 

As the o!d saying goes, " I t's an i l l  w i nd that 
blows nobody good," and i f  this war hasn't 
exactly done me good, i t  certa i nly hasn't 
treated me bad ly. I was born and bred in the 
c i ty, and except for an occasional  tr ip to the 
open spaces I had no idea of the I i -fe led by my 
country cousi ns. 

When war was immi nent my parents, very 
wisely, decided to evacuate my two brothers. 
and me to a safer. area, where we wou l d  be 
away from a l l  the tenor and nervous stra i n  of 
the N a z i  a i r  ra ids, so here I am and l i kely to 
rema in  unt i l  we have w iped out H it l e r  and h is  
gang so comp l etely that,. there is no trace ·of 
them left anywhere in this wor l d .  

I f  th.e t r u t h  were told I would t e l l  you that 
I hated the country at  f i rst, and craved con­
t inua l ly  for the hurry and bustle I had a lways 
been, used to, but my parents were adamant 
and refused to l i sten to my p l eas to take me 
home, so  I had to  remain,  and now I am very 
g l a d  that I d i d  so. 

Caddyi ng was. no more than a word to me, 
and potato- l i ft ing was something I cou ldn't  
even i magine do· i ng,  and yet  now 1 'm ( i f  not 
a conno,isseur  at  these things)  pretty we l l  
" broken i n  " and c a n  turn m y  hand to 
anyth-ing . The t i m e  spent out in the clean, 
fresh air  has made a new \)ir l  of me, and 1 'm 
now, to  quote my mother's d e ! ighted remark, 
" as fit as a fiddle a nd getting rather fat . "  

I 've made many new " p a l s  " i n  a p lace I 
wou l d  never even have vis ited; i f- it hadn't been 
for this war, and my parents v is i t  me very 
often, and they too have maqe new friends with 
whom contact wi l l  be. kept long after H it ler  i s  
noth ing but  an ugly mem::,ry. 

R. C., 1 1 .  

My fi rst i s  i n  " hold " but not i n  " g rip," 
My second is i n  " tear " but not i n  " r ip," 
My th i rd i s  in " witch " but not in  " lass," 
My fourth i s  in " donkey " but not in  " ass," 
My f i fth is in " lamp " but not i n  " candle," 
My s ixth i s  in " boot " but not i n  " sandal ," 
My seventh i s  in  " table " but not i n  " stool ," 
My e ighth i s  in  " i nstrument" but not i n  ·"too l ,"  
My whol e  is  the best t ime i n  the year 
When we are a l l  fu l l  of fun and good cheer.  

E .  L . ,  I .  
( Fo r  answer s-ee page 1 3 . )  

A chapp i e  once d i n i ng at  Crewe 
Found q u i te a l a rge mouse i n  his stew, 

Sa id  the wa iter, · " don't  shout 
And wave it about 

Or the rest w i l l  be wanting one too." 
w. c. 

T H E  MOST T H R I LL ING FIGHT 
I HAVE EVER SEEN.  

I wou l d  l ike to te l l  you about t h e  f i rst a nd 
only t i me I have witnessed a f ight between a 
Hei nke!  and three Sp itf i res. At the t i me I was 
l iv i ng in  - -- -, and as you a l ready know, 
Gerry seems to pay part icu lar  attention to th is  
city.  

The sun was s h i n i ng brightly at one o'clock 
as I left school for lunch.  · 1 was about to 
board a tramcar when I heard severa·I loud -ex­
plos ions. I guessed that these were ant i - a i r­
craft guns and was immediately asrnred some 
seconds later when a nava l officer ordered 
everybody under cover as a f ight was going ·on 
over the town. We a l l  gazed upwards and were 
thr i l led to s,ee two t iny specks. Everybody 
obeyed .except me,. I wanted to get home, as 
I knew that my mother wou ld be anxious. I 
j umped i n to the car and rushed upsta i rs -o n l y  
to f ind t h a t  many others h a d  done l i kewise, but 
on th inking aga i n-rushed down and swept" me 
too. Al l  the t i m e  guns ratt led, and g ra d u a l l y  
we s a w  the, f igh,t d r a w  nearer and nearer. I t  
w a s  a marve l lous s i g h t .  But w i t h i n  a few 
seconds the H e inke-I 1 1 1 .  was struck by A.A.  
gunf i re and was rap i d l y  los ing height .  The 
huge and powerful " hawk," fol lowed in  hot 
pursu i t  by the three Spitf i res, dodged about. 
Then a g reat d isplay of co-operative work took 
place: One Spitf i re  raced over it, anothe;r 
a longside it and the rema i n i ng one " c l u ng " to 
i ts ta i l ,  eac_h " peppering " it we l l .  S t i l l  the 
Heinke!  wasn't beaten--it took several ter r if ic  
swoops, missing our tram. Another moment we 
thought it was go ing to crash i nto a block o-f 
houses, and next a graveyard, but amaz i n g l y, 

i t  rose aga i n .  I t  was obvious that it cou l d n't  
escape these Spitf i res, and there were s ix H u r r i ­
canes out at  t h e  harbour ready t o  g e t  h i m  
shou ld  he escape t h e  Sp itf i res. From every 
w i ndow eager and excited people hung out.  I 
am q u i te sure that I have never seen expression 
of such utter satisfact ion on any faces before. 

Aga i n  he came down, th is t ime narrowly 
m iss ing .a  church, and then f i n a l l y  he c l i mbed 
·on l y  to lose height g radua l ly. Gerry's rear 
gunner had s p i r i t  we w i l l  admit  and admi re,; 
with smoke pouring from its ta i l  he fought  on 
unt i l it f ina l ly crashed and was enveloped in a n  
enormous co lumn of smoke. I t  had f i rst landed 
on an ad jo ining street, knocked down a tree and 
a f_ence, and then damaged the skat ing r ink.  

One can ne,ver cease pra is ing the Spitf i res. 
They toyed ( l i tera l ly)  with this ugly monster, 
and then f i na l ly thei r inst inctive co-operation 
hastened Gerry's . end.  The Spitf i res ·c i rded 
proudly over the i r  v'ict im,  and cheers from· a l l  
were sounded for " Ou r. Lords o f  the A i r . "  

E.  M.,  I .  



GRAMMAR SCHOOL MAGAZ I NE 

MOUNTAIN SCENERY. 

The d e ! ights and, raptu res of mounta i n  
scenery cannot b e  imag ined b y  the dwe l lers of 
the p l a in,  no matter how much we endeavour 
to descr ibe  them. Fam i l i a r i ty w i t h  the moun­
ta ins does  not  lessen their  charm, i t  rather  i n ­
creases i t ,  t i l l  t h e  s p i r i t  of mounta i ns seems to 
enter the sou l  of the beholder, and then awe­
str icken and entr.anced', he rea l ises a l i tt le  of 
the wondrous maj esty of the " everlast i n g  
h i l l s . "  

I t  is  d i ff icu l t  t o  desc r i be the charms o f  
mounta i n  scenery. F irst there is t h e  splendour 
of the h i l !s .themse l ves, with their rugged crests 
and lofty c l i ffs. Now, they reflect the shadows 
of a pass ing c loud, and then they are bathe.d 
aga i n  in br i l l i ant su nsh ine .  Next  there is the 
beauty of the va l l eys below, with their  peacefu l 
w ind ing river, and g reen pastures where deer, 
the " monarchs of the g lens," descend when 
winter comes and storm c louds ro l l  u p  and h ide 
the rocky slopes· from view. 

The brown peat-co loured waterfa l !s too w i t h  
their  w h i te foam ,  and t h e  lakes which l i e  dark 
and black under the c loudy sky, add to the 
beauty of the. scene. These, however ,  are only 
a few . of the beaut ies of mounta i n  scenery, 
which . to the dwel l e r  i n, the p l a i ns are a reve l ­
at ion o f  the g ra ndeur a n d  majesty o f  nature. 

W.  C. 

THE LAN D  OF MY- B I RTH. 

There's a land, a dear land, far across the ro l l ­
i ng sea, 

And that land . of happy memorie-s is now 
beckoning 'to me; 

But a l though the breakers roar, 
On that w i ! d  and rocky shore, 

I ' l l  be  S?ming back one da¥, dear land, to thee. 

Half a century I 've wande,red on a far and 
foreign strand, 

Far away from those I love, i n  my own, my 
native land;  

Though so m<Jny years have passed, 
Thy memor ies swee,t sha l l  ever last, 

And there ' l l  a lways be between us a dear and 
f i l i a l  band. 

Times may change and y-ears rol l  by, yet 
changeless thou shall be. 

Haven of all  wan,de,re,rs weary, the dearest p!ace 
on earth to me. 

And . there the old r ivers so peacefu l ly 
flow, 

Just as they did in the sweet long ago, 
And now, as I dream i n  this old pra ir ie· town, 

they k i n d l e  a fl ame in my memory. 

Land of my birth, where my fathers are s l eep­
i ng, 

Round mounta ins majestic strange legends are 
creeping.  . 

Far famed are your sons, and to many 
a ·- m i nd 

I n  everlast ing verse enshr ined, 
As round your o ld shores fresh g lor ies are heap­

ing.  
The lovely tassels of the !arch, the moss- rose· 

red, and sweet b luebe l l ,  
T h e  myrt le ,  a n d  t h e  hawthorn cast a sweef 

aroma o'er the del l .  
And o'er  the wino-swept moors and 

fens, 
O'er Scotia's h i l ls, o'er Scotia's g l ens, 

The g l orious purple heather growing,  their  
everlasting beaut i es swel l. 

I 've seen some s ights of wondrous hue adorn 
the land of France, . 

And eyes of deepest sapph i re-b !ue I ta l '.��a c· ,r. ' •if.vs 
enhance, 

But let me hear the p i broch play, 
In c l achan old, a t  close of day. 

However sad I may. have been, 't is  now my 
heart begins to dance. 

Howe' er far I may have wandered, dear Scotia 
me beg u i l es, 

Back 'neath my own, my native sky, as it 
brightly smi les.  _ 

Oh wou ! d  that I m ight s ing her pra ise, 
Like bards of old in g lorious lays. 

And now, in  fancy, I tread once more on the 
w i n d i ng Road to the I s les.  

I ,  F . . '  V. 

" THE ISLAND FORTRESS." 

A year of war has passe.d away 
Yet the Empi re's  might  g rows every day : 
From far-off colon ies d a i l y  come 
Men and arms to beat the Hun : 
Aggression march has gone thus far, 
Not yet have, we begun true war r 
I n  battles past we've proved our prowess, 
Jerry or Wop can never cow us l 

Ben i to Mus!S and Ado l f  H i t  
W i l l  never beat the, a"ncient B r i t  I 

________ H .  T . ,  I V .  

THE BETTE R WAY. 

To l ive through l i fe in poverty, 
Through days that are weary and sad, 

Than to steal anothe·r's property, 
'Tis better by far, my lad.  

I \ "s  better to try,  and do your best, 
Tnan not to try at al I, 

For when you've f i n i shed you may rest, 
And need to fear no fa l I .  

I t  i s  bette,r t o  suffer s a d  defeat, 
When you f ight  for a worthy cause, 

Than to make a shameful retreat, 
And brea k a l l  chiva l ry's laws. 

P. F . ,  I .  
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FISH AND C H I PS. 

Now I have no t ime ' for' poe.ts, . emotional or 
h ighbrow, 

Who'd . fi II a dozen: pages with an epic to an 
eyebrow, 

I 'd rather sing the· praises of our truly nat ional 
dish� 

A penny-worth of " tatt ies " and a twopenny 
piece of fish. 

And · when my stay on earth is done and I am 
· du ly  taken, 

And Gabriel brings me nectar with my morning 
' egg and bacon, 

" Get thee behind !". I shal l proc laim. That 
stuffs a l !  r ight in sips, 

But I wi I I · not be an angel if can't have fish 
arid · ch_ips . . 

P. L. , I . 

WITH: APOLOGIES . TO TEACH E RS.  

Whe.ri· a long ·  the· passage for English we go, 
Mr. Mo,r_rison's going to say; oh, we kn·ow, 
" Now, _. I j ust wan:t to fin ish the Americ-an War 
An':1, then ;you' !I read prose t il l the be l l  go�s at 

. · four. 
But the minutes tick by and sti l l  h istory we do, 
Not on,ly  the " war " but something else new, 
For he:'d . . rather do history than poetry or play, 
So we've got to remind him we don't th ink that 

way., 
Now, I used to take· Lat in, but I soon could see, 
That " Cicero " and " Livy " we!"e too much for 

me, 
But I stil l remember Mr Wilson wou ld say, 
" Master Grant, what happened to you y.ester­

day? 
Now, a small piece of paper and we'll have a 

test, 
You r  vocabulary's weak," how I used to detest. 
But_ we'd plead for no homework then, and, 

maybe 
We'd get off somet imes, for kind l y  was he. 
M iss Masson: is  new, bu-t it's clear a'd '  can be, 
That her · pet ph rase is simply, " Now; do you 

seie?" 

Othe•rs may come yet, so we on ly can pray 
That they'l l a l l be as calm as the one used to-

day. 
Our former French master now in khak i  is c lad, 
When he went away we .al l felt rather sad, 
But we must remember that digging a trench 
Is much more, i'mportant than our learning 

Fr,ench. 
While I had science I not iced each day, 
That · Mis:s Fraseir, when ang ry, was likely to say, 
" For goodness. sake, wi ! I  you stop al l this noise, 
Really  g i, rls, you .are ten times worse than the 

boys." · 
And now I must stop, and the others exclude, 
P lease, teachers, I hope 1. have not been too 

cr,:ide,· 

But, were I in you r  p lace I would far worse say, 
For I know how annoying we are every day. 

M. C. , V. 

THE PARASHOT. 

As I stand a lone on a bleak h i ll-top, 
I th ink I hear a bomb drop; 
A fel low's nerves are not so hot 
W hen it's h i s  first night as a Parashot. 
Oh the n ight is dark and I 'm al l a lone, 
And doesn't that sound l i ke a He inke ! drone. 
Maybe it is and maybe it's .not, 
I t's my f i rst night as a Parashot. 

J . T. , I I .  

AN AUTUMN SU NSET. 

The last rays of the setting sun, 
Shining bright o'er h,ill and da!e ,  

A re casting shadows o'er the forests, 
Light ing up the pleasant vale. 

The autumn leaves ar-e blowing freely, 
In the early ,evening breeze, 

Floating slowly, s lowly earthwards, 
Fa lling from the mighty trees. 

But stil l the strong _2nd sturdy pine 
Retains h is  needles t h rough the- snows, 

Evergreen, as if to cheer us, 
Ti l l  the stormy winter goes. 

:� J . M . ,  I l l . 

THE DOLLIE .  

There was ·a litt le girl named Pol ly 
Who had' such .a wond!erfu! do l ly, 

I t  was dressed all in blue, 
Said, " How do you do," 

And laughed in a way that was jo lly. 
John Duncan, Pr imary 1 1 1 . 

Way out West, 
L ives I njun Jack, 

With a moose-hide vest, 
And a bearskin· pad< .. 

James Hair; Primary 1 -1 ! . 

Christmas time wi ll soon be here, 
A time of happiness and cheer; 
When friends gather from far and near, 
A t ime looked forward to a ll the year. 

Pamel� G ibson, Primary· 1 1 1 . 

There was an old fellow called Pitt  
Who in " the house "  used to s i t, 

He quarre l led with Fox 
T i ll he took chickenpox, 

And that was the end of his w i t. 
M. M. 
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W is for W i nston the head of our State. 
I India so troubled of late. [crave. -

N Napoleon whose power Adolf  does 
S Spitfires that la id  " that " in i ts grave. 

T Tommies so keen for the fray. 
0 our A i rmen so tired day by day. 
N the _Navy so steadfast and true. 

C Canadians who've come a long way. 
H the Hurricanes that f !y day by day. 
U our Union in purpose and purse. 
R our Raiders whom Berliners curse. 
C the Czechs so wantonly ravaged. 
H Hitler the curse of it all. 
I Ita lians at his beck and call. 
L the Luftwaffe selected to break us. 
L the Londoners who've proved they · 

" can take it. " 
M. A., I l l . 

SCHOOL ATH LETICS. 
1 939- 1 940. 

There was great activity in sports dur i ng the 
past session. mainly centred, as usuai, around 
the House Cup. The football, shinty and 
cricket matches were keenly contested, and 
there was much excitement over the annual 
cross-country run, in  which John Holmes ( Roy) 
took first place, comp!eting the course in the 
record time of thirteen minutes, two seconds; in 
totals,  however, the Revoan team won . 

The junior shinty team put up a very good 
performance, being runner.s-up for the Cup and 
leade,rs in the Stra1'hspey section of the league. 
Shinty was only in troduced in 1 93 8  and has 
rapidly gained popu larity. 

Cricket this session was on a somewhat lower 
standard and no outside matches were a rranged . 
No rugby was played this year as a suitable 
field could not be procured. 

We are once again indebted to Mr Houston, 
the golf professiona l ,  for · his lessons to the 
boys on Saturday mornings. Evidence of his 
good work was seen in the inter-house golf 
match, which was won by the Revoan team. 

The annual  spor ts  he!.:I at the end of J une 
were a great success and excellent weather 
d rew quite a large crowd. As usual, every 
event was hotly contested, the senior champion 
this time being ).  M. Cameron, who was pre­
sented with the medallion. 

There were two Cairngorm expedit ions this 
y.ear, one to Cairngorm itself. and one to 
Bynack More. To both these climbs there was 
a large turnout. The Cairngorm award ·was won 
by Herbert F. Cumming. 

Revoan won the House Cup (captained by H. 
F. Cumming). The other captains were G. 
Fraser ( Revack)  and I. M' l ntosh (Roy).  

The late A i rcraft
.
sman W. J.  Macc:onald. 

EVE N I NG. · 

'Tis a 1 ime for dreaming; 
Shared by man and flower . 

This quiet peaceful evening, 
A misty magic hour. 

The darkness slowly deepens, 
And shadows softly fall; 

The world wi! I soon be s leeping, 
With s i l e nce over _,eill . · · ·  

K. C., I V. 

There was an old G_er .m�n called G�et·ing, 
Who found l i fe so . . t�rribly boring, 

That he started to slim 
With Bile Beans and Vim, 

B u t  found that it started him snoring. 
M. C .  

Now Ruth i s  a terrible· blet.her, 
Her tongue must be made of strong !eather : 

. . 1-f · not 'twou ld wear .done 
And then she'd have ·none; 

Oh what a rel ie_f for· poor · Heather ' 

There i,;as an o ld  lady ·ot · Hyde, 
She ate a green apple and died; 

It came to the wors t,  
For the old lady burst, 

R. M. 

So they made cider inside her i nside. . 
J. c. 
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THE OLD GUARD. 

OLD GUARD NOTES, 1 940. 

Very u nderstandably in present circum­
stances, the Old Guard has not had a very active 
year. Badminton matches faded out soon after 
Ch-r,stmas, and no further activities could be 
ar ranged .  A few members joined in the school 
expeditions to Cairngo-rm and Bynack, and 
those who were availabra turned out to assist 
w i th the school cross-cou ntry run in October. 

The annual general meeting in. November 
was attended by the few who remained in Gran­
town . Mr William Cruickshank, secretary and 
tr-easurnr, r -ead the financial statement, wh,ich 
was considered satisfactory. I t was decided · to 
dispense with unnecessary office-beare-rs, and 
to leave the arrangement of sports' fixtures, if 
such were, possible, to the new secretary, Mr 
Donald M' Beath. I n spite· of the times, the 
Club is almost eighty strong and continues to 
attract new members. 

Th.is year, th.e magazine is sm.,ller . News 
is scanty, and amid the distractions of war many 
lack the, opportu_nity and the desire to write. 
We hope that the aftermath will inspire the 
u rge and suggest the theme . Meanwhile to 
a ! I our young men at home and beyond the seas 
we· send our Christmas greetings and best 
wishes for t he New Year . 

R. W . 

OLD GUARD MEMBERS, 1 940-4 1 .  

Office.- Bearers. 
Hon ,. Presiden,t-Captain F rank C.  Hendry, 

O. B . E. , M.C.  
Hon·. Vice.- Presid-e•nt-Thomas Hunter, M.A ., 

B.Sc .  
President-James Templeton, M.A. 
Vice,- Presiden,t-Angus Mackintosh. 
Secretary and Treasurnr-Donald M'Beath.  
Maguine Eclitor-Robert W ilson, M.A. 

With The Forces. 
A lbert Ande•rson, · High Street--Royal Air Force. 
James Cameron, The Square-Royal Navy. 
William Cruickshank, Cromdale-Royal Air 

Force. 
Wi 1 1  iam Fotheringham, Nethybridge-Roya ! 

Artil lery.  
Donald F raser, Dulnain-Bridge--Royal Army 

' Corps of Signals. 
Pat rick Gar row, Advie-Royal Air Force . 
Martin Grant, High Street-Royal Air Force . 
Donald Gunn, H igh Street--Seaforth H igh-

l anders. 
John Holmes, Craggan--H.M. Training Ship.  
Lawson I ll ingworth, Castle Road-Royal Air 

Force . 

Wil ! iam Ledingham, High Street-Fleet Air 
Arm . 

Wi lliam ,V\acaulay, Lettoch-Green Howards. 
Angus Mackintosh, Dulnain-Bridge-Royal A i r  

. Force. 
Donald Mackintosh, Dulnain-Bridge-Seaforth 

Highlanders. 
Donald Mackintosh, Cromdale-Royal Army 

Service Corps. 
Evan Mackintosh, Du !na in- B ridge-Royal Army 

Corps of Signals. 
Har ry Macpherson, Castle Road-Royal A i r  

Force . 
I an Macpherson, Castle Road-Seaforth High-. 

!anders. 
Peter Macpherson, Grant Road-Scots Guards . 
Kenneth M'Connell . L.M.S. Cottages-Seaforth 

Highlanders. 
A l exander M'lntyre, Boat o f Garten-Royal Air 

Force. 
I an M'Kenzie, Spey B ridge-Royal Army 

Med,ical Corps. 
Patrick M'Lean, Nethybr:dge-Royal Air Force. 
Alastair M'N icol, High Street---Fleet Air Arm. 
Peter M'Nicol, High S t reet-Royal Navy. 
William M'William, South Street-Seaforth 

H ighlanders . 
Edw in Munro, Station Road-Roya! Army Ord-

nance Corps. 
John Paterson, High Street-Royal Engineers. 
Roderick Rattray, South Street-Royal Ma rines. 
Jack Reid, Station House-Royal Army Corps of 

Signals. 
Victor Ross, Dulnain-Bridge-Royal Navy. 
Angus Stuart, Castle Road-Royal Artille ry. 
Donald Stuart.  South Street-Royal Army 

Medical Corps. 
John Stuart, Castle Roi;ld-Royal Air Force . 
Gordon, Templeton, The Lodge-Seaforth High­

landers. 
J 2 mes Temple ton, The Lodge-Roya ! Artillery. 
Will iam Thomson, High Street-Navy, Army 

and Air Force I nstitute·. 
David Winchester, Castle Road-Royal Army 

Corps of Signals. 
Ewan Wood, Cromdale-Royal Air Force. 

o·n Cail. 
John Mack intosh, Cromdale-Royal A i r  Fo rce. 

Fo,rmer Members. 
Kenneth M'Cabe, Cromdale-Scots Guards. 
Frank Roberts, Baptist Manse-Lancashire 

Fusi I iers. 
Casualties. 

Died of Wounds. 
Jahr. Laing, High Street-Seaforth Highlanders. 
Wou nded. 
George Ca

.
meron, The Square-Cameron High­

landers. 
Alexander Smith, High Street--Roya! Navy. · 
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Prisoners of War. 

Ernest Cooke, Cromdale-Cameron Highlanders. 
Frank · Macaulay, Lettoch--Cameron High-

lande,rs. 
Alexande,r Phimister, South Street-Seaforth 

Highlanders. 
Robert Ross, Dul nain - Bridge-Royal Army Ord­

nance Corps. 

Exiles. 

J ames A!lan, M . 8 ., Ch.B., Ballintomb, Royal 
Infirmary, Inverness. 

Alexander Calder, Tombain, telephone engineer, 
Post Office, Aberdeen. 

Gregor Cameron, Mondhuie, clerk, Royal I n ­
f i rmary, Edinburgh. 

Jack Cooke Cromdale, Police Force, Clydebank. 
Harry Fras�r, B.Sc., Mondhuie, civil ,engineer, 

Colonial Service, Malaya . 
John Gran,t, B.Sc., Rothiemoon, research staff, 

Institute of Animal Genetics, Edinburgh 
Gordon Jack, Castle Road, sorting- cle,rk tele­

graphist. Post Office, Kirkwall, Or.kney. 
Hamish Jack, High, Street, telephone l i nesman, 

Post Office. Buckie. 
James Macdonald, U ppe,r Port, Morayshire Con­

stabu !ary, Elgin . 
Evan Mackintosh, Dulnain- Bridge, su rveyor, 

Messrs Hardie & Coy., Dunfermline. 
Colin M' l ntosh, High Street. , draughtsman, 

Singer Manufacturing Co.,  Clydebank. 
Donald M'lritosh, H igh Street, draughtsman, 

Messrs Tullis & Sons, Engineers, Clyde­
bank. 

John Milne, M.A., High Street, Auxiliary Fire 
Service, London. 

Wishart Milne, High Street, telephone engi neer, 
Post Office, Glasgow. 

John Ross, A.M. 1 .E . ,  Dulnain- Bridge, electrical 
engineer, Messrs Keith & Co.,. Land.on .. Richard Surtees. High Street, Dulw1ch D1v 1s 1on, 
Metropolitan Po!ice Force, London. 

Universitv Members. 

Duncan Davidson, High Street, 4th year arts, 
Edinburgh. 

Thomas Hunter, Woodside Avenue, 5th Year 
medicine, A be'rdeen. 

Bruce Munro, High Street, 2nd year medicine, 
Glasgow. 

Local Membe,rs. 

William Cruickshank, Messrs Mackintosh and 
Cumming, Drapers, Grantown. 

Alastair Grant, B.Sc., Ball i n lu ig, Grantown. 
Geoige Illingworth, Forestry Commission, Dul­

nain- Bridge. 
Marr I llingworth, Post Office, Grantown. 
Fraser I nnes, Messrs Thomson, Grocers, Gran-

town. . · 
Alexander Ledingham, The Studio, Grantown. 
Lewis Mackintosh, The Picture House, Gran-

town. 
Donald M'Beath, National Bank, Grantown. 
Roy Phimister Post Office, Grantown. 
Gregor Ross, The Garage, Dulnain- Bridge. 

Lach!9n Stuart, Messrs Hastings, Butchers, 
Grantown. 

Robert Wilson, M .A., Grammar School,  Gran­
town. 

IN MEMORIAM. 
RONALD W. SCOTT, Advie, Royal Corps. of 

Signals, 20th May, 1937, aged 1 9, at 
Jubblepore, I ndia. 

JOHN M. LAING, MA, H igh Street, Se.a­
forth Highlanders, 30th May, 1940, aged 
26, at Zillebeke, Belgium. 

JOHN M. LAI NG, M.A. 

It was with p rofound sorrow that we learned 
that John Laing, much-beloved secretary of the 
Old Guard, had died of wounds in Be !gium. AH 
members join in offering their sympathy to h. 1s  
bereaved parents, brother and s ister, and in 
paying tribute to a friend o·f memorable talent 
and charact-er. By his death no greater loss; 
could be sustained by the club or the com­
munity, for allied to his quality as. a scholar and 
a craftsman was a nobility of mind and heart­
that earned h.im the honour and esteem of all .  

Dux o f  the Grammar School i n  1930, h e  gave 
of his best in all the activities of school. He 
was a member of the soccer and running teams. 
After graduating M.A. at Edinburgh U niversity 
it was his choice to assist his father-and 1 n  
this vocation h e  excel!ed a s  hitherto he had in  
study. 

His leisure he devoted to the service of 
youth with a high conscience . and a fine en­
thusiasm. He rendered great service to the. 
Sunday School and to the Football Club;  b�t 
we shall remember him best as the· Old Guard s 
matchless secretary. His ,exacting sense of duty 
was a vital factor in its success, and even on 
active service he found time to remember and 
to help. By nature reserved, he yet - never failed 
to write or to speak for the Club when the 
occasion demanded or i ts interests we,re at 
stake. 

I -Amongst us, his friends, he is .i r
_
replaca.b e· 

for the good he did in his l i fe; and, 1n making 
the supreme sacr if ice, he has crowned a .memory 
of unselfishness and devotion which t ime w i !I 
not dim. 

H. MACPHAIL 

H I G H -C L ASS P A I NTE R & D E C O R AT O R ,  

HIGH STREET GRANTOWN. 
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T H E  ROOT OF ALL EVI L-TH E  
COMPANY OFF ICE.  

For t h e  u n i n i t iated let  me f i rst of a l l  say 
that the Company Office i s  the sea t of the 
Sergeant-Major  and h is  unde r l i ngs.  Thence 
come a l l  the " Thou sha l t  nots " of each camp 
and barracks. There a re issued from t h i s  
m e l t i ng p o t  w h a t  a re known as  D a i ly Orders. 
These Orders i nvariably sta_rt with the t ime­
table for  the · day,  he1aded by " 06.00 hours 
reve i l l e . "  

: T o  tlie l a y  min.d t h i s  conveys very l i tt le;  but 
in ac.-u�-! fact i t  b r i ngs to weary ears an un­
welcome bugle ca l l  which means j u m p i ng from 
b_etween_ wa,m b l ankets and expos ing l i mbs to 
the ch i l ly . a i r of ear ly morn ing .  I t  i s  dark,  and 
the black-out must be put up over the open 
w i ndows before a l ight  i s  shown. N urnerous 
w_ords which wou ld never pass even the most 
l i beral  censor float through the frosty a i r  as 
bare feet contact n_umerous obstac les .  With 
a l l  speed t h i s  job is  accomp!1shed, and the f i t­
{u l g low of hurr icane lamps reveals  the  army at 
its worst. Few words are spoken i n  the mad 
rt.1�h i nto the we lcome haven of trousers, pul l ­
overs,  and batt l e  d ress blouses; and then slowly 
the atmosphere seems to melt i nto a happier 
warmth. Tongues beg i n  to wag, and tales of 
the previous n ight's  e-scapades pass from bed 
to bed w h i l e  b l ankets a re be i ng carefu l !y  folded 
arid kit l a i d  out in the approved fashion.  One 
o r  two poor unfortunates carry the i r  thick 
heads to the nearest taps, which, of cours,e, 
a ! I  run cold .. 

The second i t e m  on the day's programme i s  
" B reakfast Parade, 0 7 . 00 hours ."  Prompt to 
t ime there i s  a headlong dash of khaki-c lad 
f igu res carrying the i r  kn ives, forks and mugs, 
and hoping for the best. 

. A_n_d so on i t  goes throughou t the day. Each 
minute is c'eta i led by this l i tt le  Company 
Office u n t i l  we come to the f ina l item, " 22. 1'5 
hows L ights Out . "  

This,  however, does n o t  complete t h e  Da i l y  
Orders.  There fo! lows a l i st o f  l i tt le para­
g raphs ,. te lJ.ing_ ev.ercybody what _ they shal  I and 
whaf 1nei" · sha n h6f ·do ·at work and a t  p l ay .  
The Sergean t-Major i s  fundamenta l ly respon­
s i b le  for the framing - of these i nstructions, 
subf�_c"i; ciU:o_i.Jrse, . to the approvar of the Com-

mand i ng Officer who a lways appends his i n ­
de·c i pherable h i e roglyphic  a·t t h e  bottom. 

I shoul d  l i ke to i nform the masses who 
marvel at  the unend i ng flow of these orders 
that the worthy Sergeant-Major does not set 
a s i.de an hour every day to conjure up fresh 
restrictions for his cha rges. · I n  fact, a great 
many of the orders emanate from the men 
themse!ves. The Act i ng Local Unpaid Lance­
Corporal approaches the S e rgeant-Major  with 
that respect which is  his due, and t i m i d l y  
mentions that Pte . S m i t h  h a s  forgotten. t o  hand 
h i s  laundry to the Quarter Master's Store on 
the appropriate day, and that Pte. Smith begs 
p e rmis s ion to send his so i led " undies " and 
towel to the loca l l aundry. The Sergeant 
Major  has no hes i tat ion in barking a g ruff " No 
-he w i l l  have to go d i rty for a week," and 
then ca l ls  over to one of h i s  c lerks : " Put  this  
in to-morrow's Orders-' Personnel w i l l  hand 
the i r  laundry -to the Quarter Master's Stores by 
1 2 .00 hours on Thursdays. Severe d i sc i p ; i nary 
act ion w i i l  be taken aga i nst a nyone contraven­
ing this order 1 ,  1 1  -

The phrase " severe d isc ip l inary action w i l l  
b e  taken " i s  a favour ite one w i t h  t h i s  Company 
Office, and means that the offender is  put on 
a charge and paraded the fo l low i n g ·  morn i ng 
w i th an escort. The poor unfortunate has h i s  
c a p  removed, a n d  he i s  then marched in  t o  the 
awe- inspi r ing presence of the Comm<"Jnding 
Officer.  The scene enacted in the l ion's den 
i s  rem i n iscent of the Star Chambe,r. The 
c r i m i na l  has the charge read out to h i m  and 
asked i f  he has anyth ing to say in  defence; but 
this usua l ly carr ies l i tt le  weight as there i s  i n ­
var iab ly an N .C.O.  g iv ing evidence aga inst h i m, 
and what C.O.  wou ld query the word of one of 
h is corpora ls) 

The usua l sentence for m i nor c r i mes is con­
finement to barracks for a number of days . 
The pr isoner is then marched out, a nd h i s  
headgear restored. I wou l d  ask the reader not 
to g ive too much thought to the wonderfu! f i rst  
hand knowledge which t h e  wr i ter appears to 
have on t h i s  sub iect.  

The Company Office a l s o  passes on, any good 
news issued by the- powers that be through 
these same Da i l y  Orders. There is  certa inly 
v e ry l i tt l e  attention g i ven to the i nd iv idua l  i n  
t h i s  army o f  ours, but cons i deration for the 
men as a whole i s  not lacking. Al l the petty 
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restrictions and rules l a id  down i n  these_ orclers 
a re often offaet by one tel l i ng of some benefi t 
for us.  

Spec ia l  thought has been g iven recently to 
men who have had the i r  homes o r  fam i l ies 
bombed; and they are i n  no · way h i ndered in 
the i r  natura!  des i re to siet home and he l p  in 
any way that they can .  An order publ ished 
the o ther day which gave great sat isfaction, told 
us that fares wou ld be paid for men who were 
granted leave to v i s i t  homes damaged _by enemy 
act ion.  

The.re i s  a lways one paragraph i n  Da i l y  
Orders headed " Deta i l s . "  This i s  scanned in  
trepidat ion by a i l  and sund ry, because i t  con­
ta ins a i i st of N . C.O. 's  and men who have to 
do the unpleasa n t  j obs of the day-fatigues, 
gua rds, p ickets, etc . ,  and i nvar iably means C B .  
for t h e  day. Through t h i s  deta i l  a nyone work­
i ng

. 
i n  the Company Office becomes very un­

popular  w ith  h i s  fr i ends. who a lways th ink  that 
the i r  names should be missed from the d readed 
l i st .  In  point of fact, these l ists a re d rawn up 
i n  str ict rotation . and everything is  a !ways fa i r  
and above board.  

However, to a l l  ranks, there i s  on ly one 
th ing th

0
at rea l l y  matters i n . Da i l y  Orc-ers; and 

everyone wai .ts to see h i s  own name i n  a l i s t  
headed, " T h e  undermein t ioned a r e  granted 
seven/days' pr iv i lege l eave w.e . f .  

E .  MUN RO, R .AO.C 

AIR RAID. 

The n ight  a lert  is about four hours o l d .  I t  
sounds qu ieter -ou ts ide,  r n  · I  f i na l l y  decide to 
arrange a shake-down in my improvised bed­
room-shelter .  -For many reasons, I choose the 
ha l l  for th i s  purpose . It  i s  square, holds a 
spr ing - i nter ior mattress and.  when a l l  doors a re 
shut  and fan - l ights  boarded up, g ives suff ic ient  
protection from f ly ing g lass. 

I carry the mattress i n to the hal !  and make 
up the bed. My best suit ar1d other a rt ic les of 
c loth ing aie suspended from the ha l l - stand and 
various door-hand les-just i n  case the bed­
rooms are _un lucky. F ina l ly, I l i e down, swi tch 
of-f the l ight and hope for the best. 

For about twenty m i nutes i t  i s  qu i te peace­
ful, except for the drone of a 'p lane i n  the d i s-

tance and the  far-off gunfi re of the  ba rrage. 
Sudden ly, unmistakable and undescr i bable,  
comes the rush ing sound of a fa l l ing bomb, 
fo ! l owed by f ive others in  qu ick  success ion.  
I nst inct ively, I duck under the b l ankets. There 
i s  a seemingly i nterminable pause-whose luck 
w i l l  be out to- n ight?-then the d u l l  thud of 
exp losions. For a few m i nutes the house rocks 
l i ke a rowing-boat Then he l l  breaks loose, 
as every gun in  the v i c i n i ty g ives tongue.  and 
the a i r  is  f i l l ed with scream i ng she l l s .  With 
the guns of each battery f i r ing s imultaneous ly, 
the noise is deafen i ng, and the reverbtrations 
rol l among trees and houses.  In my shel ter I 
can fee l the d raught of each concuss ion .  The· 
drone of the 'p lane's engine fades an·d swe l l s  
as t h e  p i lot · t ri"es t o  e lude t h e  burst ing she l l s .  
Some hope of s leep i"n th is  infernal  racket ! 
Doors and wi ndows v i brate, pots and pan, 
rattle, and china dances i n  the cupboards. 

After about three hours of th is' incessant 
gunf i re  and bomb explosions�the bombs 
h�pp i /y not too c lose_::/ get up; and, dur ing a 
spe l !  of compa rat ive qu iet ,  venture into the 
k i tchenette to make some tea. Then · back to 
bed and a fi tfu l doze. In what see·ms half-an­
hour,  but i s  actua l l y  nearer three, comes a rude 
awa kening as the s i rens wai l  · the ·a l l -c lear .  
Now i t  is  so confounded ly quiet  and peaceful 
that I toss and turn quite a whi l e  before 
managi ng to d rop off aga i n .  My " 2 !arm " 
wakens me at 5 · a . m . ,  and there is on ly  j us t  
t ime to carry the ma ttress to m y  bedroom, wash 
and dress before going on duty af  5 .4 5 .  

T o  m y  mind,  one obta i ns more s leep i n  a 
house than in an a i r-ra id  si1e l ter ,  a l though per­
haps there isn't the same deg ree of safety. 
Ratt l i ng doors and wi ndows and a swayi ng floor 
are more bearable than ch i l ly d iscomfort and 
a medley of snores. 

R .  SU RTEES, Metropol i tan Poi ice.  

There was a young lady of Ha'rwich 
Who sat al l  wrapped up in a carriage, 

She sat and she smi led 
Ti l l  a l l  men she bEgu i led, 

And now she's wrapped up i n  her ma-rr iage.  
M .  M'A. 

Solut ioh-" December." 
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FIRE OVER LONDON. 

F o r  two and a h a l f  months, up t o  t h e  t i m e  
of w r i t i n g ,  Loridon and i ts environs have been 
the object of what the German High Command 
i s  p ! eased to ca l l  a b l i tzkr i 2g .  Now, a b l i tz ­
k r i e g ,  b y  i ts l i tera l translat ion of " l ig h tn i ng 
war," impl ies some t h i ng much more swift and 
much more deadly than the  " ersatz " l ight­
n ing made i n  Germany and conducted n i g h t l y  
across t h e  Engl i sh  Channel  b y  the enemy's a i r­
craft. I n  po i nt of fact, an amazing ly  h i g h  
percentage of t h e  " l i g htn ing " which e m a n ­
a t e s  from the Fren�h coast and o t h e r  thundery 
regions further east is w e l l  and tru!y ea rthed 
in the fa i r  broad bornm of this l and .  

The squadrons of th.e Luftwaffe however 
are truly German in the i r  pers istence; and evid� 
ence of the i r  p resence over Bhta in's  cap i t a l  i s  
n o L  far to . seek; for· two and a h a l f  months o f  
bomb . warfare, conducted from a few m i l es up, 
ca nnot help but l eave i ts scars on the face of 
nature and th.e hand iwork of man.  Churc�es., 
homes, schoo ls, warehouses, stores and shop.s 
have felt  the tenif ic  i mpact of the h i g h  ex­
plosive, or the furious �eat of the i ncend i a ry 
bomb; but it is London's East End that has 
suffe�ed the heav iest, most concentrated · shock 
_:_that  f i rst · shatter ing,  surprise blow that fe l l  
o n  Saturday eve n i n g .  By the  thousands, whose 
pr iv i lege _ i t  was to go to the a id of a g reat c i ty 
in the  t i me of her sorest need the v iv id  
memory of that even ing wi l l  never be forgo : t e n .  

The c a l l  t o  act ion, c a m e  at 6 p . m .-the c a l l  
w h i c h  h a d  beeri s o  long awaited-and w i t h i n  a 
few m i nutes thousands of f i re - f ight ing u n its 
had left the i r  stations and sub-stations al l  over 
London. w i th officers and men, to swel I the 
throng which g athered trom a s  far af ie ld  as 
Manchester i n  the north and B r ighton in the 
south, l i ke moths to a n i g htmare candle .  

The scene of mu rderous f i re was truly awe­
i ns p i r i n g .  The blood - red g l ow, sent upwards 
and . reflected in the b i ! lowing cumulus of the 
a u tumn sky, cou l d  be seen for m i les.  Even 
peaceful and s l eepy v i l lages in the Home 
Coun t i es, a s  yet untouched by war,  saw and 
wondered a t  the beacon . . u n t i l  wonderment oave 
p lace to stark rea l i sat ion, su l len anger and a n  
ach ing for revenge. 

Through the streets of London the concourse 
ran eastwards unt i l ,  hera lded by an ever­
increas i ng c loud of dr ift ing black smoke, a 
scene of breathtak ing  destruction ea.me into ful  I 
v iew. To descr ibe i t  i n  its  deta i ! s is beyond 
the power of pen, for bui l d i ngs of many 
k i nds were enveloped i n  a conflagration of 
awful f iercene,ss, to make a h i deous i nferno. 

St,reets were strewn with br icks and g lass whi le  
burnt  wate r - m a i ns showered the paveme�ts and 
I eve! led the, bomb-craters. 

From _wrecked and str icken homes the peopl e  
of the d istr ict started the i r  s l ow t r e k  westwards. 
A cosmopol i ta n  and pathetic trek it was.  
B rown , wh ite and ye l low races rose to the i r  
weary feet, such whose. feet wou l d  st i l l  support 
their s hocked bodies, and with bundles over 
every shoulder they went the i r  wav. Some 
pushed perambulators, handca rts or humble  
garden barrows, p i led h igh with  sa lvaged house­
hold t reasures,  and few knew wh ither they were 
go ing .  All that they r,e a l ised was that the N a z i  
aggressor . had seen f i t  t o  p ick u p o n  rows o f  
humbl-e houses a :,  m i l i tary o b j ectives, a l be i t  
they stood oft.en mi les away . from i ndust r i a l  
bu i ld i ngs or  ra i lways. 

Yes, few then could  foresee the end of the i r  
journey; b u t  here i s  t o  b e  found the 
core of Germany's prob!em the s p i r i t  
w h i c h  has d o n e  so much to ' hamper a nd 
cr ipple what was i n.tended for a swift a nd 
anni h i l a t i ng stroke•, a l ig h t n i ng wa r, to be over 
and done w i t h  so soon after i t  was beg u n .  
This  fact m u s t  s t a n d  o u t  above a l l  others.  Not 
a s i n g l e  eye was wet, not a s i n g l e  head drooped 
in  res ignat ion, not a s i n g l e  l i p  qu ivered amongst 
those l i tt le  peop le  whose world had sudden ly 
been outraged .. Each head was he ld  high i n  
defiance, and i n  every face i n  that stream of 
huma n i ty was a look which wou l d  have defied 
the whole  wor l d .  Thumbs which were not en­
gaged i n  ho l d i ng pa rcels-or bab ies-were 
j a u n t i l y  upturned a nd accompa n i ed by a g r i m  
s m i le-not a happy s m i l e ,  but a smi le  which 
spoke volumes. 

The courage of a na.tion is  the  sum tota ! of 
the courage of a l l  i ts c i t i zens;  for u n l ess every 
man and woman, young and o ld,  can face 
d isaste r, and' there f ind fresh i ncentive for 
battle i nstead of he lp lessness, the.n tru ly  that 
nat ion is  a l ready defeat.ed.  H e l p l essness i s  riot 
to be countenance,d w h i l e  hands can work and 
eyes can see,  for, . w h i l e  they can,  the power 
rema i ns to h e l p  in the defence of freedom. 

London has done it ,  Coventry has done it ,  
a nd many less publ ic ised towns and v i l lages 
where the  Nazis  have f ! own a re doing the same, 
and w h i l e  that s p i r i t  lasts,  then the outcome of 
our struggle i s  assured . Governments may r ise 
a n.d fa l l ,  armies may advance or retire, but the 
f ina l  tes.t of a n a t ion's power to resist is  the 
courage of its l i tt le  peop le, such people whom 
a famous American j ourna l i st has descr ibed a s  
" the unprepa red c ivi l ia n  pop u la t ion, h o l d i ng o n  
desp ite  a l most conti nuous and u n i n terrupted 
terror, w i th o n l y  the i r  a l most unbel i evab!e 
courage a nd fa i th  i n  themselves to m a i n t a i n  
them, because, a l l  through t h a t  week, no one 
who was there had any reason whatever to 
suppose that they and the i r  c i ty would not be 
bombed and burned out of existence . "  

J .  A. M I LNE,  London A. F.S.  
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SPORT AND DRAMA IN 

GRANTOWN S IXTY YEARS AGO. 

Sixty years ago the great game was shinty, 
and as schoolboys we were all very keen, play­
ing in. Graham's Park all the year round. After 
school th irty or forty of us would play for an 
hour or more, and on Saturday forenoon.s and 
afternoons nearly double that number would 
tak,e part in t he game. 

Shinty was the popular game with the older 
people as well, and every New Year's Day a 
match was played on the Square between a 
lamp-post near the Black Bull ( now the Palace 
Hotel) and the bridge over the burn near the 
Court House. Whatever the weathe1r con­
ditions, they were not allowed to interfere with 
this annual fixture. 

The match was usually East End versus West 
End, but occasionalfy it would be left-handers 
versus right- handers . Tom M'Kerras might 
captain· the East, and Archie M'Pherson the 
West. Great c rowds watched the games from 
both sides of the hails and shouted loudly in 
support of the players . I had the privilege of 
watching five or six matches., and rea l !y  thrilling 
affrays they were. A game would continue 
from ten o'clock in the morning until mid-day, 
be resumed at one and finish at three in the 
afternoon . In the first half the East End might 
have the best of it, but usually the West would 
pul ! level in the second. 

Ample provision was made for the players 
in the way of refreshments, each hotel-keeper 
and spirit merchant giving a bottle of whisky 
free. At that time the Square was very differ-· 
ent from wha t i t  is to-day. The road along the 
centre was soft and slushy, with pools of water 
here and there. The young trees, recently 
planted, often proved obstacles to play, but did 
not d iscourage the players. Often in the 
scramble windows on. both sides of the street 
were broke·n, but a collection taken at the close 
of play amp!y paid for the damage, and, with 
a hearty sha k i ng of hands, the p layers wound 
up an .enjoyable day. 

Now, let me recall our dramatic efforts. In 
my early days the,re flourished a Dramatic Club. 
It  was composed of m 2n, chiefly shopkeepers 
and tradesmen, and no women were admitted. 

Our f i rst play was " Rob Roy M'Gregor. " 
Jamss Dixon, step-dancer, who won many prizes 

and medals in the annual sports at Castle 
Grant, was Rob Roy. Bob Robertson, joiner, 
played the gentle part of Lady M'Gregor, while 
Bailie Nico! J arvie was acted by James Philips, 
draper, and the Captain of the Guard by Alec 
Temple ton. The female parts were played by 
young apprent ices. Two, the parts of Mattie 
and Jean M' Alpine, were allotted t.o me. 

The play was presented in the Public Hal I, 
which seated about 400; and it was arranged 
that performances should take place on the 
Fridays and Saturdays of two successive weeks. 
The first two nights proved very successful, the 
hall being crowded and the audiences so 
en tr.usiastic, that we looked forward to our re­
maining performances with even greater con­
fidence. 

Now I cail voxh tha t· there was nothing 
objectionab'e in the whole play. All the same, 
a b ig shock awaited us. On Monday forenoon 
two of his congregation calle"d on· the Rev. Dr 
Thomson, and told him that they had found it 
disgusting. He at once vis ited old Mrs Robe.rt­
son, his tract-distributor, and persuac'ed her to 
withdraw r.er son Bob from the play. That 
afternoon she informed the leaders of the 
Dramatic Club that Bob would not act again. 

Here now was " the little rift within ·the lute 
that might make all the music mute." A 
meeting of the Club was held that n ight, and, 
to my surprise, l was asked to take Bob's part 
as Lady M'Gregor, in addition to the two I had 
already. My father very kindly a!lowed me to 
take two hours off on Tuesday and on Wed­
ne-sday, so that, when we met for rehearsal on 
Thursday, I was ab le to do full justice to the 
part. The last two nights wen t splendidly, and 
the aud,iences were delighted with our per­
formance. 

J O H N  S. GRANT. 

NOT ICE  F .P.'S. 

A list of Former Pupils serving with H.M. 
Forces is to be prepared. It will greatly help 
if fr iends w i ll . send name,. rank and regiment 
of any Former Pupil  of the School to  Mr W. R. 
Stuart, News Office, or to the Secretary, Miss 
J. M. Paterson, Parkburn. 
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Contributions from F. P. 's .  

DEATHS. 

On 1 8th February, 1 940, i n  Chicago, 
W i l l i am Gra nt M' l n tosh,  third son of the late 
M r  and Mrs Peter M ' l ntosh, formerly of Rose­
mount, and latterly of Granish, Aviemore. 

The death occurred i n  E lg in  of James D. 
Cheyne, who was on the staff of Gran town 
Grammar School for many years. From Gra n ­
town he w e n t  to Alves, where h e  w a s  head­
master unt i l  h is  ret i rement twelve years ago. 
After h is  ret irement he devoted his  t i me to 
research and before h is  death had comp!eted 
writing � h istory of the Parish of  A lves . He 
took great i nterrst in the Moray F ie !d  C lub and 
i n  l i terary and sc ient if ic assoc iat ions. He was 
a Fel low of the Educationa l I nst i tute of Scot­
land.  

I t  i s· with deep regret that we record the 
death on act ive service of a very young F .P . ,  
A i rcraftsman Vv' i l l i am J .  Macdonald, whose 
parents res ide at  Upper Port. In  the course of 
his Post Office duties i n  peace time, he made 
many friends because of his f ine d ispos it ion;  
and h is  unt imely death whi le  i n  the execution 
of h is  duty is a painfu l blow. All  F .P . 's jo in  
i n  paying tri bute to a comrade who d ied with 
honour and offer their  deepest sympathy to h , s  
fami ly. ' 

WAR CASUALTIES. 

The fo l lowing casua l t ies have been reported. 
This does not c la im to be a complete l i st. The 
commi ttee w i l l  be gratefui if friends w i l l  com­
municate others to the. secretary, M iss Jean 
Paterson. 

A Cruickshank,  H igh Street, m iss ing.  
I .  M'Lennan, Woodburn P'lace, pr isoner.  
R .  M'Lennan, Woodburn Place, wounded. 
C .  Watt, Cromdale,  pr is,oner. 
G .  D .  M' Kenzie, H igh Street, m iss ing.  
C .  Murray, H igh Street, wounded. 
G .  Stewa r t, G lascho i le ,  wounded. 
E. Masson, Spey B ridge, pr isoner and 

wounded. 
P.  M i lne, l nvera ! lan, wounded. 
D .  Alanach, Cromdale, pr isoner. 
G .  M'Wi l l i am,  South Street, prisoner. 
D .  Grant, Castle Road,  wounded. 
T. Noble, Woodburn P lace, pr isoner. 
A.  Ph i m ister, South Street pr isoner. 
V.  Ol iver, High Street; prisoner. 
J. Laing, High Street, d ied of wounds. 
A.  Smith, High Street, wounded. 
E .  Cooke, Crom:Ja le, prisoner. 
G .  Cameron, The Square, wounded. 
F. Macaulay, Lettoch, pr isoner.  
R .  Ro_ss, Du lna in- Bridge, pr isoner. 
W.  Macdona ld, Upper Port, k i l led.  
G .  A. Kn ight, H igh Street, prisoner. 
A. M'Gregor, Woodburn P lace, pr isoner. 

Meda l l ists : ( I .  to r . ) H .  F.  Cumming ( Eng l ish ) ,  D .  B. Ayres (Modem 
La nguage_s ) ,  N. C. Low (Classics ) ,  H .  J. Wright (Mathemat ics,  Science and 

Ha rvey Dux ) .  - Photo. A.  Led ingham. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL · MEETI NG. 

The annu;il genera l meeting was held i n  the 
school on 5.th November. There was a very 
poor attendance owi ng to so many other c la ims 
on the t ime of members. Mr Hunter was un­
able to attend a t  the beginning of the meeting . 
Mr W. R. Stuart vesided. Min utes of last 
meeting were read : nd approved, a lso ba lance 
sheet for 1 939-40. The balance sheet showed 
that ther·e was a Ic e : of £ l 7s  Od on the year's 
working. I n  former ye,ars, the proceeds of the 
reun ion were added to the c lub funds. I n  
1 939 the usua l reu nion was not held, but in­
stead a whist d r ive and danc,e i n  a id  of the 
loca l War Work Party. The, sum of £ 1 1  Ss 
was handed over. · ,For the 1 940 reunion, i t  
was  decided to  hold a s imi lar funct ion in the 
school on 27th December-proceeds to be, 
given to the War Work Party for the Comforts 
Fund and Prisoners of Wa r Fund. 

The formation, of a Badminton Club was d is­
cussed, and a committ,e.e was appointed to 
make arrangements, if the use, of the school 
were granted. 

It was decided to g ive three book prizes, 
value £ l l s  each, instead of medals, which 
wo1c1 l d  now be more expens.ive. 

A l ist of Former Pup i l s  · �erving with H.M. 
Forces is to .be prepared. The secretary was 
i nstructed to advertise, asking names of F:P. 's  
serving to be  sent to Mr W. R. Stuart or to 
the Secretary. 

Office:-Be.arers. 

Hon. Preside,nt-Lt,-Col. J. ·G
.
rant Smfth. 

Hon. Vice-Pres idents-�Ex-Provosts J.  S. Grant 
Wm. M'Gregor, Jos: Paters�n, W. A'

. 

Glass. 

President-Mr T. Hynter. 

Vice-Presidents.'...._Miss ··.S,:ott " M'Gregor, ,Miss J .  
S .  Duncan, Mr · W . . R .  Stuart, . M r  Walter 
Cru ickshank. 

Committ,ee�Mi'ss E. Lawson, M iss Isobel 
Moyes; Miss Arm Giant, Mis� E. · Wood, 
Miss J. Cru ickshank, Mr D.  M'Beath, Mr 
R. Wi l son. 

Secretary and Treasurer.'...._Miss ·'J .  M. Paterson. 

NOTES ON SUBSCRIPTIONS, MAGAZINE  

CONTRI BUT IONS, ETC. 

Subscriptions are waived for members of the 
Old Guard or F .P .  Clubs on active service .  
They w i l l  cont inue to  be members and receive 
magazines. Other members a re r·equested to 
pay t_heir  subscriptions promptly. App l ication 
for membersh ip  from a ny F.P.  with the Colour.s 
w i l l  be welcomed. 

Contributiqns are invited to th�· Old Gua,rd 
and F .P .  sections of the magazine. These 
should not normal ly exce.ed l OOO words, and 
should  be sent before l 5th November to the 
respective secretary or to the editor Mr R 
Wi l son, Grammar Schoo l .  The edito; w i f l  b� 
responsi b le for Mss. unt i l  1 5th. Janu�ry. I f  
not c la imed b y  then, they w i l l  be assumed to be 
no longer. requ i red. 

I nformation about the doings of F .l" . 's is of 
value. Any communication to the secretary or 
to . the editor  w i l l  be c,frefu l ly noted. · · Members 
are urged to co-operate. 

BALANCE SHEET 1 940-4 1 .  

I NCOME. 
Cash i n  Bank 3 1 / 1 0/39 .. . . . . . . . .  £49 6 6 
Cash on Hand 3 1 / 1 0/39 3 
Subscript ions-

2 Life Members at 
1 2/6 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £ 1  5 0 

36  Orcj,inary Mem-
beirs at 2 / - . . . . . .  3 1 2  . 0 

Old Guard · · · · · · · · · ·  3 0 
---- 6 0 0 

Bank I nterest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; l 6 8 

£57 1 4  5 
EXP� N D I TURE. 

Medals (3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . £4 I 3 6 
Magaz ines . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . l 2 0 
P ri nt ing .an.di Advertis.i ng . . . . . . . .  . 0 1 7  0 
Y.M.C.A. for Rooms . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  0 8 6 
O!d Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .' . . .. . . . .  . .  I 3 0 
Postages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 1 0  0 
Cash in Bank l / I 1 /40 . . . . . . .. . .  . 49  0 0 
Cash in Hand l / l I /40 . . . . . . . . . .  . 0 0 5 

- -. ----

£57 1 4  5 
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M EM B E RS.  

Miss J .  Alanach, Faebu ie, Cromda le. 
M iss Jean Burgess, l O Castle Road. 
·Jamss Bell (Cromda !e) ,  Hudson Bay Coy., 

Canada . 
Mrs Brooks (May Smith ) ,  West Hartlepool. 

''' John B. Burgess-, The Larches. 
'''Mrs J .  B . Burgess (Winnie Pyper) ,  The 

Larches . 
''Mrs Mackenz ie ( J .  M. Campbel l ) ,  Aberlour. 

A. J. Came,ron, Forest Road--Roya l Fus i l iers. 
''Walte,r Cruickshank , ·  Cra igdhu. 
'''M iss Cru ickshank, Seaf ie l d  Lodge. 

H. G . Cumming, Pa is ley. 
Mrs H. G. Cumming - (Maisie F ind lay) , Pa isley. 
Miss Vera Campbell, Norwood. 

'''Andrew Cruickshan.k ,  Germistcin, South Africa . 
R. Campbel l (Norwood), lnvergordon. 

'''Mis,s M. Cameron ( !ate Badnedin ) ,  London. 
Miss Margaret Cruickshank, Hazs:I Bank. 
Miss C. Cameron, Dun ira. 
Mrs Davidrnn (H. Surtees),  Tombreck .  
M iss Margaret Davidson, Tombreck. 
Hamish Dixon, Mhorile. 
Mrs H. D ixon, Mhorile . 
Miss J .  S. Duncan, Dundonnach ie. 

'''Wm. Duncan. 28 High St're�t. 
''' Jas. Dunc�n, Aberdeen. 

Mrs Dunsmore (L. Phi l ip) ,  Perth. 
'' I an Forbes (Connage) ,  R.A.S .C. 
''' Duncan Fraser, _Aberdeen , 

M iss M. Fraser (Mondhuie) . E lg in . 
Miss J . Fraser (Mondhuie ) ,  Kelso: ·  
M iss H. Gray, Boat of Garten. 
1'/.liss H. Gi l l ies, P it lochry. · 

*W. A. Glass, Revoan. 
Miss I sobel 'Gunn, 130 H igh Street. 
Miss D. Geddes, Hig h Street. 
M iss Ann G rant, Nethybr idge. 
Miss M. Grant, I sla Cott.age . 

'''Mrs Grant (M. Cumming ) ,  Cornh il l  . .  
'' John s: Grant, Rock mount. 
''' J. A. G rant (Re idhaven ) ; M iddlesex. 

Mrs Allan Grant (M. J . G i l l ies ) ,  Tullochgr ib-
ban H igh . . 

Miss Marga(et C . Grant, Tullochgribban, High. 
James Grant, Dr ill Hal l  House--R.A. F. 
Mrs J. Grant (N. Duffner ),  Dri l l  Hal l House. 
T. Hunter. Rosemount .. · 
Mrs T. Hunter, Rosemount. 

:'Mrs . N, J9d (M . Hast ilow ) , Madderty. 

'''Wa lter Hasti low, Palace Hotel-R.A. 
M iss Barbara Hepburn, Square. 
Miss Isobel Jack, I s la Cotiage. 
Miss Meta King, Woodburn Place . 
M iss A l ice K ing, Woodburn Place. 
Miss Elsie Keith, Birchview Terrace. 
Miss M ina Ke ith, Birchview Terrace. 
Miss E. Lawson, Blantyre. 

''' Dr Mabel G. Lawson, London. 
M iss Doris Laing,  Benmore. 
M iss Moyes, L i lac Cottage . 

''' Mrs Mutch ( L. Duncan ) ,  28 High Street. 
'''Miss El iz . Mutch, 28 H igh Street. 
''' Peter Moi r  ( Royal Bank ) , Nairn. 
'''Mrs Geo . Morr ison ( Rachael Campbell ) ,  Lon-

don. 
''' Mrs Fred Munro (Ge-rtie Lawson ) ,  Venezuela. 
'''Chas . Munro, Palace Hotel . 
'''M iss M. Scott M'Gregor, High Street. 
,:, James S . Macken,z ie, Cottage, Spey Br idge. 

Mrs J . S. Mack,enzie, Cottage, Spey Br idge . 
B. Robertson, Cottage, Spey Bridg e. 

'''Sidney Macgregor, Fort Wi l l iam. 
'''Mrs fv\acDouga l l  ( J . Mac l ennan ) ,  Duno l ly. 
'''Miss She i la MacDouga ll, Dunolly. 
'''A. Macphai l , Hil lv iew-R.A. F. 
'''Miss Isa Macphail, Hil lview . 

Mrs M'Dona ld ( Bessie M'lntosh ) ,  Arbroath. 
Miss Daisy M'Pherson, Thornh i l l . . 

*Wm . R. MacDougal l, Sheffield. 
''' Mrs M'Arthu r  (M. J.  Grant ) ,  Transvaal .  

Miss Mabel M'Wi l liam, S i lverdale . 
Dona ld M'Gi ll.ivray, I s la Cottage-R . E. 

'''Mrs Mackay ( I . B . Grant ) , Craig l ynne. 
'''Miss C. M. Mackay, Craig l ynne. 
''Wm . Macgregor, 46 High Street. 

Miss Mora Maclean, Nethybr idge. 
lv� iss Mary Macdonald, Aviemore . 
Miss Sarah Macdona ld, Aviemore . 
M iss Beatrice M' I ntosh, Achosn rch . 

'''Miss H. Maclaren, Strathyre, Perthshire. 
Mis.s Margaret Af Pherson, Br ian Cottage. 

'''Miss M. M. Pyper, Riversda!e. 
'''M iss E. M. Pyper, Dundee, 

M iss Jean M. Paterson, Parkburn. 
Miss M . Paterson, Parkburn. 

''' Jas. Ph i lip, Strathspsey Hote l. 
'''W. A. Robertson, Broughty Ferry. 
''' W. R. Stuart, News Office. 

Mrs W. R. Stuart, News Offrce. 
''Mrs Sch leppie, l 00 High Street. 

Miss W . Shaw, I Chapel Road. 
Miss C. Smith, Benalder. 

'''W. Templeton, G le,nwhern . 
T. Temp leton, Glenwhern. 

. Miss N. Temp l-eton, G l enwhem. 
Miss M. Templeton, Porters Lodge . 
Miss J.. Temp leton, Porters Lodge. 

''' Dr James W i l liams . Stonefreld. 
Miss E. A. Wood, Ba l menach. 
Miss C. W inchester, Castle Road. 

·.''' J., ife Members. . . . . 
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NEWS I N  BRI EF. 

Angus Macki ntosh, Dulnain- Bridge, a forme,r 
dux of the school, now serving with the R.A. F. ,  
has been award·ed his ' " wings." 

ffi ffi ffi 
Pat Garrow, Aberlour, is stil l  with the R.A.F. 

in the Middle East. A cablegram was received 
from him recently. 

ffi ffi ffi 

Victor Ross, Dulnain,- Br idge, who passed out 
with great distinction from the Heriot Watt 
College, Edinburgh, has obtained -a commission 
in the Roya! Navy. 

ffi ffi ffi 

Harry Fraser, Mondhuie, has taken ·. up his 
duties in Malaya as a c ivil engineer under the 

P ipes by Loewe,, G . B , D . ,  etc,. 

Large selection · of Cigarette 

Cases, Pouches·, etc., 

always in stock. 

T H E 

TOBACCON I ST. 

Colonial Office. After graduating · with first 
class honours in engineer ing at Aberdeen 
Un iversity, he was for a t ime employed by the 
M in istry of Transport. 

ffi ffi ffi 

Will iam Led ingham, High Street, has re­
l inquished his pos,t w ith H.M.V. to train as a 
pilot in the Fleet Air Arm. 

ffi ffi ffi 

James Allan, Ballin.tomb, who recently 
graduated M.B.,  Ch.B. at Edinburgh University, 
is now on the staff of Inverness Royal I n­
firmary. 

Duncan Dav idson, High Street, had a ve,ry 
successful year at Edinburg.h U niversity, being 

W H O L ESA L E  

A N D R ETA I L, 

32 H I G H  STREET,  

GRANTOW� "ON .. SPEY 

' Phone 96:. Fishing Tackle for Spey or Loch. 
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f i rst in the astronomy class. He i s  now i n  his 
f ina l  year of the Hons. Maths. course. 

ffi ffi ffi 

Alex. Smith, H igh Street, who is a s ick-be.rth 
attendant in the Royal Navy, received i njur ies 
during oper.ations at sea . . I t  is a p leasure· to 
knqw that his recovery was rapid. 

George Cameron, The Square, was s,evere.ly 
wounded wh: i l e  serving with the Camerons on 
the Somme. Although h is  heal th i s  much i m­
proved·, he has received h is  d ischarge from the 
army. 

ffi ffi .  fB 

Richa,rd Su rtees, H igh Street, sti l l  in the East 
Dulwich Divis ion o.f the Metropol itan Police, is 
a veteran of many air raids.  Offic ia l  d iscretion, 
however, prevents him writ ing deta i led experi­
ences. 

ffi _ ffi ffi 

Gordon Jack, Castle Road, has been trans­
fe.rred fo a branch post gffice in  Ki rkwa l l ,  
Orkney. He, expects t o  be jo ined b y  George 
Fraser, Dulna in-Br idge. 

ffi ffi fB 

Tom Hunter, Woodside Avenue, is in h i·s 
f ina l  yea,r o.f med icine at Aberdeen, University. 
He is president of the Students' Union and 
Se. rgeant-Major of the med ical unit of the 
University O.T.C. 

Pat M'Lean, Nethybridge, graduated with 
second class honours in E ng l ish at  Aberdeen 
Un ivers.ity last summer. He is now tra in ing as 
a pi lot in the R.A.F.  

Donald Stuar-t, South. St-reet, who passed his 
f inal  exami nations as a male nurse,, is now serv­
ing with _the R.A.M.C. 

John M i l ne, High Street, on the outbreak of 
war resigned h is  post with Messrs Heinz to tak,e 

up whole-time duty with the London A.F.S. 
Som.e of h i s  experiences a r,e described in ,  an 
art ic le contributed to th i s  issue .  

ffi ffi fB 

A l l  membe,rs have· great p leasure in con­
gratulat ing Edwin Munro, Stat ion Road; W i l l iam 
Macau lay, Lettoch; _ I a n  Macph.erson, Castle 
Road, and Donald Stuart, South Stre.et, who 
have recent ly  been married . They are a l l  serv­
ing -with the Forces. 

ffi ffi ffi 

We sympath ise with those members who are 
prisoners of war. Robert Ross, Du lnain- Bridg.e; 
Frank Maca u l,ay, Lettoch; Alex .  Ph im isteor, 
Sou-th Street, and Ernest Cooke, Cromdale·, have 
been- able to communicat,e with t:he, i r  fr iends. 
We are assured that they �re in: good health 
and looking forward to a release which we· hope 
w i l l  not be long delayed . 

K,ennefh M'Cabe, Cromda le, has been in the 
d istrict on leave. He is now a sergeant in  the 
Scots Guards and served w i th h i s  regiment in  
No rway. 

M iss E l i zabeth D. Mutch, High Street, has 
been successful in passi ng the F inal  Sta•te 
Exam ination for Nurses. She is a - former 
Ha,rvey Dux Meda l l ist of Grantow n  Grammar 
School, and is on the staff of the Edinburgh 
Roya l I nfi rmary . 

ffi ffi 

Miss Rena Mortimer, \/\1
· ,dside Avenue, has 

passed the Final State Exa . ·., ' nation for Nurses; 
she, had a lso· the d i st inc\ i:,n of being awarded 
the si lver meda-1 as best nurse of her year in  
Leith General Hospita l .  

Miss E l l inor Cru ickshank, Dava, has passed 
the f ina l  examination for the· Civi l Service. She 
is now in the· Senior Tax Officer' ·class and ·at 
present stationed at Dumfries. She was Harvey 
Dux Medal l ist in 1 93 3 .  
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Miss Mabel MacW i l l i am, M . A . ,  South Street, 
has completed he,r tra i ni n g  at Ed inburgh Tra in­
ing Centre, and has been. appo inted assistant i n  
E l g i n, Academy. 

Miss Margaret Templeton, The Lodge, has 
taken up duty i n  R ichmond, Yorksh i re .  She 
successfu_l l y  comp !eted her t ra i n i ng i n  Aber­
deen a s  a domestic science teacher .  

Miss Mansel Stuart, Lynemacgregor, has 
suc.cessfu l l y  compl eted 2nd year  at Moray 
House T ra i n i ng Col l ege, Ed inburgh; and Miss 
Margar-et C. Grant, H igher Tul lochg r i bban, a t  
Aberdeen Tra i n i ng Centre f o r  Teachers.  

M iss Diana M ' l n tosh Du lna i n - Br i dge, has 
successfu l l y  completed 2nd year at Aberdeen 
Schoo! of  Domestic Science. 

M i ss Mary Macdonald,  Aviemo-re, has com­
p l eted her 3 rd year a t  the Glasgow School of 

M iss Beatr ice Mac i ntosh, Achosnich, who has Art. 
f in ished a s i m i l a r  course in Ed inburgh,  has 
l a tely been appo i n.ted to Cowpla.i n  Senior G i r ls'  
Schoo l ,  Southampton. 

M iss Vera Campbel l ,  M./\ . ,  H igh Street, and 
M iss Ma rg a ret F ras,er, M .A . ,  Nethybridge, have 
ta.ken. up duty i n  E l g i n  Academy. They are 
act ing in  a temporary capacity for the present. 

Miss Kathleen . Mutch, H igh Street, has 
passed Part I .  of the D i ploma of N u rs,es. 

. Miss W i n i fred Shaw, Chapel  Road,  has suc­
cessfu l l y  comp leted the co u rse for  domestic 
sc ience teachers a,t Atho l !  Crescent, E d i nburgh. 

Miss Cather ine Smi th, B . Sc., H igh Street, 
who has been assistant dieti t ian  i n  Glasgow 
Western I nf i rmary for the past two years, has 
been appoi nted chief d i et i t ian  in the Royal I n­
f i rma ry, Gl asgow. She g raduated at Glasgow 
U n ivers ity in l 937 w i th honours in a pp l ied 
chemistry .  

Two F . P . 's have returned to the i r  o l d  school 
to take up teach ing duties, M iss Mar ion Pater­
son, M , A . ,  High Street, from Forres Academy, 
and M iss· I sabe l l a  Mack intosh, M.A. ,  · Spey 
B ridge, from Dyke. 

ST HACH A N ' S 
FOR 

Qyality 

Value 

Service 
AND 

Salis/ action 
. I 

--� 
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One of the school's most popu lar pupils, Miss 

Mary Cruickshank, Woodside Avenue, is now 

reported safe and well in Nazi-occupied Den­
mark. Miss Cruick.shank's course was f inished , 

and, had it not been for the war, would by now 
have returned to this country . She passed her 
f ina i examinations at Junker's Co l lege of 
Physical i nstruction, and ga i ned the Roya l Life­

Saving Society's Award of Merit. 

VVe have great p leasure in congratulating Mr 
John S. Grant and Mrs Grant on the celebrat ion 
of their golden wedd ing. For many years Mr 
Grant has taken a leading part in the activ it i.es 
of the community, and not least i n the· F. P.'s 
Club. Thanks to a wonderful memory, he has 
a rich fund of  reminiscences, some of which he 
has k in :Jly contributed to t_his issue. To Mr 
and Mrs Grant  the Club conveys its very best 
w i shes for the years to come. 



CONFECT IONER 

and 

TOBACCONIST.  

T H E  SQUARE , 

GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY. 

QUALITY T E L LS .  

Our M otto-Quality and· Service. 

Wm. G. M'GQEGO� 
SADDLER, HARNESS and COL l.AR 

M AKER, 

17 H I G H  STR E ET, 

Trave.lling Requisites and Xmas Present�. 
Fancy Leather Goods in great variety. 

Golf Clubs, Balls arid Sundries. 

Tennis Rackets , Balls and Sunn'ries. 

Badminton Rackets' and Shutt!ec,ocks. 

Repa i rs in eve,ry De,partment done 

on the. Premises. 

'PHONE 66. "  

· The 

Leading Shop 
in Town 

For FR.UIT and 

PR.OVlSIONS 

I S  

M 'Intosh Bros. 
AT · 

44 H .I G H  STR E ET. 

Van Travels all Country D istricts. 

MI LN E' S  

vVest End 

GROCERY 

STC)RES. 
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E. C. Stephen 
Ladies ' and Gen.t, 's H a irdress i ng. 

C igarettes and T·obacco. 

39 H I G H STRE ET.  

'Phone 114. 

For PROVIS IONS,  

G ROCE R I E S and FRU IT  

WM. FRASER 
1 1 6 H I GH STRE ET.  

John Cattanach 
High-Class Grocer, 

THE SQUARE, 

G RANTOWN=ON =SP EY. 

WINES and SPIRI'l'S. 

Satisfaction Gua.ranteed. 

'Phone 49 . 

G. S. GRANT-
JEW E L LE R , 

.H ighland Establishm.ent, 

G RANTOWN=ON=SP EY. 

Speciality-SP EY PEAR LS. 

�obert C. Bur�ess 
Grantown-on-Spey 

LADIES' and GENT . 'S TAILO R ING, 

HIGHLAND DRESS, OUT FITTER . 

'\Ve specialise in 

TARTANS 

in thei r Origina,l Setts and 

Ancient C'olouring-s .  

Choice of  over 40  Ancient Tartans. 

Inquiries Invited. 

H. M'BAIN 
BOOKSEL LER , STATIONER and 

CONFECTIONER. 

C 'IG • .\.RE'.rrES. 

TOBACCOS. 

LE?\DIKG LIBRARY. 

DIXON & BAIN 
HOUSE PAINTE R S, 

GRANTOWN=ON=SP EY.  



TI-IOMSON 'S 
Exclus i1Je and Dist inctive Blends of 

TEA and COFFEE 

Unexcelled for Qyality and Value. 

High-Class Groceries and Provisions 
at keenest prices . 

Wm. Thomson & Co. , 
The Square Grantown�on�Spey. 

Telephone 32 .  

CRAIGLY N N E  PRIVATE ' HOTEL 

G RANTOW N-ON-SPEY. 

Newly Enlarged and Ren{l)vated.  

BAD MINTON. P U TTING. DANCING. 

Phone 97. Proprietrix-Mrs Mackay. 
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SHAW BROTHERS 

E N G I N E E RS, 

M OT O R  and C Y C L E  

M E C H A N I CS, 

69 H I G H STR E ET , 

GRANTOWN·ON·SPEY 

' P hone 23, 

Cameron & Templeton 
Proprietor- W .  F.  C R U I C KS H A N K .  

BUTC H E RS GAM E DEALE RS 

POU LTERE RS 

PRL\IE HO".\IB-FE. J )  G:\ T'I'LR, 

SHEE,P a nd LA:\IBS dirPc·t off  

our own Fn.rms .  

Shooting Lodges and H ote"5 supplied. 

Pers::mal Attention G iven. 

OUR MOTOR VANS 

Travel Country Districts Daily. 

CChe Qyali!y 

:J3aker 

' P hone 1 22. 

1 0  High Street 

Grantown-on- Spey 

B U Y  Y O U R  

C H RI  S T M A S P O U L T R Y 

AT 

M. Campbell 
T H E  F I SH MONGER -

Duncan Davidson 
H I G H ·C L ASS 

T O B A C C O N IST and CO N F E CT I O N E R  

8 1  H I G H  STRE ET , 

Grantown-on-Spey 



Phone 20, 

DUNCAN'S 

Tl
t

E BAKERY 

GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY 

For 

· Cakes, Shortbread, Chocolates, 

· Sweets . 

'' D.E.'' FOOTWEAR 
' ' 

. ' 

SHOWS FASHION IM ALL CHANGING ASPECTS' .. . - . � - � 

Far 

TOWN and COUNTRY . WEAR 
Nowhere else will · you find such a large and 

.. co.mprehensive . selection at keen prices. 
A. '' D.E." cu·stomer is always satisfied ! 

. THE H D.E." 
48 HIGH . STREET 

(Dund�e Equitable) . . . GRANTOWN-ON-S�EY 

----· 




